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NOTICE
Private	Practice	Review	presents	the	reader	with	a	summary	of	the	most	relevant	breaking	news	in	the	local	and	global

healthcare	industry,	as	obtained	from	media	sources,	inc luding	the	public 	broadcaster,	independent	television
broadcasters,	independent	news	agencies,	newspapers,	radio	and	news	sites.	HealthMan	strives	to	quote	the	Original
Source.	HealthMan	compiles	this	information	to	provide	the	reader	with	a	brief	overview	of	the	most	recent	events	and
developments	as	they	are	reported	in	the	media.The	views	and	opinions	expressed	in	Private	Practice	Review 	are	those

of	the	authors	of	the	media	sources	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	or	opinions	of	HealthMan,	its	directors,
employees	and	associates.
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FOOD	FOR	THOUGHT

Focus	on:	Healthcare	Delivery

'Hospital-at-Home'

According	to	Discovery	Health	the	medical	scheme's	hospital-at-home	initiative,
launched	in	January	2022,	has	shown

“significant	growth	in	demand	from	patients	and	doctors”,
reported	TimesLive	(13	September	2022).

Discovery	Health	CEO	Ryan	Noach	said	the	programme	provides	attractive	alternative
care	for	a	range	of	medical	and	post-surgical	conditions	that	would	otherwise	require
hospital	admission.	Discovery's	care-are-at-home	option	can	be	20%	cheaper	than
traditional	hospitalisation,	reported	Business	Day	(19	September	2022).

Once	admitted,	patients	are	looked	after	by	dedicated	clinical	teams	which	include
doctors,	nurses	and	other	healthcare	practitioners	such	as	physiotherapists	and
psychologists.

According	to	Bonitas’s	head	of	operations,	Morgan	Mkhatshwa,	an	average	hospital	stay
costs	R45	000,	compared	to	the	hospital-at-home	costs	of	about	R15	000.	It	also	reduces
the	length	of	stay	by	up	to	40%	and	improves	patient	satisfaction.

Healthcare	company	Afrocentric’s	CEO,	Ahmed	Banderker,	told	Fin24	(20	September
2022)	in	an	interview	he	is	hoping	new	technologies	will	help	drive	behavioural	changes
that	will	reduce	the	cost	of	healthcare	in	SA.	Banderker	said	during	the	pandemic	data
became	more	affordable,	making	healthcare	more	accessible	at	a	lower	cost	point	for	a
large	part	of	the	population.	Afrocentric’s	spending	on	digitalisation	is	continuous	and
being	funded	through	operational	expenditure,	he	said.
.

	

The	future	of	doctor-led
corporatisation

"There	is	renewed	interest	in	considering	different	models	of	doctor	organisation	or
corporatisation	to	deliver	effective	health	services.	Some	doctors	are	concerned
about	the	prospect	of	being	employed	by	hospitals	and	worried	that	their	clinical

autonomy	will	be	sacrificed	on	the	altar	of	corporate	profit,”
said	Barry	Childs,	joint	CEO	of	Insight	Actuaries	and	Consultants	in	a	presentation

during		SAPPF's	recent	AGM.

“There	is	wider	recognition	that	outcomes	are	important	and	can	be	measured,	and	that
differential	outcomes	should	be	rewarded.	All	of	these	issues	give	some	pause	to	reflect
on	what	alternative	operating	models	doctors	could	consider.	

"The	key	to	improvement	is	measurement.	We	should	be	doing	a	better	job	of	measuring
what	matters	most	to	patients,	as	well	as	what’s	needed	for	doctors	to	operate	effectively
and	improve.	Cost	is	easy	to	measure;	quality	of	care	has	historically	been	enigmatic."

To	read	the	full	article,	click	on	the	button	below:

Barry	Childs'	Article

	

Also	Read:

Private	hospitals	reinventing
how	they	deliver	healthcare

Business	Day	(31	August	2022)

	

Surgeon	arrested	on	murder
charge:	Implications	for
Healthcare	Delivery

“The	medical	community	was	once	again	shocked	to	learn	of	a	further	arrest	and
brief	period	of	incarceration	of	a	surgeon	on	a	charge	of	murder	on	26	August	2022

following	a	post-operative	death	in	2019,”
wrote	Dr	Philip	Matley,	chairman	of	South	African	Private	Practitioners	Forum,	in	the

September	SAPPF	Newsletter.

The	arrest	followed	the	death	of	a	patient	in	2019	and	forms	the	subject	of	pending	civil
action	and	proceedings	before	the	Health	Professions	Council	of	South	Africa	(HPCSA).
No	finding	has	been	determined	yet.

“If	this	action	signals	the	intention	of	the	Department	of	Public	Prosecutions	to	pursue
medical	professionals	for	serious	complications	as	criminal	acts,	it	is	of	considerable
concern.	This	poses	a	direct	threat	to	the	sustainability	of	the	human	resources	that
provide	healthcare	to	the	nation.

“South	African	law	does	not	recognise	degrees	of	negligence.	A	conviction	for	murder
requires	intent	as	well.	Errors	of	judgement,	in	potentially	hazardous	healthcare
environments,	are	at	risk	of	being	criminalised	with	the	risk	of	healthcare	workers	losing
their	career	and	liberty.
	

Click	on	the	button	below	to	read	Dr	Matley’s	article:

Dr	Matley's	Article

SAPPF/HealthMan
hosts	webinar	on
Criminalisation	of

Doctors

On	5	October	(18H00	–	19h30)	SAPPF/HealthMan	will
host	a	webinar	by	Medical	Protection	Society	(MPS),
providing	clinicians’	insights	into	the	criminalisation	of
doctors	following	a	patient’s	death.
Participants:	Dr	Graham	Howarth	–	Medical	Lead	South
Africa,	MPS;	Dr	Volker	Hitzeroth	-	Medicolegal	Consultant,
MPS;	and	representatives	from	interested	societies

	

ADVERTORIAL

Controlling	what	you	can
control

By		Hannemie	Mulder	at	PPS	Support	Services

"In	an	uncertain	world	where	markets	are	volatile,
interest	rates	are	rising	and	a	war	is	raging,	it	is	easy
to	lose	perspective	and	focus	on	those	events	over
which	we	have	no	control	over	and	cannot	change.	
Instead	of	worrying	about	events	we	cannot	change,
let	us	focus	on	what	is	important	and	in	our	control."

One	of	the	easiest	ways	to	achieve	this	is	through	business	assurance.	Business
assurance	refers	to	various	life	assurance	solutions	that	protect	the	business	owner
against	risks	that	might	arise	from	the	owner’s	death,	disability	and	critical	illness.

To	read	the	full	article,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

NEWS	FROM	GOVERNMENT

SA’s	campaign	has
‘missed	the	mark’

"The	government	plans	to	destroy	8.5-m	doses	of	the	Pfizer	Covid-19	vaccine	at	the
end	of	October,”

reported	Spotlight	(15	September	2022).

“The	situation	also	raises	questions	about	the	fate	of	a	further	10.1-m	stockpiled	doses	of
the	Johnson	&	Johnson	vaccine	that	will	expire	between	June	and	September	2023.
	
Prof	Francois	Venter,	the	divisional	director	of	Wits	University’s	health	platform,

Ezintsha,	said	the	destroying	of	the	vaccines	is	a	shocking	indictment	of	a
vaccination	programme	that	has	been	badly	run	from	inception.

“Venter	said	that	from	the	start,	there	was	no	proper	budget	for	advertising	the
vaccination	services,	there	was	no	real	strategy	around	what	the	key	messaging	was
going	to	be,	and	the	Department	of	Health	just	expected	people	to	arrive	at	a	local	facility
and	get	vaccinated.”

Click	on	the	button	below	to	read	more

Read	More

	

Pharmacies	left	‘out	of	pocket’
due	to	state’s	refusal	to	pay

The	National	Department	of	Health	(NDoH)’s	refusal	to	cover	pharmacies’	cost
for	‘stretching’	Covid-19	Pfizer	vaccines	has	left	many	of	them	‘out	of	pocket’,

reported	Business	Day	(14	September	2022)

According	to	Jackie	Maiman,	CEO	of	the	Independent	Community	Pharmacy	Association,
some	pharmacies	extracted	an	extra	seventh	dose	from	vials	of	Pfizer ’s	Covid-19	vaccine
to	meet	demand	at	the	time	when	vaccines	were	scarce,	This	was	in	line	with	guidance
from	the	US	Food	and	Drug	Administration.
	

Private	sector	pharmacies	have	played	an	integral	role	in	the	government’s
coronavirus	vaccination	programme,	inoculating	both	state	patients	and	medical

scheme	members.

More	than	10.5-m	of	the	37.5-m	doses	administered	to	date	have	been	provided	at
private	sector	sites,	according	to	government	figures.	However,	the	NDoH	said	the
vaccination	programme	was	designed	around	extracting	six	doses	only	from	Pfizer ’s
vaccine	vials,	and	there	is	no	mechanism	to	pay	for	the	administration	of	a	seventh.

	

SA	law	clear	on
healthcare	for

migrants
"What	the	law	says	about	the	provision	of	healthcare	for	migrants	appears	to	be	a

question	even	hospitals	have	different	answers,"
wrote	Franny	Rabkin	in	Sunday	Times	(28	August	2022)

This	question	emerged	again	after	a	recent	social	media	video	of	Limpopo	health	MEC
Phophi	Ramathuba	berating	a	Zimbabwean	patient	at	a	hospital	in	Bela-Bela	for	“ruining
my	health	system”.

According	to	Section	27	of	the	Constitution	everyone 	has	the	right	of	access	to
healthcare	services.	The	Constitution	makes	it	clear	that	no-one	can	be	turned	away	from
hospitals	for	emergency	medical	care.
	

Click	on	the	button	below	to	read	more

Read	More

Also	Read

Also	Read:
	‘Let’s	deal	with	facts’	(City	Press,	28	August	2022)

	

FINANCIAL	NEWS

Record	year;	but	Discovery
holds	back	dividends
Despite	reporting	the	highest	normalised

headline	earnings	in	its	history,	the	Discovery	Group
decided	to	hold	back	dividend	payments	to	ordinary

shareholders,
reported	Business	Day	(8	September	2022).

	

“The	group’s	board	opted	not	to	declare	an	ordinary	final	dividend	for	the	year	to	end-
June	2022	due	to	uncertainty	about	the	future	effects	of	Covid-19	and	an	increasingly
worrying	global	economic	backdrop.	Profit	for	the	year	increased	by	70.2%	to	R5.48-bn;
and	normalised	headline	earnings	was	up	by	70.8%	to	a	record	R5.82bn.

"The	group	paid	R3.7-bn	in	Covid-19	claims	in	the	reporting	period,	taking	gross
pandemic-related	claims	since	the	arrival	of	the	virus	to	R7.2-bn.	The	group’s	SA
operations	were	its	star	performers	in	the	2022	fiscal	year,	with	Discovery	Life	in
particular	mounting	a	strong	recovery,	thanks	to	a	200%	increase	in	operating	profit	to
R4.03-bn.”

EthiQal	in	talks	to	rescue	policyholders
On	14	September	2022,	an	order	was	granted	by	the	Johannesburg	High	Court,	in	terms
of	which	Constantia	Insurance	Company	Limited	(CICL)	–	of	which	EthiQal	is	a	division	-

was	being	placed	under	liquidation.
Mr	Cloete	Murray	was	proposed	as	the	liquidator	of	CICL	by	the	Prudential	Authority	in

terms	of	section	Section	58(4)	of	the	Insurance	Act	18	of	2017.
EthiQal	is	in	talks	with	investment	groups	to	develop	a	solution	for	its	policyholders.	This
might	include	the	establishment	of	a	standalone	company	for	EthiQal	(New	EthiQal).

	

PHARMACEUTICAL	NEWS

Tiger	Brands	recall
baby	products
Tiger	Brands	has	revealed
that	some	of	its	baby
powder	products	have	been
recalled	from	shelves.	The
decision	follows	after	trace
levels	of	asbestos	were
detected	in	test	samples	of
Purity	Essentials	baby
powder,	Elizabeth	Anne’s
Essentials	baby	powder	and
Elizabeth	Anne’s
Fresh	baby	powder.
“The	samples	were	from	a
batch	of	pharmaceutical-
grade	talc	powder	used	as
raw	material	in	the
production	of	finished
powder	products,
reports	TimesLive	
(7	September	2022).
MedicalBrief	reported	in
August	that	Johnson	&
Johnson	faces	a	barrage	of
legal	challenges.

Aspen	achieves
rights	to	make	jabs
“South	Africa’s	biggest	drug
maker,	Aspen,	announced	it
has	concluded	a	10-year
deal	with	the	Serum	Institute
in	terms	of	which	the	local
company	will	manufacture,
market	and	distribute	four
routine	vaccines	in	Africa
under	its	own	brand,”
reported	Business	Day
(1	September	2022).
The	terms	of	the	deal
include	a	technical	transfer
and	formulation	fill-and-
finish	arrangement,	which
grants	Aspen	the	rights	to
manufacture	the	products
from	a	bulk	drug	substance
supplied	by	the	world’s
largest	vaccine	producer.
On	30	August,	Aspen
added	just	more	than	R3-bn
in	market	value.

New	vaccine	to
combat	malaria
“A	malaria	shot,	developed
by	researchers	at	the
University	of	Oxford,	has
shown	that	its	strong
protection	can	hold	up	a
year	after	a	booster,
bolstering	the	case	for	a
second	vaccine	to	be	used
to	protect	children	and
infants	in	Africa	from	the
deadly	disease,”	reported
Bloomberg	(12	September
2022).
According	to	a	study,
published	in	Lancet
Infectious	Diseases,	the
vaccine	-	known	as	R21
-	can	be	up	to	80%	efficient
one	year	after	a	fourth	dose
was	administered	to	about
400	infants	aged	five	to	17
months.The	researchers
hope	to	have	the	vaccine
approved	in	2023	.

	

Biovac	to	produce	first	Covid-19	jabs	in	October
Business	Day	reported	on	8	September	that	state-backed	vaccine	manufacturer	Biovac
expects	to	produce	its	first	commercial	batches	of	the	Pfizer	BioNTech	Covid-19	vaccine	in

October,	despite	the	growing	uncertainty	about	demand	for	coronavirus	shots.
“Biovac	signed	an	agreement	with	Pfizer	in	July	2021	to	fill	and	finish	up	to	100-m	doses	a

year	for	AU	members,	but	with	demand	for	Covid-19	jabs	falling	worldwide	that	target
looks	increasingly	uncertain.”

	

GENERAL	NEWS

Soweto	doctors	under	siege
The	Soweto	Independent	Practitioners’
Association	asked	the	Gauteng	police	to
protect	general	practitioners	after
recording	ten	armed	robbery	cases	at
Soweto	surgeries	in	the	past	five	months.
Patients	have	also	been	robbed	and
injured	by	robbers,	pretending	to	be
patients.
“A	case	was	opened	after	Dr	Thulani
Tshabalala	was	attacked	in	Protea	Glen,
but	no	arrests	have	been	recorded	in	that
case.
"Dr	Vusumuzi	Nhlapo	was	shot	in	front	of
his	patients	in	Jabulani,”
reported	Business	Day	(31	August	2022).

Increase	in	'bogus	doctors'	
According	to	the	Health	Professions
Council	of	SA	(HPCSA)	55	people	had
been	arrested	in	2021	and	2022	for	either
fraud	or	being	bogus	doctors.The	council	is
working	in	joint	operations	with	the	SA
Police	Service	and	the	SA	Health	Products
Regulatory	Authority	to	apprehend	the	fake
doctors.
Meanwhile,	Vincent	Tlala,	CEO	of	the
South	African	Pharmacy	Council,	said	there
were	no	records	of	bogus	pharmacies
operating	in	the	country,	nor	had	the	body
come	across	“fake”	pharmacists.
–	The	Citizen	(8	September	2022)

NEWS	FROM	MEDICAL	SCHEMES

Care	plan	for	R130/month
According	to	a	draft	report,	released	by	the	Council	for	Medical	Schemes	(CMS),
allowing	medical	schemes	to	offer	cheap,	pared-down	packages	limited	to	basic
primary	healthcare	services	could	cost	as	little	as	R130	a	month,	and	enable	at

least	2.3-m	low-income	workers	to	enter	the	market,
reported	Business	Day	16	September	2022).

The	framework	includes	an	exemption	from	provisions	in	the	Medical	Schemes	Act	that
require	schemes	to	provide	cover	to	all	its	beneficiaries	for	prescribed	minimum	benefits
(PMB)s.

“Its	publication	comes	as	the	regulator	faces	growing	industry	criticism	for	its	slow
progress	in	developing	the	low-cost	benefit	options	(LCBO)	framework,	which	has	been	in
the	pipeline	since	2015.”
	

Click	on	the	button	below	to	read	more

Read	More

	

Provisional	curator	for
Health	Squared	

“Health	Squared,	the	embattled	medical	scheme	that	last	month	sought
voluntary	liquidation,	has	been	placed	under	provisional	curatorship	with	effect

from	September	8,”
reported	Business	Day	(12	Sept	2022).

“Judge	Allyson	Crutchfield	made	the	decision	after	an	application	by	the	Council	for
Medical	Schemes	(CMS).	The	CMS	has	faced	criticism	for	failing	to	act	sooner	against
Health	Squared	and	ignoring	recommendations	from	concerned	stakeholders	that	the
scheme	be	investigated	for	possible	irregularities.

"According	to	the	CMS,	Johannes	Seoloane	has	been	appointed	as	provisional	curator	of
Health	Squared.	He	is	expected	to	take	complete	control	of	the	scheme	and	attend	to	all
complaints	and	queries	from	concerned	beneficiaries	seeking	assistance	with	their
membership.”
	

Click	on	the	buttons	below	to	read	more	about	the	Health	Squared	saga:

Timeline 'Blew	millions' CMS	is	'MIA'

Timeline:
This	is	how	it	happened

Health	Squared
'blew	millions'

CMS	failed	to	stop
scheme's	decline

	

Discovery	to	challenge	RAF
directive	in	court

	
On	12	August	Discovery	Health	has	launched	an	urgent
application	in	the	Pretoria	High	Court	against	the	Road
Accident	Fund	(RAF)	and	transport	minister	Fikile	Mbalula
to	interdict	the	RAF	from	implementing	a	directive,
reported	Business	Day	(26	August	2022).

In	terms	of	the	directive,	no	payment	will	be	made	if	the	claimant’s	medical	scheme	has
already	paid	for	the	expenses.	The	RAF	will	cease	to	pay	for	all	past	hospital	and	medical
expense	claims	by	medical	scheme	members	with	immediate	effect.	Schemes	pay	for
medical	expenses	arising	from	a	motor	vehicle	accident	in	accordance	with	the	benefits
due	to	their	members	under	their	policy	and	then	assist	them	to	claim	expenses	from	the
RAF.

“Discovery	said	the	RAF	directive	‘unlawfully	discriminates	against	medical	scheme
members	who	can’t	access	RAF	medical	benefits,	despite	still	contributing	to	the	RAF’s
funding	pool	through	fuel	levies.”

CIRCULARS	FROM	THE	CMS

No	new	circulars	were	published	by
the	CMS	in	September	2022.

Circular	48	of	2022:
Induction	Programme	for	Trustees

Circular	49	of	2022:
Quarterly	Statutory	Returns
Submission	for	2022
	
Circular	50	of	2022:
Live	Webinars	for	Healthcare	Brokers	2022
	
Circular	51	of	2022:
COVID	Financial	Reporting

Circular	52	of	2022:
Auditor	Approval	portal	live

Circular	53	of	2022:
Request	for	public	comments	on
Low-Cost	Benefit	Option	framework	report
and	risk	assessment	&	roadmap
	
Circular	54	of	2022:
Final	updated	Accredited	Managed	Health
Care	Services	document
	

SPECIAL	NOTES

Vacancy	for	psychiatrist	at	New	Somerset	Hospital,
Cape	Town

A	fulltime	specialist	post	in	psychiatry	is	available	from	1	October	2022	at	New	Somerset
Hospital,	Cape	Town.

	
The	post	is	a	joint	appointment	of	the	Department	of	Psychiatry	&	Mental	Health,
University	of	Cape	town	and	the	Provincial	Government	of	the	Western	Cape

	
To	read	more,	click	on	the	buttons	below

Vacancy Application	Form

	

Medical	rooms	to	let	in	Toikai,	Cape	Town
Medical	rooms	to	let	in	Tokai,	Southern	Suburbs,	Cape	Town.	The	premises	have

excellent	visibility	in	an	upmarket	area	opposite	a	large	shoppng	centre.	It	also	offers
ample	parking,	security,	uncapped	Wi-fi	and	is	wheelchair	friendly.

Contact	Steve:	072	477	0547

Vacancy	for	Ophthalmologist	Cape	Town	
	Position	for	an	Ophthalmic	surgeon	at	the	Eye	Laser	Clinic	Group	wanting	to	reside	and
work	in	Cape	Town	with	view	to	partnership.	Preference	for	retinal	surgery	experience.

Equity	partnership	available.
Contact	Details:	

CEO	Juandre	Kruger:	082	662	3534	or	Ceo@eyelaserclinic.co.za

To	advertise	in	Private	Practice
Review	please	contact:	maretha@healthman.co.za

Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView	prov ides	news	and	opinion	articles	as	a	serv ice	to	our	members	to
enhance	their	understanding	of	the	health	care	industry.		The	information	contained	in	these	publications	is
published	without	warranties	of	any	kind,	either	express	or	implied.	Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView
are	published	solely	for	informational	purposes	and	should	not	to	be	construed	as	adv ice	or	recommendations.
Indiv iduals	should	take	into	account	their	own	unique	and	specific	circumstances	in	acting	on	any	news	or
articles	published.	Often	these	articles	originate	from	sources	outside	our	organization	that	are	reported	in	the
national	press.	Consequently,	any	information,	trademarks,	serv ice	marks,	product	names	or	named	features	are
assumed	to	be	the	property	of	their	respective	owners,	and	are	used	solely	for	informative	purposes	in	our
publications.	There	is	furthermore	no	implied	endorsement	of	any	of	the	products,	goods	or	serv ices	mentioned	in
our	publications.

	

https://docs.mymembership.co.za/docmanager/1e9aea2c-b58d-4aed-b5a2-96187d705aee/00159195.pdf
https://docs.mymembership.co.za/docmanager/1e9aea2c-b58d-4aed-b5a2-96187d705aee/00159184.pdf
https://www.pps.co.za/controlling-what-you-can-control
https://www.news24.com/news24/health/covid-19-binning-of-jabs-shocking-indictment-of-governments-vaccination-campaign-health-expert-20220915
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2022-08-28-healthcare-for-foreigners-what-the-law-says/
https://www.news24.com/citypress/voices/editorial-health-lets-deal-with-facts-20220828
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/health/2022-09-15-medical-aid-for-as-little-as-r130-a-month/
https://docs.mymembership.co.za/docmanager/419ae5a4-f8c7-11d4-9fb7-0090279a6a88/00159206.pdf
https://docs.mymembership.co.za/docmanager/419ae5a4-f8c7-11d4-9fb7-0090279a6a88/00159207.pdf
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/editorials/2022-08-26-editorial-failure-of-cms-will-cost-medical-scheme-members/#
https://docs.mymembership.co.za/docmanager/419ae5a4-f8c7-11d4-9fb7-0090279a6a88/00159157.pdf
https://docs.mymembership.co.za/docmanager/419ae5a4-f8c7-11d4-9fb7-0090279a6a88/00159158.pdf
mailto:Ceo@eyelaserclinic.co.za

