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NOTICE
Private	Practice	Review	presents	the	reader	with	a	summary	of	the	most	relevant	breaking	news	in	the	local	and	global

healthcare	industry,	as	obtained	from	media	sources,	inc luding	the	public 	broadcaster,	independent	television
broadcasters,	independent	news	agencies,	newspapers,	radio	and	news	sites.	HealthMan	strives	to	quote	the	Original
Source.	HealthMan	compiles	this	information	to	provide	the	reader	with	a	brief	overview	of	the	most	recent	events	and
developments	as	they	are	reported	in	the	media.The	views	and	opinions	expressed	in	Private	Practice	Review 	are	those

of	the	authors	of	the	media	sources	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	or	opinions	of	HealthMan,	its	directors,
employees	and	associates.
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FOOD	FOR	THOUGHT:	Focus	on	NHI	

'SA's	healthcare	sector
faces	collapse	if	govt	fails

to	implement	NHI'
South	Africa	would	need	to	embrace	universal	healthcare	if	it	hoped	to	change
the	trajectory	of	its	healthcare	system,	warned	World	Health	Organisation's

(WHO)	coordinator	for	health	financing	policy	Joe	Kutzin.

He	addressed	a	joint	event	between	the	WHO	and	the	national	Department	of	Health	to
commemorate	International	Universal	Health	Coverage	Day	in	Kempton	Park,	Gauteng.
Around	15%	of	South	Africans	are	covered	by	voluntary	healthcare	insurance	–	but	this
group	accounts	for	more	than	40%	of	the	spending	on	healthcare.	If	this	trajectory
doesn't	change	soon,	South	Africa	may	see	itself	trapped	in	an	expensive	healthcare
system	characterised	by	inefficiencies	and	bogged	down	with	administrative	costs,
according	Kutzin.	–	News24	(13	Dec	2022)

“Kutzin	said	the	amount	South	Africans	spent	on	private	healthcare	had	a	significant
impact	on	the	entire	healthcare	system,	which	drove	up	prices	and	influenced	the
availability	of	resources.	He	added	that	the	government	was	contributing	to	the	problem
by	subsidising	private	medical	aid	schemes	for	civil	servants.”

Read	More

	

A	simplistic	response
to	NHI	questions

“After	three	years	of	consultation	with	political	parties,	the	medical	profession,
human	rights	organisations,	medical	schemes	and	hospital	groups,	the	ANC	has

yet	to	budge	on	any	initial	positions	in	the	Bill.	There	is	still	no	financial
feasibility	study,	financial	model,	or	institutional	feasibility	study,"

reported	News24	(22	Nov	2022).
	
In	his	response	to	Parliament,	Health	Minister	Joe	Phaahla	“either	could	not	see	the
problems	or	decided	not	to	try	to	fill	in	the	blanks.	It	seems	that	the	missing	pillars	of	the
NHI	-	how	it	will	be	funded	and	whether	it	is	institutionally	feasible	-	were	just	as	vague	and
woolly	to	Uncle	Joe	as	they	are	to	you	and	me,”	wrote	Carol	Paton.

"Phaahla	believes	that	once	government	imposes	higher	taxes,	everyone	will	migrate	to
the	NHI	and	give	up	their	medical	aid.

“The	plea	from	the	DA’s	Michele	Clarke	for	a	feasibility	study	and	input	from	the	Treasury
on	financing	were	swept	aside.	For	her	efforts,	the	ANC	accused	her	of	‘not	caring	about
the	people’."

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

	

Parliament	runs	out	of	time	on	NHI	Bill
Parliament's	Health	Committee	has	run	out	of	time	to	process	the	National	Health

Insurance	(NHI)	Bill	before	the	ANC’s	elective	conference	after	a	key	meeting	with	the
Health	Department	had	to	be	postponed	for	a	week,	reported	Business	Day	(1	Dec

2022)
This	leaves	the	committee	without	enough	time	to	complete	its	work	on	the	bill.

Also	Read:
'NHI	will	be	implemented	before	financing	has	been	sorted	out'

Read	More

"The	fragmentation	and	delay	in	the	implementation	of	the	National	Health
Insurance	Bill	prove	the	naysayers	right	–	South	Africa	has	the	best

constitution	in	the	world	that	is	impossible	to	implement,"
wrote	Dr	Honours	Mukhari	an	NEC	member	of	the	Progressive	Professionals	Forum

and	the	PPF’s	NHI	National	Coordinater	in	Daily	Maverick	(6	Dec	2022)

	

Ombud:	Most	facilities	fail
health	test	for	NHI

Health	ombudsman	Malegapuru	Makgoba	warned	Parliament	that	most	public	health
facilities	won’t	make	the	grade	to	provide	services	under	the	NHI.	He	said	that	whilst	the
government	is	preparing	for	NHI,	it	doesn’t	seem	to	be	raising	the	standards	of	service	it
is	giving	to	the	population	in	SA.	–	Business	Day	(13	October	2022).	

According	to	the	five-year	plan	of	the	Office	of	Health	Standards	Compliance	(OHSC)	it
should	inspect	each	of	SA’s	more	than	5	000	health	facilities	at	least	once	every	four
years,	meaning	it	needs	to	assess	on	average	1	200	a	year.	However,	It	inspected	only
544	of	SA’s	3	741	public	health	facilities	in	the	year	to	31	March.

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

	

Healthcare	in	SA
reimagined

Read	More

"PwC’s	healthcare	consulting	team	assessed	the	state	and	prospects	of	SA’s
healthcare	industry	while	it	underwent	this	period	of	immense	transformation.
The	team	surveyed	31	C-suite	leaders	of	SA	healthcare	public,	private	and	donor
organisations	by	conducting	in-depth	interviews	and	online	digital	surveys,"

reported	–	IT	Online	(7	July	2022)

Five	key	insights	emerged	from	this	survey:

National	Health	Insurance	(NHI)	will	revolutionise	South	Africa’s	healthcare
landscape	and	create	opportunities	for	public	private	collaboration	and	innovation.
The	Covid-19	pandemic	has	rapidly	transformed	the	outlook	of	healthcare
organisations	in	terms	of	their	preparedness	and	resilience	measures.
The	future	of	healthcare	is	brighter	than	ever	with	innovation	and	technical
development	progressing	in	leaps	and	bounds.
The	healthcare	industry	needs	an	increased	focus	on	Environmental,	Social,
Governance	(ESG)	initiatives	and	measurements.
Cybersecurity	is	critical	for	all	organisations	and	is	becoming	an	increased	threat
as	data	volumes	increase.

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

NEWS	FROM	SAPPF

Left:
Dr	Philip	Matley,
SAPPF	Chairman

Right:
Dr	Simon	Strachan,
SAPPF	CEO

The	SAPPF	board	commenced	2022	with	an	ambitious	list	of	goals	and	priorities,
wrote	Dr	Philip	Matley,	Chair	of	the	South	African	Private	Practitioners	Forum.

	
SAPPF	identified	three	main	focus	areas	for	2022:

1.	 The	Funder	and	CMS	default	to	2006	NHRPL
2.	 Certificate	of	Need
3.	 Review	of	Coding	Schema

To	read	more	about	the	goals,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

Milestones	in	2022

Criminalisation	of
Healthcare	Practitioners:
SAPPF	has	extensively	participated	in
discussions	following	the	arrest	of	more
than	one	healthcare	practitioner	on	a
charge	of	murder	as	a	consequence	of	an
adverse	outcome	following	treatment.	The
definitions	of	culpable	homicide	and	murder
as	they	relate	to	medical	practice	are	being
vigorously	interrogated.	Significant	law
reform	is	needed	in	this	country.	The	SA
Law	Reform	Commission	has	been
specifically	requested	to	address	this	and
SAPPF	is	participating	in	the	process	that
is	required	to	institute	a	full	enquiry.
SAPPF,	SASA,	FOSAS	and	other	groups
are		collaborating	on	letters	to	the	Ministers
of	Justice	and	Health,	seeking	a	meeting
with	the	NPA,	engaging	with	the	National
Health	Department	to	put	pressure	on	NPA
and	SAPS.

COIDA:
In	2022	SAPPF	engaged	extensively	with
the	Minister	of	Employment	and	Labour,	the
Commissioner	and	Medscheme,	the
appointed	administrators	of	the	Fund.
SAPPF	objected	to	the	0%	increase	for	this
year	and	the	arbitrary	deletion	of	large
numbers	of	codes.	The	deleted	codes	will
now	be	reactivated.	SAPPF	participated	in
fee	negotiations	for	2023/2024.

Discovery	Health	Hospital
Rating	System:
SAPPF	engaged	extensively	with	Discovery
Health	expressing	numerous	reservations.
SAPPF	remains	concerned	regarding
potential	collateral	damage	to	specialists
and	believe	that	too	few	metrics	were
included	to	arrive	at	proper	conclusions
regarding	the	quality	of	hospitals.	Although
SAPPF	was	unable	to	prevent	the	final
publication	on	the	Discovery	website,	the
group	managed	to	significantly	influence
the	way	in	which	Discovery	conducted	the
launch	and	communicated	the	system	to	its
members

Engagement	with
healthcare	groups:
SAPPF	maintains	relationships	with	SAMA
and	other	groups	and	have	established
itself	as	meaningful	and	worthy	participants
in	various	collaborative	efforts.	During
2022	SAPPF	collaborated	with	the	South
African	Dental	Association,	the	Chiropractic
Society,	SASA,	ASAIPA,	UFFP,	IPAF	and
others.	Since	August	2022	SAPPF	initiated
and	has	been	leading	a	monthly	meeting
with	the	clinical	leads	of	the	various
hospital	groups.	These	meetings	are
attended	by	a	wide	representation	of
healthcare	professional	groups
representing	many	specialist	disciplines.

To	read	the	full	article,	published	in	December's	SAPPF	Newsleter,
click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

NEWS	FROM	GOVERNMENT

Medico-legal	claims
drain	budget

In	July,	President	Cyril	Ramaphosa	asked	the	Special	Investigating	Unit	(SIU)	to	look	into
all	nine	provinces	and	the	National	Health	Department	to	uncover	which	government
officials,	lawyers	or	other	people	were	defrauding	the	state.

“While	only	a	fraction	of	the	legal	claims	levelled	against	provincial	health	departments
are	paid	out,	the	sums	the	government	hands	over	to	victims	of	medical	negligence	are
nevertheless	significant	and	are	crowding	out	expenditure	on	personnel	and	vital	goods
and	services,”	wrote	Tamar	Kahn	in	Business	Day	(12	October	2022).

Contingent	liabilities	for	medico-legal	claims	stood	at	R120.3-bn	in	the	2021/2022	fiscal
year,	constituting	96%	of	the	total	R125.3-bn	in	legal	claims	levelled	against	provincial
health	departments.

However,	if		the	State	Liability	Amendment	Bill	of	2018	is	accepted	by	Parliament,
government’s	responsibility	for	mistakes	that	happen	at	its	facilities	will	be	decreased	by
limiting	the	size	of	medical	negligence	payouts	(for	claims	over	R1-m).
	

“This	means	that	victims	of	medical	negligence	will	be	paid	in	smaller	batches
instead	of	one	big	payout,	something	actuaries	argue	could	make	people	too	reliant

on	the	government	to	follow	through	consistently,”
	

Government	targets
private	medical	data
On	21	October	the	Department	of	Health	gazetted	the
National	2021	Health	Normative	Standards	Framework
(HNSF)	for	Interoperability	in	Digital	Health.	

The	document	consists	of	government’s	plans	to	establish	a	comprehensive	national
health	information	system	and	is	an	“enabler	of	the	efficient	and	safe	flow	of	healthcare-
related	person-centred	information	across	institutional	and	provincial	boundaries”,
reported	BusinessTech..	According	to	the	authors	the	overall	aim	of	the	plan	is	to	have
medical	and	health	data	shared	nationally,	incorporating	data	from	the	private	health
sector.
	

Backlog	finally	cleared

The	SA	Health	Products	Regulatory	Authority	(SAHPRA)	has	finally	cleared	its	backlog	of
applications	for	registering	new	products,	more	than	a	year	after	its	initial	target	of	August
2021,	reported	Business	Day	(7	December	2022).

The	backlog	project	reduced	the	turnaround	time	to	about	18	months.	The	regulator
inherited	a	backlog	of	more	than	16	000	registration	applications	when	it	was	formed	from
the	Medicines	Control	Council	in	2018.	It	included	applications	for	new	chemical	entities,
generic	copies	of	older	drugs	no	longer	protected	by	patents	and	requests	to	make
changes	to	formulations	or	suppliers	of	active	pharmaceutical	ingredients.	Half	the
applications	were	more	than	five	years	old	and	the	oldest	dated	back	to	1992.

To	read	the	following	summaries	of	news	from	Government,
click	on	the	button	below:

SA	law	clear	on
healthcare	for	migrants

Moonlighting	drains
specialist	care	at	state
hospitals

High	Court	postpones
CoN	application

Medical	groups	lash	out
at	government's	'focus	on
importing	skills'

SA	doctors	train	in	Cuba
at	twice	the	local	cost

Obstacles	stalling	the
training	of	nurses

Read	More

	

FINANCIAL	NEWS

Extra	money	from	Treasury
'not	enough'

The	deep	cuts	to	the	health	budget	announced	in	February,	has	partly	been
reversed	by	Finance	Minister	Enoch	Godongwana	in	his	Medium-Term	Budget

Policy	speech	on	26	October.	However,	the	extra	money	is	not	enough	to
keep	pace	with	its	inflation	forecasts,	and	provincial	health	budgets	will

continue	to	shrink	in	real	terms,
reported	Business	Day	(26	October	2022).

“The	health	budget	is	set	to	rise	from	a	revised	estimate	of	R259-bn	in	2022/2023	to
R256.1-bn	in	2023/2024.	The	February	budget	had	allocated	R248-bn	to	2023/2024	and
R257-bn	in	2024/2025.

“The	Treasury	warned	that	its	spending	plans	were	dependant	on	the	government	and
public	sector	unions	reaching	a	wage	agreement	that	does	not	breach	the	available
budget.”

The	high	level	of	medical	negligence	claims	facing	provincial	health	departments	also
posed	a	risk	to	spending	plans.

Before	his	budget	speech	Health	Minister	Joe	Phaahla	appealed	to	Minister
Godongwana	to	stop	cutting	public	health	budgets	and	to	alleviate	pressure	on
frontline	health	services.

Also	Read:
Russel	Rensburg’s	article	'How	to	start	improving	SA’s	public	healthcare’

in	Spotlight	(28	October	2022

Clicks	aims	to	open	40	–	50	new	stores	per	year
Clicks	Group	is	planning	record	capital	investment	of	nearly	R1-bn	in	the	new	financial

year,	reported	Financial	Mail	(27	October	2022).
“That	will	take	its	store	base	from	840	now	to	a	new	longer-term	target	of	1	200.	It	means
an	opening	rate	of	40	to	50	new	stores	-	and	the	same	number	of	pharmacies	-	each

year.	Despite	years	of	expansion,	Clicks	has	just	under	a	quarter	of	the	pharmacy	market
in	South	Africa,	with	chief	rival	Dis-Chem	at	about	the	same	level	-	and	both	argue	there

is	opportunity	to	swallow	up	more.”

	

Dis-Chem	announces	17,7%
growth	in	revenue
Releasing	Dis-Chem’s	results	for	the	six
months	to	end	August,	CEO	Rui	Morais
announced	that	the	company’s	revenue
has	grown	by	of	17.7%	in	its	dispensary
division.	It	delivered	income	and	retail
margins	of	more	than	30%.	As	at	half-year,
the	group	had	a	total	of	251	retail
pharmacy	stores	across	its	network.	-
Fin24	(3	Nov	2022)
“The	company	hopes	in	the	future	to	have
a	fully-fledged	medical	aid	plan	that	covers
hospital	admissions.	From	next	year	the
group	will	provide	unlimited	access	to	its
virtual	doctors	and	expand	the	operating
hours	and	days	of	its	clinics,”	Morais	said.

Record	year,	but	Discovery
holds	back	dividends	
Despite	reporting	the	highest	normalised
headlining	earnings	in	its	history,	the
Discovery	Group	decided	to	hold	back
dividend	payments	to	ordinary
shareholders,	reported	Business	Day
(8	September	2022).
The	decision	was	taken	due	to	uncertainty
about	the	future	effects	of	Covid-19	and	an
increasingly	worrying	global	economic
backdrop.	Profit	for	the	year	increased	by
70.2%	to	R5.48-bn;	and	normalised
headline	earnings	was	up	by	70.8%	to	a
record	R5.82-bn.	The	group	paid	R3.7-bn
in	Covid-19	claims,	taking	gross	pandemic-
related	claims	to	R7.2-bn.	
	

	Medical	schemes	keep	recording	surpluses
“Medical	schemes	continue	to	accumulate	record-high	surpluses	even	as	their	members
are	starting	to	schedule	delayed	elective	surgeries	and	deal	with	more	severe	medical

complications	after	the	lockdowns,”	reported	Fin24	(4	July	2022).
Discovery	Health	Medical	Scheme	(DHMS),	ended	with	a	R2-bn	surplus	in	2021	and

Medshield	had	a	surplus	of	R188.8-m	accumulated	in	2021.

	

PHARMACEUTICAL	NEWS

Judge	rejects	claims	against
Zantac
Reuters	reported	on	7	December	that
pharmaceutical	companies	GSK	and	Sanofi
shares	surged	after	a	US	judge	rejected
the	scientific	evidence	behind	claims	that
the	heartburn	drug	Zantac	can	cause
cancer,	meaning	the	drugmakers	do	not
have	to	face	more	than	5	000	lawsuits.
However,	pharmaceutical	companies	can
expect	an	additional	50	000	Zantac	suits	to
be	filed	in	state	courts	in	places	such	as
California,	Illinois	and	Delaware.

Experts	issue	warnings
about	antiretroviral	drug
Experts	have	sounded	a	cautionary	alarm
about	the	drug,	dolutegravir,	that	has
become	the	first-choice	treatment	for	HIV-
positive	people	in	SA.
Compared	with	previous	antiretrovirals,
dolutegravir	is	cheaper,	works	faster,	has
fewer	side-effects,	and	patients	do	not
become	resistant	to	its	effects.	However,	a
survey	found	that	less	than	half	were	aware
of	dolutegravir ’s	possibly	serious	-	even
fatal	-	interactions	with	drugs	including
calcium,	iron	and	the	antibiotic	rifampicin.
-	TimesLive	(9	October	2022)
	

Biovac	to	make	oral	cholera
vaccine
In	November	it	was	reported	that	the	state-
backed	vaccine	manufacturer
Biovac	signed	an	agreement	with	a	South
Korean	non-profit	organisation	to
manufacture	an	oral	cholera
vaccination.	The	deal	was	announced	amid
a	global	surge	in	cholera	outbreaks.

Baby	talcs	recalled	after
asbestos	trace	levels	
Tmes	Live	reported		on	7	September	that
Tiger	Brands	has	revealed	that	some	of	its
baby	powder	products	have	been	recalled
after	trace	levels	of	asbestos	were
detected	in	test	samples	of	Purity
Essentials,	baby	powder,	Elizabeth	Anne’s
Essentials	baby	powder	and	Elizabeth
Anne’s	Fresh	baby	powder.
	

Aspen	seals	deal	to	make
vaccines	for	Africa
“South	Africa’s	biggest	drug	maker,	Aspen,
announced	it	has	concluded	a	10-year	deal
with	the	Serum	Institute,	where	the	local
company	will	manufacture,	market	and
distribute	four	routine	vaccines	in	Africa
under	its	own	brand,”	reported	Business
Day	(1	September	2022).
The	terms	of	the	deal	include	a	technical
transfer	and	formulation	fill-and-finish
arrangement,	which	grants	Aspen	the
rights	to	manufacture	the	products	from
bulk	a	drug	substance	supplied	by	the
world’s	largest	vaccine	producer.
	

Game	changer	in	battle
against	malaria	
“A	malaria	shot,	developed	by	researchers
at	the	University	of	Oxford,	has	shown	that
its	strong	protection	can	hold	up	a	year
after	a	booster,	bolstering	the	case	for	a
second	vaccine	to	be	used	to	protect
children	and	infants	in	Africa	from	the
deadly	disease,”	reported	Bloomberg	(12
September	2022).
The	researchers	hope	to	have	the	vaccine
approved	in	2023.

SAHPRA	warns	about	toxic	medicines
In	October	SAHPRA	warned	that	four	products	from	an	Indian	company,	Maiden

Pharmaceuticals,	are	not	registered	for	use	in	SA.	They	are	Promethazine	oral	solution,
Kofexmalin	baby	cough	syrup,	Makoff	baby	cough	syrup	and	Magrip	N	Cold	syrup.	

	

NEWS	FROM	MEDICAL	SCHEMES

Discovery	wins	case
against	RAF

In	October	Judge	Mandla	Mbongwe	ruled	that	the	Road
Accident	Fund’s	(RAF)	directive	-	not	to	pay	for	past
medical	expenses	for	car	accident	victims	who	have
medical	schemes	-	was	unlawful.		

This	followed	Discovery	Health’s	court	challenge	of	the	RAF’s	decision	as	“inconsistent
with	the	fund’s	obligations	under	the	Road	Accident	Fund	Act”.
In	his	ruling,	Judge	Mbongwe	said:	“Not	only	was	the	directive	a	‘flagrant	disregard’	of	the
Act	but	a	‘hopeless	undermining	of	the	Constitution	which	seeks	lawfulness,	justice	and
fairness	in	the	exercise	of	administrative	powers’.”	-	Fin24	(28	October	2022)

“The	levy	paid	on	fuel	provided	the	funds	for	the	payment	of	compensation	‘and	nothing
in	law	obliges	medical	aid	schemes	to	contribute	towards	such	compensation	…	without	a
reasonable	expectation	of	reimbursement	upon	settlement	of	the	claim’.”

	

Reserves	softens	blow
of	schemes’
contribution	hikes

“Medical	schemes	are	adopting	a	variety	of	strategies	to	return	part	of	the	cash	pile
accumulated	during	the	coronavirus	pandemic	to	members,	cushioning	financially
strapped	consumers	with	below-inflation	increases	in	January	or	deferring	hikes

until	later	this	year,”
reported	Business	Day	(31	October	2022).

According	to	Insight	Actuaries’	joint	CEO	Christoff	Raath,	"most	schemes	have	gone	with
contribution	increases	that	are	lower	than	medical	inflation	(which	is	typically	3%-4%
higher	than	consumer	price	inflation),	but	some	have	opted	to	delay	increases	and	keep
them	in	line	with	medical	inflation”	.

Discovery	Health	Medical	Scheme 	deferred	increases	in	2021	and	2022	and
will	do	so	again	in	2023.	In	February	2023	Discovery	will	announce	increases	for
April	that	will	be	in	line	with	medical	inflation.
Government	Employees	Medical	Scheme 	(GEMS)	-	restricted	to	civil	servants
and	their	dependants	-	announced	a	below-inflation	5%	contribution	increase	in
January	for	its	more	than	2-m	beneficiaries.
Bonitas	is	deferring	its	5.9%	hike	until	April	2023.
Momentum	delayed	its	2022	contribution	increase	until	September	and	is	delaying
next	year ’s	8.5%	increase	until	May.

Latest	developments	around	LCBOs	
The	latest	low-cost	medical	benefit	'product’,	published	as
a	draft	report	on	15	September	(Circular	53)	by	the
Council	for	Medical	Schemes	(CMS),	allows	medical
schemes	to	offer	cheap,	pared-down	packages	limited	to
basic	primary	healthcare	services.	This	product	could	cost
as	little	as	R130	a	month	and	would	enable	at	least	2.3-m
low-income	workers	to	enter	the	market,	reported
Business	Day	16	September	2022).

This	CMS	report	follows	more	than	seven	years	after	government	tasked	the	CMS	in
2015	with	“developing	a	legal	framework	to	enable	medical	schemes	to	offer	LCBOs
exempted	from	providing	the	full,	costly	suite	of	benefits	stipulated	by	the	Medical
Schemes	Act”.	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

	

To	read	the	following	summaries	of	news	from	Medical	Schemes
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GENERAL	NEWS

Local	anaesthetist	gets
international	recognition
An	oxygen	device,	by	a	local	anaesthetist,	Dr	Craig	Parker,
has	been	listed	in	the	World	Health	Organisation’s	(WHO)
22	Compendium,	giving	it	international	recognition.

Dr	Parker ’s	device,	called	OxERA,	saved	hundreds	of	lives	during	Covid-19,	particularly
around	the	rural	Eastern	Cape,	reported	(Spotlight,	27	September	2022).

“A	brochure	describes	OxERA	as	an	‘all-in-one	device	using	an	oxygen	accumulator	bag,
an	anaesthetic	mask	and	an	adjustable	mechanical	peep	valve	(a	spring-loaded	valve
which	the	patient	exhales	against)	that	is	cost-effective	and	oxygen	efficient’.	The	device
requires	an	oxygen	source	but	uses	less	oxygen	than	traditional	ventilators	and	is	simpler
to	operate.”
	

Healthcare	suffers
most	cyber	attacks

“Global	reports	indicate	that	healthcare	data	breaches	reached	a	record	high	in	2021.
Indeed,	healthcare	now	sees	more	cyberattacks	than	any	other	industry,”

reported	Bizcommunity	(18	July	2022).

“Hackers	go	after	healthcare	because	patient	data	and	hospital	systems	are	lucrative
prey.	Hackers	know	they	can	demand	a	high	ransom	if	they	compromise	patient	data	or
healthcare	systems.They	also	know	healthcare	organisations	will	likely	pay	the	ransom	—
and	fast	because	compromised	data	and	systems	can	cost	lives	in	a	hospital	setting.”

Bogus	doctors	on	the	increase
According	to	the	Health	Professions	Council	of	SA	(HPCSA)	55	people	had	been	arrested
in	2021	and	2022	for	either	fraud	or	being	bogus	doctors.	The	council	said	it	was	working

in	joint	operations	with	the	South	African	Police	Service	and	the	South	African	Health
Products	Regulatory	Authority	to	apprehend	the	fake	doctors.

Meanwhile,	Vincent	Tlala,	chief	executive	of	the	South	African	Pharmacy	Council	(SAPC),
said	there	were	no	records	of	bogus	pharmacies	operating	in	the	country,	nor	had	the

body	come	across	“fake”	pharmacists.	–	The	Citizen	(8	September	2022)

	

SPECIAL	NOTES	

Read	More

Practice	for	sale	in	Gqeberha/PortElizabeth
Once-in-a-lifetime	opportunity	for	Endocrinologist,	Physician	or	Doctor	with	a	special

interest	in	Diabetes	to	buy	a	well-established,	flourishing	practice	and	gain	access	to	an
untapped	segment	of		the	Eastern	Cape	healthcare	market.		

Location:	Practice	based	in	Netcare	Greenacres	Hospital	Gqeberha	(Port	Elizabeth).
For	more	info:	

contact	(042)	363	0859	or	podgorsk@iafrica.com
To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

	

Medical	rooms	to	let	in	Toikai,	Cape	Town
Medical	rooms	to	let	in	Tokai,	Southern	Suburbs,	Cape	Town.	The	premises	have

excellent	visibility	in	an	upmarket	area	opposite	a	large	shoppng	centre.	It	also	offers
ample	parking,	security,	uncapped	Wi-fi	and	is	wheelchair	friendly.

For	more	info,	contact:
Steve:	072	477	0547

Vacancy	for	four	periodic	Psychiatrists	at
Dr	George	Mukhari	Academic	Hospital

Appropriate	qualification	in	psychiatry	which	allows	registration	as	a	medical	specialist
psychiatrist	with	the	Health	Professions	Council	of	South	Africa	(HPCSA).	Current

registration	with	the	HPCSA	as	a	medical	specialist	psychiatrist.	Sound	knowledge	and
skills	in	Psychiatry.	Ability	to	work	in	a	multi-disciplinary	team.	Knowledge	of	Legislation,
Policies	and	Procedures	pertaining	to	Mental	Health	Care	Users.	Computer	literacy.	A

valid	driver's	license.
For	more	info	contact:

Dr.	LK	Ndhlovu	Tel:	012	529	3433/3201

Vacancy	for	Ophthalmologist	in	Cape	Town	
	Position	for	an	Ophthalmic	surgeon	at	the	Eye	Laser	Clinic	Group	wanting	to	reside	and
work	in	Cape	Town	with	view	to	partnership.	Preference	for	retinal	surgery	experience.

Equity	partnership	available.
Contact	Details:	

CEO	Juandre	Kruger:	082	662	3534	or	Ceo@eyelaserclinic.co.za

To	advertise	in	Private	Practice
Review	please	contact:	maretha@healthman.co.za

Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView	prov ides	news	and	opinion	articles	as	a	serv ice	to	our	members	to
enhance	their	understanding	of	the	health	care	industry.		The	information	contained	in	these	publications	is
published	without	warranties	of	any	kind,	either	express	or	implied.	Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView
are	published	solely	for	informational	purposes	and	should	not	to	be	construed	as	adv ice	or	recommendations.
Indiv iduals	should	take	into	account	their	own	unique	and	specific	circumstances	in	acting	on	any	news	or
articles	published.	Often	these	articles	originate	from	sources	outside	our	organization	that	are	reported	in	the
national	press.	Consequently,	any	information,	trademarks,	serv ice	marks,	product	names	or	named	features	are
assumed	to	be	the	property	of	their	respective	owners,	and	are	used	solely	for	informative	purposes	in	our
publications.	There	is	furthermore	no	implied	endorsement	of	any	of	the	products,	goods	or	serv ices	mentioned	in
our	publications.
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