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NOTICE

Private Practice Review presents the reader with a summary of the most relevant breaking news in the local and
global healthcare industry, as obtained from media sources, including the public broadcaster, independent television
broadcasters, independent news agencies, newspapers, radio and news sites. HealthMan strives to quote the
Original Source. HealthMan compiles this information to provide the reader with a brief overview of the most recent
events and developments as they are reported in the media. The views and opinions expressed in Private Practice
Review are those of the authors of the media sources and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of
HealthMan, its directors, employees and associates.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

'COVID-19 loan plan looks
like it has failed', says BASA
The Banking Association of South Africa (BASA) says that as of 27 February 2021,
R18.01-bn in loans had been approved by banks and taken up by small
businesses under the COVID-19 Loan Guarantee Scheme.
- BusinessTech (17 March 2021)
"In the preceding two weeks, participating banks received only 258 applications for loans,
of which only 61 were approved, the association said.
"Announced by president Cyril Ramaphosa in April 2020, alongside other measures, the
scheme aimed to encourage banks to lend more money, on more favourable terms, to
businesses whose operations had been affected by the pandemic."
To read more click on the button below
Read More

OPINION:

NHI: There is a practical,
rational, non-ideological
alternative policy scenario
“In the midst of the prevailing socio-economic gloom occasioned by a plethora of
bad policies and exacerbated by the COVID-19 threat, combined with the
impending NHI doom in SA, there is a practical, rational, non-ideological
alternative policy scenario that builds on the historical strength of the private
sector, with the government playing an important, non-intrusive, complementary
role in expediting access to quality medical care for those who cannot afford it,”
wrote Temba Nolutshungu director of the Free Market Foundation
in Business Day (18 March 2021)
“Alas, the NHI plans are based on the good intentions of providing better healthcare for
all, especially the people who are dependent on the taxpayers who pay the costs of their
care. However, the economic calculations reveal that the imposition of the NHI would
precipitate counterproductive and destructive consequences for SA’s healthcare services
- all at great cost to both taxpayers and the poor.”
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

Case for global vaccine
producing
“Last week, Western nations blocked proposals from SA and India to waive
typical intellectual property rules for COVID-19 shots, treatments and other
measures until the world reaches herd immunity. It was the eighth time the
issue was discussed at the WTO.”
– Editorial Comment Business Day (15 March 2021)
“The government has ordered 43-m doses of COVID-19 vaccines from Johnson &
Johnson (J&J), Pfizer and the global vaccine financing facility Covax, but it has no control
over potential manufacturing delays even as it cannot escape the blame that it let South
Africans down by dragging its feet when other countries, including our emerging market
peers, pre-ordered the vaccines in 2020.
“While it’s hard to dispute the assertion that patent protections were behind the
development of the vaccine at a record pace, and that taking that away could potentially
stifle innovation, it is clear that manufacturing the vaccine needs to be scaled up.
As suggested by WTO head Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, there’s a ‘third way’ to resolve the
issue in which Big Pharma can licence manufacturing to other countries to ensure
adequate supplies.”

Leaving a legacy in
troubled times
"The pandemic has undoubtedly turned the world upside down.
We have all witnessed how circumstances can change, emphasising
how important it is to get and maintain your affairs in order."
- Article by PSG: Leaving a legacy in the series Big Picture Insights
The article concentrates on:
Estate planning is more than leaving a will;
Holistic estate planning is more than just looking at your personal estate; and
Marital regime and maintenance obligations play a very important role.
To read the article, click on the button below
Leaving a Legacy

NEWS ON GOVERNMENT

Urgent call on government to
stop mass exodus of
healthcare workers
SA is experiencing a mass exodus of healthcare workers, looking for greener
pastures following graduation. Xpatweb managing director, Marisa Jacobs, has
called on the government to do more to stop this.
To make things worse, nearly half (48%) of practicing nurses in the country are due to
reach retirement age in the next 15 years, with not nearly enough in training to fill the
shortfall. In an article by Jacobs, published in BusinessTech (23 March 2021) she
suggests several options to resolve the issue. They include the introducing of a special
visa and a Critical Skills list.
To read the article in BusinessTech, click on the button below
Read more

SA's top coronavirus adviser steps down
On Thursday, March 25, BusinessLive reported that Prof Salim Abdool Karim, head of
the ministerial advisory committee on COVID-19 (MAC) has resigned. Apparently
Karim advised Health Minister Zweli Mkhize in a letter dated February 24, that his term of
office would come to an end in March. He will now devote his attention to his HIV
research and other academic commitments. Karim is an internationally respected
scientist who holds positions at the universities of Columbia, Cornell and Harvard.

Go ahead for
Pfizer/BioNtech vaccines

Pfizer jab less effective in
SA according to Israeli data

The South African Health Products
Regulatory Association (SAHPRA), granted
a Section 21 authorisation for the
Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine,
branded Comirnaty, clearing the way for
the shot to be imported and administered
before it has been registered in SA,
reported Business Day (17 March 2021).
However, it is still not clear when the
vaccines will arrive in South Africa.
Earlier, Minister Mkhize told Parliament
that 600 000 doses of Pfizer’s vaccine
were expected by the end of March.

An Israeli study has indicated the PfizerBioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is less
effective against the so-called SA variant of
the virus, reported The Times of Israel
(22 March 2021). The study by scientists
from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
said that the vaccine produces high levels
of antibodies that efficiently combat both
the generic strain of the virus and the
British variant. The vaccine only
moderately neutralised the SA variant. It
was also less effective against strains of
both the British and the South African
variants.

'SA’s bungles cost it badly
on vaccines'

'Stutttering SA left behind in
vaccination drive’

"SA may not be unique in the snail’s pace
of our COVID-19 vaccine rollout, but we
are certainly being left behind by our peers
in the largest global mass inoculation
programme yet conducted,” reported
Financial Mail (25 March 2021).

On March 17, News24 reported that
Rwanda (a country of about 12-m people)
has vaccinated 140 000 people against
COVID-19 in two days, while SA has only
managed the same number in three
weeks.
According to Prof Francois Venter, Director
of Ezintsha, a subdivision of Wits
Reproductive Health & HIV Institute, SA
was vaccinating way below the necessary
levels to reach community immunity
soon: 200 000 people a day instead of the
current 7 000 should be vaccinated.

“More than 450-m people have been
vaccinated to date in 161 countries (mostly
developed nations). Yet by last weekend,
fewer than 200 000 South Africans were on
this list.”

LATEST CORONAVIRUS STATISTICS
Local figures on 24 March 2021
According to statistics from the Department of Health and the National Institute for
Communicable Diseases a total of 1 540 009 cases of COVID-19 have been reported
with 1 048 new cases in the last 24 hours. A total of 1 466 595 people have recovered;
52 372 deaths have been reported; and 9 690 819 coronavirus tests have been
conducted: 4 249 963 in the pubic sector and 5 440 856 in the private sector
The latest global COVID-19 statistics on March 25 :
Cases reported:125 566 907
Deaths reported: 2 759 140
Recoveries: 101 381 940

Eastern Cape department of
health seems to be
'terminally ill'
The newly appointed MEC for health in the Eastern Cape, Nomakhosazana Meth, has to
deal with a health department facing a R7.2-bn reduction in budget in 2021, and a further
R28.2-bn over the next three years covered by the Medium-Term Expenditure
Framework (MTEF).
Meanwhile, the contracts of 5 000 community health workers (CHWs) are scheduled to
be terminated by the end of March 2021, due to a lack of resources and spikes in
medico-legal claims.The department faces lawsuits in the order of R3.1-bn. This amount
is expected to rise to R4.4-bn by the end of the year. Meth blamed the astronomical
medico-legal claim bill on unscrupulous lawyers, who are colluding with “unethical and
shameless” healthcare workers in the Eastern Cape, to milk the department of billions of
rands in dubious claims.

SPECIAL NEWS

Click here to read more about the facility

FINANCIAL NEWS
Aspen
Pharmacare
on track with
J&J plans
Pharmaceutical manufacturer, Aspen Pharmacare announced its interim financial results
for the six months to December 31, saying it is on track with its plans to produce Johnson
& Johnson’s (J&J) coronavirus vaccine and is committed to reintroducing dividends.
Aspen reported a 17% increase in revenue to R18.63-bn for the six months to December
31, compared with R15.98-bn the year before. Headline earnings per share rose 11% to
571c, up from 515.7c in the corresponding period last year – Business Day (11 March
2021).
Aspen said it expected to complete the technology transfer of J&J’s COVID-19 vaccine
during the second quarter of the year. The deal with J&J, announced last November, will
see Aspen fill and package vials of J&J’s vaccine at its sterile plant in Port Elizabeth.

PHARMACEUTICAL NEWS
AstraZeneca saga:

Public relations nightmare
may lead
to vaccine hesitancy,
warns researchers
- News24, 24March 2021
"The AstraZeneca vaccine has had to weather one controversy after another
since the worldwide rollout began."
- News24 (24 March 2021)
The SA government has recently sold the AstraZeneca vaccines it has obtained in
February after data showed the vaccine gave minimal protection against mild-tomoderate infection caused by the country's dominant coronavirus variant.
On Monday (22 March 2021) AstraZeneca announced that data from a US trial
showed that the AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine was 79% effective at preventing
symptomatic illness and was 100% effective against severe or critical disease and
hospitalisation.
On Tuesday US authorities said AStra Zeneca might have used outdated data as
part of their trial results
On March 25, News24 reported that according to the latest US trials, the efficacy
of the AstraZeneca vaccine is only 76%.
Earlier the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the World Health Organisation
(WHO) said the benefits outweighed the risks following investigations into reports
of blood clots.
"It's not like their vaccine has more problems than the other vaccines. The
question is why theirs is always getting more bad press,"
- deputy vice-chancellor of research and innovation at KZN, Prof Mosa
Moshabela
To read the article on the News24 website, click on the button below
Read More

Chinese
manufacturer
Sinovac offers SA
5-m vaccines
Chinese coronavirus vaccine manufacturer Sinovac Biotech has offered to supply the SA
government with 5-m doses of its CoronaVac shot, which could be provided within
weeks, its local partner Numolux said.- Business Day (18 March 2021).
Sinovac’s promise of swift delivery comes as the government faces delays in obtaining
the vaccines committed by Johnson & Johnson (J&J) and Pfizer, most of which are only
expected in the second half of the year. Sinovac’s vaccine has yet to be given the green
light by SA’s medicines regulator.
In November 2020, the SA Police Service (SAPS) raided a warehouse in
Germiston east of Johannesburg and discovered a consignment of packages
resembling
C-19 vaccines. They comprised around 2 400 fake doses and large quantities of
counterfeit N95 facemasks that originated from China worth around
R6-m ($40 000).
In February, police in China dismantled a criminal network responsible for
producing and selling water as C-19 vaccine shots in Kunshan, eastern China.

GENERAL NEWS
HealthMan, Iso Leso and SAPPF joined
forces in assisting with the COVID-19
vaccine roll out at Netcare Milpark
Hospital from 15 - 29 March.
Behind the computers are Carl Bouwer,
(HealthMan) and Manny Rodrigues (Iso
Leso). Standing behind them is
SAPPF's CEO, Dr Simon Strachan.
Of the 79 652 vaccines made available,
26 849 were reserved for the private
sector.

New virus variant may be
cause of higher death rate

ART found to reduce risk of
developing active TB

A study released by the National Institute
of Communicable Disease’s (NICD’s) found
that the new coronavirus variant detected
in SA late in 2020 may be one reason for
the higher death rates among patients
hospitalised with COVID-19 during the
country’s second wave of infections.
Analysis of records from 627 public and
private hospitals found the in-hospital case
fatality rate had peaked at 29.1% during
the second wave, compared with 20.8% in
the first wave. (Business Day, 12 March
2021)
Even after accounting for the increased
admissions, and other factors such as
different age profiles, the researchers still
found a 20% increased risk of in-hospital
mortality in the second wave, which “could
possibly be related to the new variant”.

Researchers have discovered that
antiretroviral treatment (ART) lowered the
risk of developing active
tuberculosis (TB) in HIV co-infected people
by reducing the activation of the body’s
immune response.
The study, published in Frontiers in
Immunology Journal, was a collaboration
between scientists from the Wellcome
Centre for Infectious Diseases Research in
Africa at the University of Cape Town
(UCT) and the Francis Crick Institute in the
United Kingdom.
The findings indicate that ART is an
effective way to reduce the risk of TB in
HIV co-infected people, reducing TB
incidence between 54% and 92% at the
individual level.

Charities slam rich nations on access to vaccines
Reuters reported on March 11, that more than 40 charities in Africa, including Amnesty
International and Christian Aid, slammed rich nations for blocking efforts to waive patents
for COVID-19 vaccines, saying this would prolong the pandemic for years in poorer
nations and push millions across the continent deeper into poverty. According to Peter
Kamalingin, Oxfam International’s Africa director, sub-Saharan Africa – 14% of the global
population had received only 0.2% of 300-m vaccine doses administered worldwide.

Private sector wants in
SA’s private sector should be allowed to
secure vaccines in a bid to speed up the
roll-out, reported Times Live (23 March
2021). According to Shoprite CEO Pieter
Engelbrecht it is critical that Shoprite staff
should be vaccinated as they interact with
about 25-m customers every month.
According to Charmane Russell,
spokesperson for the Minerals Council of
SA, the mining industry could vaccinate
between 60 000 and 80 000 people a day.
The mining industry has previously
volunteered to contribute funding to
vaccine procurement and make available
its healthcare resources and infrastructure
to the vaccination programme if needed.

TB survey an eye-opener
According to a survey of SA’s tuberculosis
(TB) prevalence the country has a far
higher number of people with TB than
previously thought.
The survey, conducted on behalf of the
DoH between 2017 and 2019, showed that
in 2018 the prevalence in SA was 737 per
100 000: lowest in younger people (aged
15-24), peaked in those aged 35 to 44;
and adults older than 65.
Many people are living with TB who have
not been diagnosed or treated.
World Tuberculosis Day: 24 March

NEWS FROM MEDICAL AIDS
Half of scheme members happy to pay
for others’ vaccines
According to an online-survey conducted by the Council for Medical Schemes (CMS)
(75 518 responses) only half of SA’s medical scheme members back a government
proposal that they help fund COVID-19 vaccines for non-members. The results reflect
division within the medical schemes industry, which has yet to agree with the government
on how it might help fund the vaccine rollout, reported Business Day (17 March 2021).
The most likely solution is that medical schemes will pay a premium on the price the
government pays to vaccine manufacturers, but it is still not clear how the premium will
be set. Key concerns are the potential effect on medical schemes’ financial sustainability,
and the legality of funding care for non-medical scheme members.

Discovery Life: 60% of all C-19-related
claims were from healthcare workers
Discovery Life announced that it has paid out R1.5-bn in COVID-19 related claims since
March 2020. This included R1.4-b in life claims; R73-m in income protection claims; and
R14-m in severe illness claims. 60% of all C-19-related claims were from healthcare
workers, despite making up only 4.9% of its clients. Healthcare workers also accounted
for R125-m of Discovery Life’s overall death claims related to Covid-19, and R18-m of
the income protection claims paid out by the unit since the onset of the pandemic.

HealthMan has added all the medical scheme benefits guides to the
HealthMan website. To view them, click on the button below.
Medical Scheme Benefit guides

Circulars from the CMS
The following Circulars were
published by the CMS
in March 2021.

18 of 2021
Adjustment on fees payable
to brokers with efffect from
1 Jannuary 2021

20 of 2021
Notice to medical schemes regarding
Annual General members' meetings
and trustee elections

19 of 2021
Expanded scope of practice of
optometry service providers

21 of 2021
Update to Healthcare Utilisation
Annual Statutory Return

SPECIAL NOTES
Special Post in Psychiatryat Valkenberg Hospital
A 5/8th specialist post in psychiatry is available immediately at Valkenberg Hospital.
The post is a joint appointment of the Department of Psychiatry & Mental Health,
University of Cape town and the Provincial Government of the Western Cape.
To read more, click on the buttons below
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