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NOTICE
Private Practice Review presents the reader with a summary of the most relevant breaking news in the local and
global healthcare industry, as obtained from media sources, including the public broadcaster, independent television
broadcasters, independent news agencies, newspapers, radio and news sites. HealthMan strives to quote the
Original Source. HealthMan compiles this information to provide the reader with a brief overview of the most recent
events and developments as they are reported in the media. The views and opinions expressed in Private Practice
Review are those of the authors of the media sources and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of
HealthMan, its directors, employees and associates.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Pandemic an opportunity for
GP's to play a bigger role in
primary care
“A recent survey showed people are expecting to get their vaccine from their General
Practitioner (GP) practice or the local pharmacy. Yet, disappointingly, there is no plan
to put our GPs at the centre of the Covid vaccine rollout. Such a plan, with funding,
organisational and resource support, could begin a shift from small practices with limited
capacity to bigger organised team practices that are cost-effective and have capacity.
This shift would boost our entire healthcare system, which we urgently need as the
country strives to create a high-functioning universal healthcare system with the NHI.”
- Angelique Coetzee and Brian Ruff in Business Day (6 May 2021).
To read more, click on the buttton below
Read More

Covid-19: 71% of South
Africans want the vaccine,
but only 1% has had it
“We are waiting for an uptick in the economy; waiting for jobs; waiting for the
ANC to sort out who is suspending who - but most of all, we are waiting for
vaccines,
- Nic Spaull in Financial Mail (13 May 2021)
“The problem is, there is none available.
“Why is this? SA has the resources. It has the expertise. It has the health infrastructure.
Instead, it would seem, there was a failure to strategically plan, and to hedge bets.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

Pandemic triggered
significant shifts in healthcare
globally
Healthcare is undergoing an unprecedented rate of change currently triggered by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Of interest right now, says Ryan Noach, CEO at Discovery Health,
are new technologies, including biotech and genetics, where data and connectivity are
opening up a world of intuitive, broad healthcare access.
“The Covid-19 pandemic triggered significant shifts in healthcare globally, driven
by two main dynamics. First, the sudden elevated health risk exposure for all
consumers and healthcare professionals and, second, the stark urgency for broad
access to high quality healthcare.”
Ryan Noach. Business Day (29 April 2021)
Also read: Influence of digital technology on healthcare
Read More

NEWS ON GOVERNMENT

Health Minister announces national
fund to be set up for medical
litigation claims
Health Minister Dr Zweli Mkhize recently announced that a national fund - similar to the
newly-formed No-Fault Compensation Fund for Covid-19 vaccinations - would be set
up for medical litigation claims.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

DoH asks Treasury for more
money due to Covid-19
Basic health services such as testing for
HIV/AIDS and TB, maintenance, filling
vacancies and the purchasing of new
equipment were severely hampered in the
last financial year as the National Health
Department (DoH) shifted its resources,
reported News24 (8 May 2021).
According to the department’s chief
financial officer, Ian van der Merwe, a
performance plan and budget for the
2021/2022 financial year has been
presented to National Treasury to acquire
additional funding. Discounting the funds
allocated to C-19, the reduction in the
budget was about 16%. This will have an
impact on nationally managed
programmes and infrastructure in
provinces.

SAHPRA appeals to
Treasury for more funding
The SA Health Products Regulatory
Authority (SAHPRA) has appealed to the
National Treasury for a bigger budget,
warning that it cannot do its job effectively
unless key vacancies are filled.
SAHPRA’s Treasury allocation for this
financial year is 8% less than last year’s,
falling from R159-m in 2020/2021 to
R146-m in 2021/2022.
SAHPRA CEO, Boitumelo SemeteMakokotlela, told Parliament it needs about
500 personnel to function properly, but at
the moment it has only 290. Significant
investments were also required to continue
digitising SAHPRA’s processes.

Push for tighter lockdown in South Africa
News24 reported on May 10, that Dr Asmal Dasoo, convenor of the Progressive Health
Forum, said SA should move to a higher lockdown level. Healthcare workers should be
prepared for an influx of new cases, and gatherings should be limited to around 10
people.
Alex van den Heever, chair of Social Security Systems Administration and Management
Studies at the University of the Witwatersrand, also suggested that gatherings of more
than ten people should be blocked as the country ramps up its vaccination programme.
On Thursday (7 May), Health Minister Dr Zweli Mkhize said that government can
facilitate and intervene, but ultimately it would rather concentrate on economic recovery
rather than imposing further restrictions.

SPECIAL NEWS

Read More

FINANCIAL NEWS

Netcare in limbo over the
termination of its contentious
Lesotho hospital partnership
Private hospital group Netcare is yet to receive an official notice from the Lesotho
government regarding the termination of its public-private partnership at the Queen
Mamohato Memorial Hospital, reported Fin24 (5 May 2021).
Netcare runs the hospital’s operations, as well as those of three filter clinics in Maseru,
as part of the Tsepong consortium, in which it holds a 40% interest. The Lesotho
government recently announced that the project, which is in its 13th year of an 18-year
contract, will be terminated, accusing Tsepong of non-compliance. The consortium
blames the state of having missed payments for service it received.
According to Netcare the consortium had not agreed to the termination of the contract
and it was still waiting to hear from the government on the way forward.

Clicks to buy Pick n Pay’s
retail pharmacy business
SA’s largest pharmacy retail network, Clicks, announced that it plans to buy Pick n Pay’s
retail pharmacy business, including 25 in-store pharmacies which will be rebranded to
Clicks. Clicks opened its 600th pharmacy in February and the acquisition will increase its
national presence to 632, reported Moneyweb (10 May 2021). The retail pharmacy
chain plans to have 900 stores in SA, with a pharmacy in each.
Pick n Pay COO Adrian Naude said the company's growth plans do not include its
pharmacies, and the group wanted to ensure that staff jobs were saved, which the
transaction will ensure.
The pharmacists will be employed by Clicks. The merger is subject to approval by the
competition and regulatory authorities.

PHARMACEUTICAL NEWS

Why South Africa stopped
making vaccines
- Adele Sulcas
Bhekisisa Centre for Healthcare Journalism, May 6, 2021.
“SA is one of only a handful of African countries - the others are Egypt, Ethiopia,
Morocco,
Senegal and Tunisia - with at least some capability to make vaccines. Yet our country is
producing next to none. South Africa, for instance, has world-class local vaccineproduction facilities in the form of the Cape Town-based company, Biovac, which was
created in 2003 in partnership with the government as a way to ‘establish local vaccine
manufacturing capability’.”
No South African company has manufactured a shot from scratch since 2001 - and
the Covid pandemic has exposed this massive failure and its corresponding
consequences.
Aspen’s new sterile facility in Gqeberha cost R3.4-bn; exceeding the amount that
the entire SA pharmaceutical industry invested in the past decade.
Although Biovac has developed the capacity to do everything from vaccine
formulation (blending primary ingredients) to “fill and finish” (putting already-made
vaccines in vials, labelling and packaging them) and inspection. The company
hasn’t managed to expand enough over the past two decades to create vaccines
from scratch (other than Hexaxim and Prevnar 13) nor to meet the scale of SA’s
needs for even the “fill and finish” of imported vaccines.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

Aspen can produce generic COVID-19 vaccines in SA
SA company Aspen, the largest medicine producer on the continent, confirmed that it
would be able to manufacture another vaccine - generic or otherwise - at its Ggeberha
factory. Aspen currently has a deal with Johnson & Johnson to package its vaccines.
Adcock Ingram, another local pharmaceutical manufacturer, said that it doesn’t have
capacity to manufacture vaccines at its plants.

US to back SA proposal
on Covid-19
The US trade representative, Katherine
Tai, has announced that the US will
support a proposal to waive intellectual
property protections for Covid-19 vaccines
at the World Trade Organisation (WTO). If
granted, the proposal will increase global
supply of Covid-19-vaccines and better
access for poor countries. SA and India
have been urging WTO members to
temporarily suspend rules on IP rights,
arguing that it would be the most efficient
and equitable way to address vaccine
shortages in poor countries. The move has
been opposed by drug makers, who say
the waiver plan is ineffective.

Drug makers slam
vaccine patent waiver
According to pharmaceutial companies
worldwide US President Joe Biden’s
support for waiving patents of Covid-19
vaccines could disrupt a fragile supply
chain and that rich countries should
instead share more generously with the
developing world.
The International Federation of
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and
Associations (IFPMA) said that - if adopted
by the World Trade Organisation - the
proposal would invite new manufacturers
that lack essential know-how and oversight
from the inventors to crowd out established
contractors. – Reuters (6 May 2021)

GENERAL NEWS

Half of South Africans gained
weight during pandemic
Half of South Africans gained weight during the Covid-19
pandemic, with 69% of them now bordering on obese,
reported TimesLive (4 May 2021).
According to a national survey (commissioned by Pharma Dynamics) conducted in the
past two months among almost 2,000 South African adults:
43% of respondents attributed their change in eating habits to stress and anxiety
over what the future holds;
42% said being confined to their homes led to more snacking and impulsive eating;
28% simply ate out of boredom.
45% percent of respondents revealed that lockdown regulations affected their
eating and exercise habits for the worse;
44%picked up 2kg-5kg;
15% are 6kg-10kg heavier; and
4% gained an extra 10kg or more.
Nicole Jennings, spokesperson for Pharma Dynamics, said it was clear that lockdown
promoted dysfunctional eating and sedentary behaviours, which need to be overturned.

Covid-19 spurs diabetes,
according to US research
According to the latest US research, published in April in the journal Nature, Covid-19
survivors were about 39% more likely to have a new diabetes diagnosis in the six months
after infection than non-infected users of the veterans’ affairs health system. The risk
works out to about 6.5 additional diabetes cases for every 1 000 Covid-19 patients who
don’t end up in the hospital. For those who do, the probability jumps to 37 per 1 000 and
it’s even higher for patients who required intensive care.
Other explanations may include an acute stress response to the infection, the use of
steroid treatments that help survival but increase blood-sugar, or just the unmasking of
diabetes cases that had previously escaped diagnosis, according to John Nicholls, a
clinical professor of pathology at the University of Hong Kong.

Coronavirus Update: (12 May 2021)
South Africa:
Total cases reported: 1,6-m
Recoveries: 1,52-m
Deaths: 54 896

Worldwide:
Total cases reported: 160-m
Recoveries: 95,8-m
Deaths: 3,32-m

I’ve been vaccinated, what now?
Do I still need to wear a mask when vaccinated?
Will I be exempt from Covid-19 regulations?
Can you get the flu shot if you've been vaccinated?
What are other countries doing that have
vaccinated larger percentages of their populations?
For the answers to these and other questions regarding Covid-19,
read Elri Voigt’s article in Spotlight ,12 May 2021:
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2021/05/11/covid-19-do-i-still-need-to-wear-a-maskwhen-vaccinated-and-other-questions/

Circulars from the CMS
The following Circulars were
published by the CMS
in April 2021.

29 of 2021

32 of 2021

Internet Service Provider Migration

Approved Levies for Medical
Schemes 2020/21

30 of 2021
Annual Statutory Returns - extension
for submission

31 of 2021

33 of 2021
Section 8(h) Exemption
Application Process

Section 61 declaration
for DSPs

SPECIAL NOTES

Vacancy for Psychiatrist in George
The George Regional Hospital in the Western Cape has a vacancy for a psychiatrist.
(Grade 1 – 3)
Commuted overtime is compulsory as well as the ability to work after-hours and
willingness and ability to travel.
For more info, contact Dr BE Boon: (044 802 4528)
Closing date: 28 May 2021
To read more, click on the button below
Read More
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