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NOTICE

Private Practice Review presents the reader with a summary of the most relevant breaking news in the local and
global healthcare industry, as obtained from media sources, including the public broadcaster, independent television
broadcasters, independent news agencies, newspapers, radio and news sites. HealthMan strives to quote the
Original Source. HealthMan compiles this information to provide the reader with a brief overview of the most recent
events and developments as they are reported in the media. The views and opinions expressed in Private Practice
Review are those of the authors of the media sources and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of
HealthMan, its directors, employees and associates.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

'HPCSA is in the Twilight
Zone on NHI Bill'
“The HPCSA wants to put it on record that, for the NHI to work, there should be only one
funding mechanism for health in the RSA,” said HPCSA president, Prof Mbulaheni
Nemutandani in a virtual presentation to the Parliamentary portfolio committee on
health.
"And it must be clear that the NHI should be taking over from the medical
schemes and all assets that sit under medical schemes must be transferred to the
NHI - that is the position of the HPCSA.
"The NHI Bill must repeal the Medical Aid Scheme Act, in its entirety, as it has no place in
the nationalised, centralised funding for health,” said Nemutandani.
To read
Michael Settas’ article: OPINION: Health Professions Council is in the Twilight
Zone on NHI Bill – Daily Maverick (25 May 2021),
click on the button below
Read More
Also read:
‘All medical scheme assets should go to NHI’ - MedicalBrief (20 May 2021)
Read More

Dr Johann Serfontein
says good bye
On Thursday, May 13, Dr Johann
Serfontein said goodbye - not only to
HealthMan, but also to South Africa. During
the past five years, Johann (senior
healthcare consultant at HealthMan) acted
as HealthMan's spokesperson regarding
government's National Health Insurance
Plan and many other healthcare
matters. We will miss you dearly, Johann.
Not only as a colleague, but also as a
friend. Your integrity, work ethic,
enthusiasm and hard work made an
unforgettable impression on everybody
whose path you crossed.
Our best wishes to you and Natasja on
your new journey!

NEWS ON GOVERNMENT

Digital Vibes: R150-m
contract was irregular
(picture: Daily Maverick)
Health Minister Zweli Mkhize says an investigation into the R150-m contract awarded to
Digital Vibes has found the tender process followed contravened the Public Finance
Management Act (PFMA).
The company is allegedly controlled by Mkhize’s former personal spokesperson, Tahera
Mather, and his former personal assistant, Naadhira Mitha.
“The process of appointing Digital Vibes was irregular. The irregularity findings range
from inconsistencies in the bid committees to lack of disclosure of conflict of interest,”
Mkhize told Parliament. – TimesLive (26 May 2021)
Mkhize said that he had not personally benefitted from the contract.
The Special Investigating Unit (SIU) is still investigating the contract in a separate probe,
reported News24 (2021)

Price of a Covid-19
shot seems to have
doubled
Although Health Minister Zweli Mkhize
previously told Parliament each dose
of Pfizer and J&J vaccine was expected to
cost R140 (VAT excluded)
the price has since doubled.
In a circular, released on May 14, the Department of Health (DoH) announced
that private medical aids will be charged R308,48 per dose for the Pfizer vaccine plus
VAT, a total of R354.75 per dose. The Johnson & Johnson jab will cost R286.96 plus
VAT, a total of R330.00 per dose. Healthcare facilities will charge an additional R70 for
administering each vaccine, confirming details on the EVDS, providing counselling, and
covering the cost of vaccine waste and other expenditure.
For insured patients, the cost of vaccine plus administration will be paid in full by their
medical schemes as this is a prescribed minimum benefit (PMB). Uninsured patients who
are referred to private healthcare providers by the EVDS will have the cost of the vaccine
and the administration thereof covered by the DoH.

Vaccine registration system ‘is holding up’
Health department DG for National Health Insurance, Nicholas Crisp, dismissed claims
that professional services firm Deloitte has been brought on board to fix software
problems with the coronavirus vaccine registration system, reported Business Day (26
May 2021).
Crisp conceded there have been problems with the EVDS, including scheduling glitches,
but said the system is working and the number of active sites is expanding.

'Johannesburg’s hospitals
are in critical condition and
need urgent help'
“Johannesburg’s public health services are on life support and the prognosis is poor.
There are no signs of urgency to bring Charlotte Maxeke Johannesburg Academic
Hospital (picture above) back online after a fire forced its closure,"
reported Mark Heywood in The Citizen (24 May 2021).
Not far away, both Helen Joseph and Rahima Moosa hospitals are operating under
extremely difficult conditions as their water supply has been intermittent for days.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

SPECIAL NEWS

Read More

Vaccination enabling
framework excluding GPs
‘an opportunity missed’
If one understands the crucial role of a highly functional primary healthcare system,
believing at the same time that a crisis is a good time to get people to do something
extraordinary, then not creating a vaccination framework in which GPs in particular could
respond from the outset, is a “terrible opportunity missed”.
“Most countries that have really got their vaccines out there accurately and quickly used
their primary health systems,” said Dr Brian Ruff, PPO Serve Director, in a recent
webinar discussion with IHRM Covid Impact webinar speakers. The discussion
included Dr Nicholas Crisp, newly appointed Deputy DG NHI, and Insight Actuaries and
Consultants CEO, Christoff Raath.
“The pandemic provided an opportunity to push down the reform road to where we know
we need to go in the public and private sector to make the primary care system
stronger,” Ruff added. He stressed the importance of getting people to register for their
vaccinations at their local clinic or GP, in order for GP practices to become predominant
vaccine sites.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

In its latest monetary policy statement the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the
South African Reserve Bank (SARB) unanimously decided to keep the repo rate
unchanged at 3.50%. "With inflation expectations remaining stable, and despite inflation
risk increasing, the committee still expects inflation to be contained in 2021, before rising
to around the midpoint of the inflation target range in 2022 and 2023," the SARB stated
on
20 May 2021.
It is for this reason that we recommend that investors consider investing a considerable
part of their investment portfolio in equities.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

FINANCIAL NEWS

Dis-Chem reinstates its dividend
after better earnings
Dis-Chem has reinstated its dividend after reporting a solid rise in earnings, despite its
2021 financial year coinciding with the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, which brought
mixed fortunes for the group. Online sales went up by 260.7% and this trend is expected
to continue as consumers get comfortable with the security and convenience of online
shopping. Dis-Chem said various restrictions during each level of lockdown dramatically
changed the shopping behaviour of its customers.
Retail revenue grew by 7.6% to R23.4-bn, with comparable-store revenue up 2.7%. It
added a net 22 new stores to its network, including three Mediclinic stores and acquired
two new pharmacies during the year, ending February with 194 stores.

Netcare returns to profit as it adapts to Covid-19
Private hospital group Netcare managed to return to profit in its first half to end-March,
despite a severe second Covid-19 wave. However, the recovery fell short of the
company’s pre-pandemic performance, reported Business Day (25 May 2021). Netcare
posted a R375-m profit in its 2021 half-year, from a loss of R196-m in the previous six
months.

Death claims nearly tripled
for Momentum Metropolitan

Covid-19 deaths cost
Old Mutual R2.7-bn

Life insurer Momentum Metropolitan has
paid out R3.9-bn in death claims in the first
quarter, nearly three times higher than it
had initially expected, signalling the
severity of the second wave of Covid-19
infections, reported Business Day (25
May 2021). The average amount of claims
in the three months to end-March was
nearly triple the three-year pre-pandemic
average for Momentum Life and
Momentum Corporate.

Life insurer Old Mutual had settled Covidrelated death claims of about R2-bn in the
three months to the end of March. Only
R1.3-bn is left in the reserves kitty and it is
monitoring the situation amid emerging
signs of a third wave, reported Business
Day (24 May 2021). Life insurance
companies have been at the coalface of
the pandemic, which has killed more than
55 500 people in SA since its outbreak.

PHARMACEUTICAL NEWS

SA-born billionaire plans
to solve Africa’s vaccine
shortage
South African-born US biotech billionaire Patrick Soon-Shiong has spent the last year at
home, but he’s not been idle. It’s given him the time to plot a way to help Africa produce
its own vaccines. ImmuntyBio, in which he is a part owner, has signed a deal with The
BioVac Institute, a state-backed SA vaccine company, to manufacture coronavirus doses
from scratch in the country. He’s also giving an initial R3-bn to the nation of his birth to
help pass on technology for Covid-19 shots and other therapies that can be exported
around the continent. – Times Live (23 May 2021)
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

Expensive cancer medicines
leads to high mortality rate
At a webinar around the theme “Inequities to cancer medicines in South Africa”, Prof
Fatima Suleman from UKZN said research has found that 9% of adult mortality was
caused by cancer with the projection that this would worsen over the next 10 years. This
was the direct result of the high cost of medicines, the required care for patients as well
as unfactored costs of chemotherapy such as buying wigs and securing transport
to therapy.
The cost of cancer therapy in SA starts at a staggering R1-m, with each treatment
costing at least R25 000 - completely unaffordable for public sector patients, said
Suleman. She suggested that countries collaborate to increase their purchasing power
of medicines.

What it will take to make mRNA vaccines in SA
Messenger RNA vaccines have been hailed for their manufacturing advantages over
conventional vaccines – so much so that African leaders such as President Cyril
Ramaphosa have called for mRNA production capacity to be developed in Africa.
To read Catherine Tomlinson's article in Spotlight (24 May 2021)
click on the button below
Read More

SAHPRA approves longer
fridge time for Pfizer shot
The SA Health Products Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA) has extended the length of time
the thawed Pfizer/BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine can be stored in a normal refrigerator from
five days to a month. This follows similar announcements by the European Medicines
Agency, the US Food and Drug Administration and the UK Medicines and Health
Products Regulatory Agency. Because the Pfizer vaccine requires ultracold freezer
temperatures and short refrigerator storage time, it has been largely limited to urban
healthcare facilities in SA
A study, supported by the UK Coronavirus Immunology Consortium, found
delaying the second Pfizer vaccine dose to 12 weeks significantly increases
antibody responses in older people, reported The Citizen (20 May 2021).

GENERAL NEWS

Jab-funding plan for
people without
medical aids
Business and the government are working to try and finalise a funding mechanism that
will enable some adults who don’t have medical aid to receive their free vaccinations in
private sector pharmacies, doctor’s rooms, workplaces or mass vaccine sites, reported
Business Times (23 May 2021). The mechanism would provide for private providers to
be paid by the state to vaccinate a set number of non-medical aid patients, just as they
will get paid by the medical aids to vaccinate their members.
Pharmacies and doctors have established mechanisms to charge medical-scheme
administrators, but the question is how to bill the Treasury, and how many people the
state will be willing, or able, to fund to be vaccinated at private facilities.
Estimates are that medical schemes, who will mainly be in for the more costly two-dose
Pfizer vaccines, will pay around R3.5-bn to R4-bn to vaccinate their 7.1-m adult
members.

Coronavirus Update: (26 May 2021)
South Africa:
Total cases reported: 1,64-m
Recoveries: 1,54-m
Deaths: 55 976

Worldwide:
Total cases reported: 169-m
Recoveries: 150-m
Deaths: 3.5-m

NEWS FROM MEDICAL AIDS

Discovery announces price
hike for scheme members

GEMS being investigated for
fraud, of more than R300-m

After freezing its medical aid contributions
at the same level for the first half of the
year, Discovery Health Medical Scheme
(DHMS) has announced a 5.9% increase
across all its options, reported Fin24 (22
May 2021).
Last year, the Council for Medical
Schemes recommended that medical aids
freeze their price hikes for 2021 or limit
their increases to around inflation, which is
currently above 4%. This was to “insulate
members facing financial hardship” during
the pandemic, the CMS said.

Health Minister Zweli Mkhize told
Parliament (19 May 2021) that the
Government Employees Medical Scheme
(GEMS) submitted forensic investigation
reports to the CMS for the alleged fraud
and corruption valued at more than R300m.
The investigation is ongoing.
Regarding the NHI, Dr Mkhize said that the
administration of he NHI is going to be
outsourced. The claim that GEMS is the
preferred administrator is ‘far-fetched’, said
Mkhize.

SPECIAL NOTES

Vacancy for Psychiatrist in George
The George Regional Hospital in the Western Cape has a vacancy for a psychiatrist.
(Grade 1 – 3)
Commuted overtime is compulsory as well as the ability to work after-hours and
willingness and ability to travel.
For more info, contact Dr BE Boon: (044 802 4528)
Closing date: 28 May 2021
To read more, click on the button below
Read More
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