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NOTICE

Private Practice Review presents the reader with a summary of the most relevant breaking news in the local and
global healthcare industry, as obtained from media sources, including the public broadcaster, independent television
broadcasters, independent news agencies, newspapers, radio and news sites. HealthMan strives to quote the
Original Source. HealthMan compiles this information to provide the reader with a brief overview of the most recent
events and developments as they are reported in the media. The views and opinions expressed in Private Practice
Review are those of the authors of the media sources and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of
HealthMan, its directors, employees and associates.
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CURRENT NEWS

SA moves back to
Lockown level 4
In a national address on Sunday evening (27 June), President Cyril Ramaphosa
announced that South Africa will move to an adjusted level 4 lockdown as the
country struggles against the third wave of Covid-19 infections. The restrictions
have taken effect on Monday, 28 June, and will run until 11 July.
The new restrictions are:
All indoor and outdoor gatherings are prohibited. This includes religious and social
gatherings;
Funerals and cremations are permitted but attendance may not exceed 50 people;
Night vigils and after-funeral gatherings are not allowed;
Public spaces such as beaches and parks will remain open, but no gatherings are
permitted;
The new curfew times are 21h00 – 04h00;
The sale of alcohol is prohibited;
Travel in and out of Gauteng is prohibited for leisure purposes. People will be
permitted to return home to the province if they are currently outside the borders;
Visits to old age homes and care facilities will be restricted;
Restaurants will only be able to sell food for takeaway and deliveries;
The closure of schools for the winter holidays will be brought forward. Schools will
close from (30 June) and all schools will be expected to be closed by Friday.
All contact classes at universities and other tertiary facilities will stop on
Wednesday.
To watch the President's address on YouTube, click on the button below
Watch Video

POPIA takes
effect on 1 July
Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA)
With effect from 1 July 2021, information gathering and sharing must comply with the
Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA), when the regulations become fully
enforceable. For important information regarding the implementation of the Act,
Discovery Health has compiled the following documents:
To read more, click on the buttons below
Healthcare PP management

Preparing for POPIA

The Information Regulator has confirmed that there will be no deadline for registration of
Information Officers (IO) and Deputy Information Officers (DIO); this means that no
responsible party will be held liable for not registering by 30 June 2021.
This decision follows technical glitches with the registration portal and numerous
concerns raised by responsible parties regarding the registration process. When the
registration portal has been updated it will be announced.
- Media Statement by Information Regulator of SA (22 June 2021)

New regulations regarding
electronic record-keeping
On June 3, 2021 the South African Revenue Service (SARS) published the draft public
notice whereby the SARS Commissioner prescribed the electronic form in which records,
books of account and documents that are required to be kept in terms of the Tax
Administration Act, 2011, must be held. The regulation requires employers to maintain
some standards and make it easier for SARS to access electronic records.
Electronic records imply records that are kept or stored in electronic form on a computer
or on another electronic storage device and are either originally created in an electronic
form or are converted from any non-electronic form into an electronic form.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

Also read: GENERAL NEWS
Using outdated or insecure software may leave healthcare vulnerable; and
Health and fitness apps are presenting privacy issues

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Pandemic triggered
significant shifts in healthcare
globally
Healthcare is currently undergoing an unprecedented rate of change, triggered by
the Covid-19 pandemic. Of interest right now, says Ryan Noach, CEO at Discovery
Health, are new technologies including biotech and genetics; the recent Covid-19
vaccine design; wearable sensing; and digital healthcare, where data and
connectivity are opening up a world of intuitive, broad healthcare access.
“The Covid-19 pandemic triggered significant shifts in healthcare globally, driven by two
main dynamics. First, the sudden elevated health risk exposure for all consumers and
healthcare professionals and, second, the stark urgency for broad access to high quality
healthcare,” says Noach. - Business Day (29 April 2021).
Also read: Pandemic highlights role of technology
Read More

‘A Health Minister fit to
fight the current crisis’
Earlier this month Health Minister Zweli Mkhize was
placed on special leave, pending an investigation.
Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane was appointed as Acting
Minister.
“Even if the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) clears Mkhize of any legal
wrongdoing, the affair has left his reputation badly tarnished,”
reported Marcus Low, Spotlight (25 June 2021).
The most likely scenario is that a new Health Minister is appointed once Pres
Ramaphosa receives the SIU report. Unfortunately, none of the obvious candidates from
within the ANC are particularly inspiring.
“Former Health Ministers, Drs Aaron Motsoaledi and Nkosazana Dlamini- Zuma, both
come with baggage and will face significant resistance. Other potential candidates like
former Health MECs Gwen Ramokgopa (Gauteng) and Sibongiseni Dhlomo (KwaZuluNatal) may be politically connected, but their CVs are, at best, a mixed bag.”
If Ramaphosa appoints an outsider, he would have to give
that person his clear and unambiguous backing. Ultimately, while the Digital
Vibes scandal has presented Ramaphosa with a massive headache, it has also
presented him with an opportunity to set SA's Covid-19 response on a sounder
footing and take an important step toward building a more capable state, wrote
Low.

FINANCIAL NEWS

Covid-19 took heavy
toll on life insurers
“SA life insurers paid out more than half-a-trillion rand in benefit claims in 2020 as
Covid-19 took a heavy toll. Claims and benefit payments to holders of life cover
policies rose by 6.5% to R522.7- bn in 2020, up from the previous year’s R491-bn,
according to long-term insurance statistics released by the Association for
Savings & Investment SA (ASISA).”
– Business Day (9 March 2021)
According to ASISA’s figures life industry recorded 434 216 death claims in 2020, or
almost 37% more than the 317 442 claims in 2019. The Covid-19 pandemic has
prompted insurers such as Momentum Metropolitan and Old Mutual to increase their
provisions for claims.Old Mutual has announced that it expects profit to drop by as much
as 60% in the year to end-December after the company had to set aside almost R4-bn to
cover Covid-19-related claims.

Netcare in limbo over the
termination of its contentious
Lesotho hospital partnership
In May Fin24 reported that private hospital group Netcare was still waiting to receive an
official notice from the Lesotho government regarding the termination of its public-private
partnership at the Queen Mamohato Memorial Hospital. Netcare runs the hospital’s
operations, as well as those of three filter clinics in Maseru, as part of the Tsepong
consortium, in which it holds a 40% interest.
The Lesotho government recently announced that the project, which is in its 13th year of
an 18-year contract, will be terminated, accusing Tsepong of non-compliance. The
consortium blames the state of having missed payments for service it was provided with.
According to Netcare the consortium had not agreed to the termination of the
contract.The termination could trigger a disaster at the country’s only national referral
hospital, which serves nearly a quarter of the population.

Also read the following news highlights by clicking on the button below:
Vaccine claimants give up right to sue

Complete change in vaccine market

Drug makers slam vaccine patent
waiver

What DHMS pays Discovery for admin
Provincial health in dire straits

Ascendis may become a local player
Clicks buys PnP retail pharmacies
Hughe revenue increase for Dis-Chem
Read More

SPECIAL NEWS

Covid-19 vaccine immunity:
Still a long way to go
According to seroprevalence studies, backed by the National Institute for Communicable
Diseases, up to 41% or 18-m people in South Africa have been exposed to SARS-CoV2 since the start of the pandemic last year. However, this doesn’t mean that they are
immune. It is just an indication of people who have “seen” the virus and have mounted
an antibody response, showing the virus’s force of infection or contagiousness to spread
rapidly, says Prof Barry Schoub, Chairperson of the Ministerial Advice Committee on
Vaccines.
Speaking at a webinar hosted by the Gauteng General Practitioners Collaboration
(GGPC) on "Fighting a Third Wave of Covid-19: Treatment, Vaccines and Immunity” Prof
Schoub reiterated that the objective of getting to herd immunity by vaccinating as many
people as possible will not be achieved in the foreseeable future. However, the vaccines
do offer protection against severe disease and death with the objective now being to
contain the virus to a level where it causes relatively minor illness that is tolerable.
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

PHARMACEUTICAL NEWS

SA teams up with France
and WHO for vaccine
skills transfer
In a move to improve Africa’s ability to produce vaccines, Pres Cyril Ramaphosa, French
President Emmanuel Macron and WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus announced
that a technology hub to transfer skills to local manufacturers will be set up in SA.
The hub will be the first on the continent using messenger RNA, or mRNA to make
vaccines since the outbreak of Covid-19, reported Business Day (21 June 2021).
The initiative would produce vaccines for the whole continent, Ramaphosa said. He also
repeated the call for pharmaceutical companies to temporarily waive their intellectual
property rights in the development of Covid-19 vaccines and share their technology.

Why South Africa stopped
making vaccines
“SA is one of only a handful of African countries - the others are Egypt, Ethiopia,
Morocco, Senegal and Tunisia - with at least some capability to make vaccines.
Yet our country is producing next to none. South Africa, for instance, has worldclass local vaccine-production facilities in the form of the Cape Town-based
company, Biovac, which was created in 2003 in partnership with the government
as a way to ‘establish local vaccine manufacturing capability’,”
wrote Adele Sulcas (Bhekisisa Centre for Healthcare Journalism) May 6, 2021.
No South African company has manufactured a shot from scratch since 2001 - and
the Covid pandemic has exposed this massive failure and its corresponding
consequences.
Aspen’s new sterile facility in Gqeberha, cost R3.4-bn - exceeding the amount that
the entire South African pharmaceutical industry invested in the past decade.
Although Biovac has developed the capacity to do everything from vaccine
formulation (blending primary ingredients) to “fill and finish” (putting already-made
vaccines in vials, labelling and packaging them) and inspection the company hasn’t
managed to expand enough over the past two decades to create vaccines from
scratch (other than Hexaxim and Prevnar 13) nor to meet the scale of SA’s needs
for even the “fill and finish” of imported vaccines..
To read more, click on the button below
Read More

IVERMECTIN SAGA

The ivermectin saga
continues
"The scientific and political fight about the approval of ivermectin for the
treatment of Covid-19 is intensifying across the world,"
reported Times Live (28 May 2021).
To read more, click on the button below
Read More
To read an extensive timeline for ivermectin-related events from
April 2020 to March 2021, click on the button below
Read More

ASTRA ZENECA SAGA

Plea to government:
'Don't waste the AstraZeneca
vaccine'
In March Prof Shabir Madhi, eminent Medical Research Council vaccinologist and
principle investigator in the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine trial locally, urged the Health
Department not to abandon the AstraZeneca vaccine but to make immediate strategic
use of it among high-risk groups before it expires. His plea came upon Public Health
England data showing that a single-shot of the vaccine cut risk of serious illness by 80%
in the over-80s.
Meanwhile, Health Minister, Dr Zweli Mkhize, announced that the AstraZeneca vaccines
- acquired by SA in February - have been sold. Government put the roll out on hold after
data showed the vaccine gave minimal protection against mild-to-moderate infection
caused by the country's dominant coronavirus variant. It was also revealed that the 1.5m doses of the vaccine received earlier this month, would have expired by April.
To listen to a Slate podcast (22 June 2021) on the AstraZeneca Saga,
click on the button below
Podcast

Also read the following highlights by clicking on the button below:
Brain clots far more likely
from Covid-19

Lesotho grower to sell
medicinal cannabis
flower

Malaria vaccine trial may
indicate a ‘game-changer’

Read More

GENERAL NEWS

Millennials are
'zoomed to
death'
According to research by Momentum Corporate, 9% of all of Momentum Corporate’s
disability claims were related to mental health issues. The insurer expects a spike in the
near future, due to Covid-19. Psychiatric conditions seem to affect younger members of
the working population, particularly the millennials who make up more than half of the
workforce.
Life coach Dr Alex Granger said the extraordinary circumstances brought by Covid-19
shifted everyone to the "adapt or die mode", reported News24. Companies pushed
harder to reach targets, employees worked more to prove their worth, but everyone has
stayed in this mode longer than they should. He said companies are riding the wave of
what he calls “crisis excellence”.
Meanwhile, Momentum Corporate has introduced “meeting free zones” where the
company does not schedule any meetings on Wednesday afternoons, allowing “rewire”
approaches to leadership, employee culture and employee benefits.

Using outdated or insecure
software may leave
healthcare vulnerable
“Many older medical devices in operation today — using outdated or insecure
software, hardware and protocols — were not built with cyber protections in mind,
leaving healthcare organisations vulnerable to attack and putting the reputation
and financial stability of device companies at risk,”
reported MedTecDive (22 June 2021).
.
According to Marc Schlessinger, a senior associate at watchdog group ECRI, medical
device security is often among the weakest links in a healthcare organisation and legacy
devices are a particularly challenging area because of well-known vulnerabilities that
can't be patched.
"But you're not going to find a hospital who is very quick to replace a $1.5-m MRI
or CT because the operating system is outdated," Schlessinger said. Instead, he
recommends healthcare organisations employ best practices to manage security risks,
including isolating connected medical devices as much as possible from hospital
networks.
To read more,click on the button below
Read More

Health and fitness apps are
presenting privacy issues
"Health and fitness apps, which help mobile phone users track everything from calorie
intake to menstruation dates, can access and share personal data in a way that is
concerning, according to a study published in the British Medical Journal." - (Business
Day 21 June 2021). The analysis of more than 20 000 apps found that inadequate
privacy disclosures for many of them prevented users from making informed choices
about their data. One third could collect user e-mail addresses and many more
transmitted data to third parties such as advertisers. The findings come as the pandemic
further boosts mobile phone use and technology companies try to balance privacy
demands with the financial needs of developers and advertisers.
Google said it would create a new safety section in its Play mobile-app store, while Apple
debuted an anti-tracking feature this year.

Triumph for gene
science

'Diagnosing TB just
a breath away'

A research team, lead
by Prof Craig Kinnear of the
Genomics Centre at
Tygerberg Hospital in Cape
Town, published a paper in
Scientific Reports
describing the first whole
genome sequencing carried
out in SA on samples from
South Africans.

A study that used breath
analysis to diagnose TB in
children at the Red Cross
Children’s Hospital in Cape
Town may help to identify
TB in children. One of the
physicians involved in the
study, Prof Heather Zar,
said the results are exciting
and suggest that there are
markers in breath that can
indicate if a child has TB or
not. However, larger
studies will be needed to
study this test in children
with different disease
severities and with different
susceptibilities, such as
HIV-infected and
uninfected.

According to Prof Marlo
Möller, a molecular biologist
at Stellenbosch University
this is particularly important
for SA because it is one of
“the most genetically
diverse countries in the
world”.

WHO says yes for
C-19 compensation
Reuters reported (22 Feb)
that the WHO has agreed a
no-fault compensation plan
for claims of serious side
effects in people in 92
poorer countries due to get
COVID-19 vaccines via the
Covax sharing scheme.
The plan is designed to
cover serious side effects
linked to any Covaxdistributed vaccines until
June 30, 2022, to Covax’s
Advance Market
Commitment(AMC) eligible economies a group of 92 poorer states
which includes most African
and Southeast Asian
countries.

SA-born billionaire plans to solve Africa’s vaccine shortage
South African-born US biotech billionaire, Patrick Soon-Shiong, has signed a deal with
the BioVac Institute, a state-backed SA vaccine company, to manufacture coronavirus
doses from scratch, reported Times Live (23 May 2021).
ImmuntyBio, in which he is a part owner, is also giving an initial R3-bn to the nation of his
birth to help pass on technology for Covid-19 shots and other therapies that can be
exported around the continent.

Also read the following highlights by clicking on the button below:
Jab-funding plan for
people without schemes

New SA app to deliver
medication

Easy-to-use oxygen
device: breath of fresh air

Read More

Coronavirus Update: (28 June 2021)
South Africa:
Total cases reported: 1,93-m
Recoveries: 1,71-m
Deaths: 59 900

Worldwide:
Total cases reported: 181-m
Recoveries: 166,4-m
Deaths: 3,92-m

CIRCULARS FROM THE CMS
The following circulars were published
by the CMS in May and June 2021

Circular 34 of 2021
Administrators and Managed Care
Organisations Accredited by the
CMS Council

Circular 35 of 2021
Quarterly Statutory Returns
Submission for 2021
Circular 36 of 2021
Erratum to Government Gazette 44530

SPECIAL NOTES

Zeiss surgical microscope with a
1.9 meter stand and lenses
The instrument is "as new" in storage in South Africa and
has never been used or unpacked for usage.
Negotiable commission available for a cash buyer.
For more info, contact:
Dr J Calinikos:
Whatsapp: + 27 825751988
(Between 12:00-22:00 GMT)
Ask for Daphne
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