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NOTICE
Private	Practice	Review	presents	the	reader	with	a	summary	of	the	most	relevant	breaking	news	in	the	local	and	global

healthcare	industry,	as	obtained	from	media	sources,	inc luding	the	public 	broadcaster,	independent	television
broadcasters,	independent	news	agencies,	newspapers,	radio	and	news	sites.	HealthMan	strives	to	quote	the	Original
Source.	HealthMan	compiles	this	information	to	provide	the	reader	with	a	brief	overview	of	the	most	recent	events	and
developments	as	they	are	reported	in	the	media.The	views	and	opinions	expressed	in	Private	Practice	Review 	are	those

of	the	authors	of	the	media	sources	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	or	opinions	of	HealthMan,	its	directors,
employees	and	associates.
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FOOD	FOR	THOUGHT

Focus	on:	Implementing	National	Health	Insurance

‘Reframing	the	right	to	healthcare	in
terms	of	insurance	cover	is	a	bad	idea’

“The	shift	from	‘care’	to	‘coverage’	blurs	the
meaning	of	universal	healthcare.	‘Care’	implies	a

caring	relationship	between	provider	and	recipient
based	on	shared	human	values,”

wrote	Prof	Louis	Reynolds	in	Spotlight	(6	April	2022).

“’Coverage’,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	market-orientated	statistical	concept	more	concerned
with	the	number	of	beneficiaries	covered	by	medical	schemes	than	with	equity	and	quality
of	care.	The	focus	on	‘coverage’	reveals	a	radical	shift	in	thinking	away	from	health	as	a
human	right	toward	healthcare	as	a	potentially	marketable	commodity.	This	rules	out	the
principle	of	universality.”
	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

	

NHI	will	stand	or	fall	on
Parliament’s	approach

to	corruption
"All	117	public	submissions	on	the	NHI	Bill	were	searched	for	concerns	about
corruption,	which	troubled	more	than	half	(56%)	of	respondents.	43%	were

'silent'	on	corruption,	while	2%	felt	it	was	not	a	concern,"
reported	Daily	Maverick	in	the	second	part	of	its	series	on	NHI	submissions.

Few	respondents	held	the	view	that	corruption	was	not	a	concern	or	that
sufficient	safeguards	were	in	place	to	manage	it.

The	ANC	said	“systems	and	processes	that	mitigate	corruption	are	in	place”.
The	Government	Employees'	Medical	Scheme 	(GEMS)	felt	the	narrative	that
state-owned	enterprises	are	always	run	badly	was	not	true	and	that	GEMS	was	an
example	of	a	well-run	state	institution.
The	Collaboration	for	Health	Systems	Analysis	and	Innovation	argued	that
“recent	experience	makes	clear	that	the	threat	of	corruption	and	misuse	of	health
funds	is	a	very	real	threat	to	the	NHI	and	therefore	to	the	health	and	well-being	of
everyone”.	
The	Democratic	Alliance 	pointed	out	that	“public	healthcare	institutions	have
suffered	from	a	culture	of	corruption	and	incompetence	which	has	led	to	poor
management,	underfunding,	understaffing,	a	loss	of	skilled	staff	and	deteriorating
infrastructure”.

Respondents	highlighted	five	features	that	put	the	NHI	at	risk	of	corruption:
The	government’s	lack	of	will	and	poor	track	record;	lack	of	detail	on	prevention
measures	increased	opportunities	for	corruption;	weak	governance	arrangements;	and
inadequate	safeguards.

To	read	the	article,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More
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Minister	of	Health	will
have	too	much	power	in

the	new	National
Healthcare	system
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not	going	to	backtrack'	in
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centred	systems
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NHI	will	be	funded	like	this:
“Surcharges	on	personal	income	tax,	payroll	tax,	and

reallocating	funding	for	medical	scheme	tax
credits	are	some	of	the	‘chief	sources	of	income’	for	the
government’s	proposed	National	Health	Insurance	(NHI),”

reported	Fin24	(30	March	2022).

Read	More

In	his	briefing	to	Parliament	on	29	March,	Deputy	Director-General	for	the
NHI,	Nicholas	Crisp,	said	every	person	in	SA	would	contribute	via	the
“tax	collection	mechanism”	in	exchange	for	health	benefits,	including

services	and	care,	free	of	charge.

Crisp	said	Section	49	of	the	NHI	Bill	provided	for	general	tax	revenue,	including
shifting	funds	from	the	provincial	equitable	share	and	conditional	grants	into	the
NHI	fund;
The	reallocation	of	funding	for	medical	scheme	tax	credits	paid	to	various	medical
schemes,	could	also	go	towards	the	funding	of	NHI;
Payroll	tax	was	another	option,	given	that	the	state	already	contributes	around
R50-bn	to	public	service	employees’	medical	aid	contributions	to	a	scheme
(GEMS);	and
A	surcharge	on	personal	income	tax	could	be	introduced	through	a	Money	Bill	by
the	Minister	of	Finance	and	earmarked	for	use	by	the	fund.

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below

SPECIAL	NEWS	

Doctors	need	guidelines
regarding	euthenasia

For	nearly	40	years	there	has	been	no	successful	national	policy	or	legislation
for	South	African	doctors	dealing	with	ethically	agonising	end-of-life	decisions,

while	the	criminalisation	of	perceived	medical	errors	continues	unabated.
	

A	full	84%	of	an	audience	of	nearly	1	000	doctors	attending	a	Medical	Protection	Society,
MPS,	webinar	on	these	topics	revealed,	in	a	spontaneous,	anonymous	online	poll,	that	it
was	‘very	important”	for	them	to	have	clear,	formal	guidelines	and/or	legislation	regarding

end-of-life	decisions.	These	included,	withholding	treatment,	assisted	dying	and/or
advance	directives.	Only	14%	said	it	was	‘moderately	important”	to	them,	with	6%

regarding	it	as	‘not	important.”
	

To	read	the	article	in	MedBriefAfrica,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

NEWS	FROM	GOVERNMENT

Gauteng	appoints	new	head	of	health	
Dr	Nomonde	Nolutshungu	has	been	appointed	as	the	new	head	of	Gauteng’s	DoH	after
almost	two	years	without	a	permanent	head.	Nolutshungu,	is	a	medical	doctor	with	close
to	30	years	of	experience	in	the	public	healthcare	system.	She	was	the	health	attaché	in
the	Washington	DC,	managing	and	leading	SA’s	diplomacy	on	global	public	health	with
the	government	of	the	US,	its	agencies,	academic	institutions,	private	sector,	and	large

philanthropic	organisations,	reported	Times	Live	(26	April	2022).	

	

Focus	on:	Covid-19	vaccine	plans

Legal	action	to	access	vaccine	plans
"The	non-profit	Health	Justice	Initiative	(HJI)	and	several	other	health	activists
are	launching	a	legal	challenge	to	compel	the	government	to	disclose	details	of
the	advice	it	sought	on	Covid-19	vaccines	and	how	it	reached	key	decisions,"

reported	Business	Day	(7	April	2022).

“The	HJI	says	in	court	papers	that	the	declaration	of	a	national	state	of	disaster	gave	the
government	extraordinary	powers	to	respond	to	the	pandemic	without	Parliamentary
oversight	or	public	consultation	on	its	plans.	HJI	senior	researcher,	Marlise	Richter,	said
the	public	needs	to	know	on	what	evidence,	and	on	whose	advice,	government	decisions
and	interventions	were	based.”

In	its	court	bid,	the	HJI	also	demands	details	of	the	supply	contracts	the	NDoH	signed	with
coronavirus	vaccine	manufacturers	Pfizer	and	Johnson	&	Johnson.

DDG	responds:
"Dr	Nicholas	Crisp,	Deputy	Director-
General	NHI,	responded	to	legal	action	by
the	HJI	by	saying	that	“all	the	advisories	it
received	from	scientists	have	been	publicly
released.”	-	Business	Day	(11	April	2022).
“There	has	been	no	public	disclosure	to
date	of	the	extent	to	which	the	Minister's
recommendations	to	the	National
Coronavirus	Command	Council	departed
from	the	counsel	he	received,	or	how	the
council’s	input	to	the	cabinet	varied	from
the	final	decisions	taken,”	said	Crisp.
According	to	the	HJI	its	request	for	records
from	the	Health	Department,	made	in	terms
of	the	Promotion	of	Access	to	Information
Act,	had	been	ignored.
“Crisp	said	that	to	ask	for	a	‘WikiLeaks’	on
everything	in	the	entire	government,	and	to
use	our	own	laws	to	do	it,	‘is	just	irritating’.”

New	regulations	will	give
Health	Minister	too	much

power,	says	DA
According	to	DA	health	spokesperson,
Michele	Clark,	the	proposed	changes	to
regulations	to	the	National	Health	Act.	had
been	drafted	without	considering	the	latest
scientific	evidence	on	Covid-19,	the	fact
that	the	majority	of	South	Africans	had
developed	some	form	of	immunity	to	the
disease,	and	that	the	current	daily	infection
and	death	rates	are	substantially	lower
than	they	were	during	waves	driven	by
previous	variants.	–	Business	Day	(13
April	2022).

Clark	said	the	regulations	would	give	the
Health	Minister	permanent	power	to	lock
down	citizens,	force	Covid-19	vaccination
and	compel	people	to	undergo	compulsory
medical	examinations,	tests	and	treatments
for	certain	notifiable	diseases.

	

Read	More

Also	Read
OPINION:	Planned	health	rules	unprecedented	as	a	threat	to	our

constitutional	rights
-	Stuart	Hayward,	Business	Day	(20	April	2022)

ADVERTORIAL

Maintaining	your	Professional
Indemnity	is	crucial

No	professional	relishes	the
thought	of	making	a	mistake
or	being	accused	of	being
negligent	in	the	execution	of
their	professional	duties.	In
fact,	you	may	not	even
have	made	a	mistake	for	a
claim	of	negligence	to	be
brought	against	you.
However	you’ll	still	need	to
defend	any	such	claims	to
resolution,	which	can	be	a
costly	affair,	both	in	time
and	financially.

It	is	when	things	go	awry	and	a	claim	is	lodged	that	the	real	value	of	Professional
Indemnity	(PI)	insurance	and	professional	advice	are	truly	appreciated.			

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

FINANCIAL	NEWS

As	global	glut	looms,	vaccine
producers	face
a	crossroad
Bloomberg	News	(29	March	2022)	reported	that	the	global	vaccine	industry	is	facing
waning	demand	as	many	late-to-market	producers	fight	over	a	slowing	market	and	meet
once	seemingly	insatiable	orders	for	Covid-19	shots.

“This	might	reign	in	the	blockbuster	sales	that	global	pharmaceutical	giants	from	Pfizer	to
AstraZeneca	saw	at	the	peak	of	the	pandemic.	It	also	stands	to	create	new	problems	for
local	manufacturers	from	India	to	Indonesia	that	built	mammoth	capacity	to	make	shots
but	are	now	grappling	with	excess	supply.

“Shares	in	companies	that	have	made	their	names	during	the	pandemic	have	likewise
plunged	as	movement	and	travel	restrictions	ease	across	many	parts	of	the	world.
Projections	that	Covid	vaccine	revenue	for	Pfizer,	Moderna,	AstraZeneca	and	Johnson	&
Johnson	may	top	$61-bn	(R893-bn)	this	year,	slightly	above	2021	sales,	might	be	“over-
optimistic”,	according	to	a	Bloomberg	Intelligence	report.
	

Life	Healthcare	to	build	two	cyclotrons	in	Gauteng
Private	hospital	group	Life	Healthcare	is	constructing	two	cyclotrons,	(a	particle

accelerator	that	can	be	used	to	create	molecular	imaging)	in	Gauteng	as	part	of	its	radio-
pharmacy	business.	Cyclotrons	use	small	amounts	of	radioactive	materials,	also	known

as	radiopharmaceuticals,	to	diagnose	and	treat	diseases.	The	small	amounts	of
radioactive	materials	are	also	detected	by	sophisticated	medical	scanners	such	as	PET-
CT	scanners	to	provide	precise	scans	and	pictures.	–	Business	Day	(12	April	2022).

	

‘Well	positioned	to	benefit’		
"Private	hospital	group	Mediclinic	recorded	an	increase	of	7.8%	to	£3.23-bn	(R61.7-bn)	in

its	year	to	end-March;	4.8%	higher	than	in	2020.	CEO	Ronnie	van	der	Merwe	said
although	the	recent	Omicron	wave	was	particularly	challenging,	“the	group	remains	well
positioned	to	benefit	from	the	increasing	demand	for	its	healthcare	services,	supported

by	the	growing	partnerships	and	collaborations	it	is	establishing,”
reported	Business	Day	(19	April	2022).

"Mediclinic	Southern	Africa,	which	contributes	about	30%	of	revenue,	remains	under	the
most	pressure,	with	its	core	profit	margin	improving	to	18.5%	from	14.2%	in	the	previous
year,	though	it	is	still	down	from	20.8%	in	2020.	At	the	end	of	its	2022	year,	Mediclinic	had
74	hospitals,	five	sub-acute	hospitals,	two	mental	health	facilities,	20	day-case	clinics	and
20	outpatient	clinics."

PHARMACEUTICAL	NEWS

SAHPRA	reviewing	court’s
complementary	medicines

regulations	ruling

The	SA	Health	Products	Regulatory	Authority	(SAHPRA)	said	it	will	consult	with	its	legal
team	following	the	Supreme	Court	of	Appeal’s	(SCA)	ruling	that	regulations	concerning
complementary	medicines	were	invalid,	according	to	Cape	Times	(20	April	2022).

“The	court	held	that	the	General	Regulations,	promulgated	on	25	August,2017,	are
declared	unlawful	to	the	extent	that	they	apply	to	‘complementary	medicines’	and
‘health	supplements’	that	are	not	‘medicines’	or	‘scheduled	substances’	as	defined
in	section	1	of	the	Medicines	and	Related	Substances	Act	No	101	of	1965.”

The	regulations	introduced	a	number	of	obligations	to	complementary	medicines	and
health	supplements	including	the	labelling	of	containers,	furnishing	of	professional
information	in	hard	copy	or	electronically,	providing	a	patient	information	leaflet	and
advertising.

“Judge	Christiaan	van	der	Merwe	said	that	in	sum,	the	regulations	purport	to	regulate	a
substantial	number	of	substances	that	are	not	medicines	under	the	act	and	it	follows	that
the	appeal	must	fail	on	the	ultra	vires	ground.”
	

‘Activists	urge	SA	and	India	to	hold
firm	on	Covid	IP	waiver'

“More	than	300	activists,	academics	and	organisations
from	around	the	world	have	urged	SA	and	India	to	reject

the	leaked	compromise	deal	that	emerged	earlier	this	year
at	World	Trade	Organization	(WTO)	talks	on	a	waiver	for
intellectual	property	rights	for	Covid-19	technologies,”

reported	Business	Day	(13	April	2022).

“The	leak	exposed	a	compromise	position	apparently	reached	by	negotiators	for	the	US,
EU,	SA	and	India	that	sought	to	break	the	deadlock	over	the	IP	waiver.	SA	and	India	had
proposed	in	October	2020	that	the	WTO	waive	patents	on	Covid-19	vaccines,	tests	and
treatments	for	the	duration	of	the	pandemic,	to	enable	large-scale	manufacturing	of
cheap	generics.	The	compromise	proposes	that	only	the	patents	on	Covid-19	vaccines
be	waived,	for	up	to	five	years.”

Meanwhile,	multinational	pharmaceutical	companies	have	criticised	the	push	to	introduce
an	intellectual	property	(IP)	waiver	on	Covid-19	vaccines	saying	that	lack	of	infrastructure
rather	than	patent	barriers	stands	in	the	way	of	Africa’s	access	to	jabs.

Slow	demand	for	Pfizer’s	Covid-19	tablets
Reuters	reported	on	20	April	2022	that	the	global	demand	for	Pfizer ’s	oral	Covid-19
antiviral	treatment	Paxlovid	has	been	unexpectedly	light	“due	to	complicated	eligibility

requirements,	reduced	testing,	and	potential	for	drug	interactions”.
The	perception	that	Omicron	infections	are	not	that	severe	has	also	hampered	demand.
Paxlovid	was	expected	to	be	a	major	tool	in	the	fight	against	Covid-19	after	it	reduced

hospitalisations	or	deaths	in	high-risk	patients	by	about	90%	in	a	clinical	trial.

	

GENERAL	NEWS

Doctors'	ethical	duty	to	a
deceased	patient

	
In	his	book,	Mandela's	Last	Years,	Pres	Nelson	Mandela's

personal	physician,	Dr	Vejay	Ramlakan,	gives	his
personal	written	reflections	on	the	'father	of	the

nation'.	The	book	had	a	mixed	reception	and	was	later
voluntarily	withdrawn.

"Kyknet	recently	interviewed	Paul	Esselaar,	a	civil	law	attorney	from	Cape	Town,	on	the
right	of	privacy	of	Nelson	Mandela	as	well	as	the	right	of	privacy	of	his	relatives,”

writes	Verine	Etsebeth,	senior	lecturer,	School	of	Law	at	WITS.
	number	of	questions.

Some	of	the	questions	that	arise	are:

1.	 Does	a	doctor	have	an	ethical	duty	to	keep	any	patient	interaction	confidential
even	after	the	patient	is	dead?	

2.	 Does	a	doctor	have	a	legal	duty	to	preserve	the	privacy	of	the	doctor	-	patient
relationship	even	after	the	patient	is	dead?	

3.	 Does	a	doctor	have	a	legal	/	ethical	duty	to	the	patient's	next	of	kin	to	preserve
their	privacy	and	confidentiality?	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

NEWS	FROM	MEDICAL	SCHEMES

Insurance	sector	still	selling
low-cost	healthcare	products

Having	received	an	extension	earlier	this	year,	the	insurance	sector	is	now	permitted	to
sell	low-cost	health	products	until	2024.	What	the	exemption	for	health	insurance	does
not	allow,	however,	is	for	new	players	to	enter	the	market.	Companies	that	wish	to	sell
plans	are	buying	up	existing	insurance	businesses	as	a	way	to	enter	the	market.

Pharmacy	retailer	Dis-Chem	bought	a	25%	stake	in	insurer	Kaelo	in	2020	and
recently	rebranded	two	plans	with	the	name	“Dis-Chem”.
Tyme	Bank	announced	this	year	it	was	partnering	with	the	National	Healthcare
group	to	sell	three	of	their	insurance	plans	to	its	banking	customers,	with	the
cheapest	costing	R139	a	month.	.
Discovery	Health,	better	known	for	being	an	administrator	of	medical	aids,
partnered	with	Auto	&	General	and	is	selling	one	of	their	health	insurance	plans	to
low-income	earners	who	do	not	have	medical	aids

Also	read	Katherine	Child’s	article	‘Health	insurance	policies	thriving’
in	Business	Day	(22	April	2022)

Money	in	savings	account	not
to	be	used	to	pay	PMBs

-	CMS	research
The	following	is	an	extract	from	the	CMS	Research	Note	relating	to	the	funding

of	healthcare	services	by	Medical	Schemes:
	
“In	terms	of	regulation	10(6),	the	funds	in	a	member’s	medical	savings	account	shall	not
be	used	to	pay	for	the	costs	of	a	Prescribed	Minimum	Benefit	(PMB).	The	primary
purpose	of	the	requirement	is	to	protect	the	interest	of	beneficiaries	in	ensuring	that	all
medical	scheme	members	have	access	to	certain	minimum	health	services,	regardless	of
the	benefit	option	they	have	selected.

“The	CMS	has	noted	a	consistent	erroneous	phenomenon	where	schemes	continue
funding	the	treatment	of	PMB	conditions	from	PMSA.	This	adversely	impacts	the
appropriate	use	of	members’	funds	and	potentially	their	cover	as	well.	This	growing
concern	has	also	been	noted	at	administrator	level,	and	this	may	indicate	the	inability	of
some	of	the	administrator	systems	to	identify	PMBs	correctly.	The	results	were	computed
from	the	CMS	Annual	Statutory	Returns	(ASR)	data.	This	trend	depicts	continued	non-
compliance	to	regulation	10	(6).		

“The	CMS	is	engaging	with	the	affected	schemes	to	deal	with	possibly	incorrectly	funded
PMBs	from	the	PMSA	to	the	estimated	value	of	R470-m,	as	depicted	in	Annexure	B	to
also	ensure	these	funds	are	appropriately	dealt	with.”
	

Independent	pharmacists
accuse	GEMS	of	discrimination

Cape	Times	reported	on	8	April	2022	that	the	Government	Employees’	Medical	Scheme
(GEMS)	has	been	forced	to	strike	a	new	deal	with	independent	pharmacists	who	had
accused	it	of	discriminating	against	them	with	dispensing	fees	for	medication.

“The	bone	of	contention	emerged	when	the	independent	pharmacists	discovered	that
they	were	paid	a	R28	dispensing	fee	while	Dis-Chem	got	R64.30	for	dispensing	the	same
products.	It	has	been	reported	that	the	parties	reached	an	amicable	agreement	earlier
this	week.	Independent	Community	Pharmacy	Association	chief	executive,	Jackie	Maimin,
expressed	satisfaction	with	the	new	deal	and	any	dispensing	that	has	taken	place	at	the
lower	fee	will	be	reversed	and	substituted	with	the	new	fee	of	R65.”

Discovery	defers	medical	aid
increases	again

Discovery	Health	Medical	Scheme	(DHMS)	announced	that	it	will	defer	its	planned
contribution	increases	for	a	further	five	months,	until	October	2022,	reported	Moneyweb
(31	March	2022).	This	is	the	third	time	that	it	has	delayed	contribution	increases	since	the
onset	of	the	Covid-19	pandemic.	In	communication	to	clients,	it	said	that	since	its	original
pricing	announcement	for	this	year,	its	“claims	and	investment	experience”	was	better
than	anticipated.	Last	year,	it	deferred	increases	for	2021	by	six	months,	meaning	that
members	only	paid	higher	contributions	from	July.	

CIRCULARS	FROM	THE	CMS

The	following	circulars	were	published
by	the	CMS	in	April	2022.

Circular	20	of	2022:
Invitation	for	comments	on	the	Limited
Administrator	Accreditation	Framework

Circular	21	of	2022:
Revised	Healthcare	Utilisation
Annual	Statutory	Return

Circular	22	of	2022:	
List	of	registered	schemes	for	2022

Circular	23	of	2022:
	Approved	levies	for	Medical
Schemes	2022/23

Circular	24	of	2022:	
Training	Webinars	for	Healthcare

Circular	25	of	2022:
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SPECIAL	NOTES

Psychiatrist:	Consulting	Rooms	to	let	in	Fourways
	We	are	looking	for	a	psychiatrist	to	join	our	busy	and	vibrant	practice	situated	in	the

heart	of	Fourways	near	Monte	Casino	in	an	upmarket	retail	and	office	park	with
restaurant,

24-hour	security,	access	control	and	ample	parking.	We	are	a	practice	of	7	psychologists
as	well	as	other	health	professionals.

	The	office	is	on	the	2nd	floor	of	the	practice	and	is	approximately	32/m2
with	a	modern	loft	feel.

	Rent:	R11	000,	including	VAT.
Includes	services	and	utilities.	Excludes	personalised	reception	(approx	R1500	extra)	

Contact	Rachel	Tillier
Rachpractice@gmail.com

	

Medical	Rooms	to	let	in	Tokai
Steve	Pulford	(optometrist)	has	medical	rooms	to	let/share	in	Tokai,	Southern	Suburbs,
Cape	Town.	The	premises	has	excellent	visibility	in	an	upmarket	area	opposite	a	large
shopping	centre.	It	also	offers	ample	parking,	security,	uncapped	Wifi	and	is	wheelchair

friendly.
Contact	Steve:	072	477	0547

	

Vacancy	for	Specialist	Physician
Life	West	Coast	Private	Hospital	(Vredenburg)	has	a	vacancy	for	an	energetic	Specialist

Physician	to	join	their	well-established	practice.	Must	be	willing	to	work	after-hours.
Life	West	Coast	Private	Hospital	has	61	general	ward	beds	and	a	6-bed	ICU.

	For	more	information,	email:	
accounts@westcoastphysician.co.za

To	advertise	in	Private	Practice
Review	please	contact:	maretha@healthman.co.za

Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView	prov ides	news	and	opinion	articles	as	a	serv ice	to	our	members	to
enhance	their	understanding	of	the	health	care	industry.		The	information	contained	in	these	publications	is
published	without	warranties	of	any	kind,	either	express	or	implied.	Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView
are	published	solely	for	informational	purposes	and	should	not	to	be	construed	as	adv ice	or	recommendations.
Indiv iduals	should	take	into	account	their	own	unique	and	specific	circumstances	in	acting	on	any	news	or
articles	published.	Often	these	articles	originate	from	sources	outside	our	organization	that	are	reported	in	the
national	press.	Consequently,	any	information,	trademarks,	serv ice	marks,	product	names	or	named	features	are
assumed	to	be	the	property	of	their	respective	owners,	and	are	used	solely	for	informative	purposes	in	our
publications.	There	is	furthermore	no	implied	endorsement	of	any	of	the	products,	goods	or	serv ices	mentioned	in
our	publications.
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