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NOTICE
Private	Practice	Review	presents	the	reader	with	a	summary	of	the	most	relevant	breaking	news	in	the	local	and

global	healthcare	industry,	as	obtained	from	media	sources,	including	the	public	broadcaster,	independent	television
broadcasters,	independent	news	agencies,	newspapers,	radio	and	news	sites.	HealthMan	strives	to	quote	the

Original	Source.	HealthMan	compiles	this	information	to	provide	the	reader	with	a	brief	overview	of	the	most	recent
events	and	developments	as	they	are	reported	in	the	media.	The	views	and	opinions	expressed	in	Private	Practice

Review	are	those	of	the	authors	of	the	media	sources	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	or	opinions	of
HealthMan,	its	directors,	employees	and	associates.
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FOOD	FOR	THOUGHT

Burden	on	taxpayers	could
double	due	to	new
government	policies

.

Read	More

According	to	the	latest	report,	published	by	trade	union	Solidarity,	the	burden	on	South
African	taxpayers	could	double	if	the	White	Paper	on	the	National	Health	Insurance	(NHI)
is	accepted	and	the	Green	Paper	on	social	security	is	implemented	after	being	reviewed.
	

With	the	proposed	tax	adjustments	for	both	the	NHI	and	the	social	security	fund,
individuals	earning	between	R7,276	and	R18,017	per	month	will	be	paying	four	times

more	tax	than	at	present	(338.1%	increase).

“It	is	clear	that	the	impact	of	these	policy	documents	means	the	end	of	personal
wealth	in	South	Africa.”

	
To	read	the	report,	click	on	the	button	below

The	cost	and	burden	of
cancer

“The	Cancer	Alliance,	made	up	of	civil	society	and	NGO	partners	and	advocates,
has	released	its	‘Cost	of	Cancer’	report	looking	at	the	challenges	for	this	decade,”

reported	Daily	Maverick	(3	September	2021).
	

“It	is	the	first	time	that	such	comprehensive	data	sets	have	been	included	in	one	report.
In	addition	to	identifying	that	an	extra	R50-bn	will	be	needed	to	ensure	more	cancer
patients	get	access	to	medical	care	and	support,	the	report	touches	on	multiple	hidden
costs,	patients’	huge	expenses,	wastage,	poor	planning,	poor	data	collection	and	record
keeping,	dwindling	human	resource	capacity,	and	consequences	of	not	addressing	the
enduring	stigma	and	myths	of	the	disease.

	
To	read	more,click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

Can
Discovery
pull	this	off?

“Justin	Floor	of	PSG	Asset	Management	said	the	market	is	anxious	that	the
government	will	pull	the	rug	from	under	its	core	Discovery	Health	business	with	a

centralised	National	Health	Insurance.	And	Floor	acknowledged	that	many
investors	were	put	off	by	the	complexity	of	the	company.

Yet	Discovery	continues	to	demonstrate,	with	deft	PR,	the	scope	for	partnership
between	the	public	and	private	sectors,"

wrote	Stephen	Cranston	in	Financial	Mail	(9	September	2021).
	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below 	

Read	More

NEWS	ON	GOVERNMENT

NHI	Bill:
It	is	about	much	more
than	future	health	

Read	More

The	National	Health	Insurance	(NHI)	Bill	-	introduced	in	Parliament	in	August	2019
-	is	one	of	the	largest	reforms	proposed	since	1994.	Since	requesting	commentary
on	the	Bill,	the	Portfolio	Committee	on	Health	(PCH)	has	been	bombarded	with
submissions	from	interested	parties	and	has	also	conducted	a	series	of	public
hearings	across	the	country	to	obtain	direct	public	input.
	
“The	Bill,	and	the	approach	taken	by	the	PCH,	will	have	a	profound	impact	-	not
only	on	the	future	health	system	-	but	also	on	the	broader	trajectory	of	social,

societal	and	economic	wellbeing,”
according	to	an	Editorial	in	Daily	Maverick	(9	September	2021).

“A	number	of	critical	reforms	necessary	to	address	access	to	healthcare	have	not	been
implemented,	in	part	because	of	the	NHI	Bill	process.	These	include:	the	Medical
Schemes	Amendment	Bill;	reforms	recommended	by	the	Health	Market	Inquiry;	and
reform	of	the	scope	of	practice	of	the	various	statutory	councils.”
	
To	read	the	article	by	Geetesh	Solanki,	Jud	Cornell,	Reno	Morar	&	Vishal	Brijlal,

Click	on	the	Button	Below

Crisp	now	acting	DG	for	Health
Dr	Nicholas	Crisp	has	been	appointed	acting	Director-

General	of	the	National	Department	of	Health	(DoH)	after
the	suspension	of	director-general	Sandile	Buthelezi.	He	is

currently	the	Deputy	Director	General	of	the	DoH.
Buthelezi	was	asked	to	go	on	leave,	reportedly	after	he

was	questioned	about	his	role	in	the	R150-m	Digital	Vibes
scandal.

ADVERTORIAL:	Probitec

SPECIAL	NEWS

Certificate	of	Need
regulations:	‘withdraw,

consult,	redraft!’

The	controversial	Certificate	of	Need	(CoN)	draft	regulations	bear	little	relation	to	the
empowering	sections	in	their	origin,	the	National	Health	Act	of	2003,	to	the	Health	Market
Inquiry	(HMI)	recommendations,	or	the	existing	legal	frameworks	–	not	least	the	Office	of

Health	Services	Compliance	(OHSC)	–	and	as	such	should	be	totally	withdrawn	and
redrafted	after	proper	consultation	with	all	relevant	health	service	and	associated

providers.

Making	this	call	in	a	webinar	presentation	to	the	Institute	of	Health	Risk	Managers
(IHRM),	legal	authority	Elsabe	Klinck,	reminded	her	audience	that	the	original	objective	of
the	CoN	was	to	redistribute	healthcare	services	through	the	control	of	“health
establishments”	and	health	agencies,	their	services	and	requirements	such	as	prescribed
technologies.	She	noted,	however,	that	although	questions	could	be	raised	on	the
empowering	sections	from	a	constitutional	perspective,	the	regulations	as	proposed	do
“very	little”	to	address	concerns	on	the	impact	of	redistribution	on	both	existing	and	new
establishments.

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

FINANCIAL	NEWS

Aspen	pays	
dividends

Pharmaceutical
manufacturer	Aspen
Pharmacare	will	pay
shareholders	a	dividend	of
262c	a	share	and	will
consider	future	distributions
on	a	year-by-year	basis,
reported	Business	Day
(2	September	2021).
Aspen’s	net	debt	fell	by
more	than	half	during	the
year	to	June	30,	to
R16.3-bn.
Aspen	reported	a	12%
increase	in	revenue	to
R37.8-bn,	compared	with
R33.7-n	the	year
before.

Discovery
shares	drop	

On	September	3,	Fin24
reported	that	the	Discovery
Group’s	shares	had
dropped	more	than	10%
after	it	hinted	at	a	possible
rights	issue	to	raise	the
R1.5-bn	in	capital	needed
to	help	its	Chinese
investment,	Ping	An	Health
Insurance.	The	shares
ended	down	7.8%	at
R121.20.

The	group	announced	a	
profit	of	R3.22-bn	for	the
year	ended	June	2021,	a
1	730%	increase	on	the
R176-m	the	previous
financial	year.	

Green	deal	for
Mediclinic	

Private	hospital	group
Mediclinic	has	signed	a	deal
for	R2.2-bn	in	local
renewable	energy,	part
of	its	commitment	for
carbon	neutrality	by	2030,”
reported	Business	Day
(6	September	2021).	The
agreement	is	with	electricity
trader	Energy	Exchange,
the	only	platform	able	to
connect	businesses	with
electricity	generated	by	
independent	power
producers.	It	will		initially
involve	five	facilities,
including	four	hospitals	and
the	group’s	head	office.

Covid-19	linked	to	year’s	43%	surge	in	death	claims
According	to	data	from	the	Association	for	Savings	and	Investment	SA	(Asisa)	1	023	083
policyholders	died	between	April	1,	2020,	and	March	31,	2021	-	a	43%	increase	on	the

713	350	deaths	over	the	corresponding	period	in	the	previous	year.	Total	pay-outs
across	the	various	insurance	lines	for	the	period	reached	R47.58-bn.

The	claims	data	supports	arguments	that	actual	deaths	from	the	pandemic	may	be	far
higher	than	the	official	81	830	deaths	that	had	been	recorded	by	August	31.

PHARMACEUTICAL	NEWS

Covax	slashes	vaccine
delivery	target

	

Covax,	the	international	vaccine-sharing	facility	-	set	up	to	ensure	poorer
countries	are	provided	with	Covid-19	vaccinations	-	has	delivered	less	than	10%

of	the	2-bn	doses	it	originally	hoped	to	provide	by	the	end	of	2021.
	

Covax	expects	to	receive	just	1.425-bn	doses	of	Covid-19	jabs	from	donors	this	year,	a
far	cry	from	its	July	estimate	of	2-bn,	highlighting	the	risk	facing	countries	that	depend	on
it	for	their	vaccines,	reported	Business	Day	(9	September	2021).

The	SA	government’s	bilateral	agreements	with	Johnson	&	Johnson	(J&J)	and
Pfizer/BioNTech	resulted	in	Covax	allocating	2.57-m	Pfizer	doses	and	2.4-m	doses	of
Sinovac’s	vaccine	to	SA.	Covax	is	run	by	the	World	Health	Organisation	(WHO),	the
Global	Access	to	Vaccines	Initiative	(Gavi),	and	the	Coalition	for	Epidemic	Preparedness
Innovations.
	

SA	survey	finds	62%	are	willing
to	get	a	vaccination

According	to	the	latest	research,	commissioned	by	the	Solidarity	Fund	and	the
government,	62%	of	South	Africans	are	willing	to	get	a	coronavirus	vaccine,	and	another
11%		are	still	sitting	on	the	fence.

“The	level	of	vaccine	acceptance	identified	in	the	research,	conducted	by	Ask	Afrika,	was
lower	than	that	found	in	recent	surveys	by	the	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)	in
partnership	with	the	Human	Sciences	Research	Council	(HSRC),	and	the	Nids-Cram	5
survey,	which	found	vaccine	acceptance	of	72%	and	71%	respectively,”	reported
Business	Day	(7	September	2021).	However,	it	is	higher	than	a	recent	Afro-barometer
survey,	which	found	only	43%	of	participants	would	definitely	get	a	shot.
	

J&J	shot	halved	Covid-19	infections
in	health	workers

Initial	results	from	Sisonke	study	trials,	released	in	August,
showed	J&J’s	single-dose	vaccine	was	about	70%

effective	against	hospitalisation	and	96%	effective	against
death.

Almost	500	000	health	workers	were	involved	in	the	trial,	that	did	not	include	the	use	of	a
placebo.	The	final	results,	which	include	three	sets	of	data	from	private	insurers	and	the
government,	will	be	submitted	for	publication	in	days,	said	Prof	Glenda	Gray,	co-leader	of
the	Sisonke	study.

Meanwhile,	Reuters	reported	that	talks	are	under	way	with	Johnson	&	Johnson
about	running	a	booster	trial	in	South	Africa.	The	trial	will	include	participants

from	a	recent	study,	and	could	possibly	start	in	October.
It	will	add	to	a	booster	study	in	the	country	using	ImmunityBio’s	shot	that	has
already	started.	South	Africa	has	hosted	vaccine	trials	for	companies	including

Novavax,	Pfizer,	AstraZeneca	and	J&J.

Aspen	looks	to	expand	output	

Aspen	Pharmacare	is	in	discussions	to	expand	its	vaccine
production	capacity	beyond	Covid-19	to	jabs

for	other	diseases,	according	to	CEO	Stephen	Saad.

"Aspen	has	the	capacity	to	produce	up	to	1.35-bn	vaccine	doses	at	its	sterile
manufacturing	facility	in	Gqeberha	and	is	using	less	than	a	quarter	of	that	capacity	to
help	make	Johnson	&	Johnson’s	Covid-19	shot,"	reported	Business	Day	(September
2021).

"The	company	aims	to	ramp	up	Covid-19	vaccine	production	from	300-m	to	450-m	doses
a	year	by	February,	and	to	700-m	doses	a	year	by	January	2023,	but	would	still	have
scope	to	make	other	kinds	of	shots."

GENERAL	NEWS

Dr	Phil	Matley	elected	as
Chairperson	of	SAPPF

	
Dr	Phil	Matley	was	unanimously	elected	as	the	new

Chairperson	of	SAPPF	during	a	Directors	Meeting	on
August	26.

Dr	Matley	is	a	vascular	surgeon	based	at	Life	Kingsbury
Hospital	in	Cape	Town	and	has	been	the	chairman	of

Surgicom	since	2016.	He	is	a	past-president	of	the
Vascular	Society	of	Southern	African	(VASSA),	a	past-
chairman	of	the	Federation	of	South	African	Surgical

Societies	(FOSAS)	and	currently	serves	on	the	Exco	of	the
Association	of	Surgeons	of	Southern	Africa	(ASSA).

He	joined	the	board	of	SAPPF	in	2020	and	additionally	serves	on	the	boards	of	the
operating	company	of	Life	Kingsbury	Hospital	and	HQA	(Health	Quality	Assessment).	He
was	the	managing	partner	of	a	large	practice	of	specialist	surgeons	between	2008	and
2021.	In	2014	the	College	of	Surgeons	of	South	Africa	appointed	him	as	moderator	for
the	examination	for	the	Certificate	in	Vascular	Surgery.	When	he	is	not	working,	he	can
usually	be	found	at	Arabella	Country	Estate	pursuing	his	alternative	interests	which
include	mountain-biking,	golf,	boating	and	photography.	He	has	been	happily	married	to
Terry-Ann	for	40	years	and	they	have	a	son,	Justin,		in	Johannesburg.
	

SAMA	opposes	changes	for
pharmacy	guidelines

“SA	health	professionals	are	up	in	arms	over	proposed
changes	in	new	pharmacy	guidelines,”

reported	Cape	Argus	(13	September	2021).

In	a	submission	to	the	SA	Pharmacy	Council	the	SA	Medical	Association	(SAMA)	is
opposing	the	proposed	changes	that	will	allow	pharmacists	to	provide	diagnoses	as	well
as	prescribe	medication	to	patients,	saying	pharmacists	are	not	educated,	trained	or
experienced	in	treating	patients.

SAMA	chairperson	Angelique	Coetzee	said	what	is	being	proposed	falls	far	outside	the
scope	of	pharmacy	and	squarely	within	the	scope	of	general	and	certain	specialist
medical	practices.	SAMA	will	address	issues	with	the	amendments	with	stakeholders
which	include	the	SA	Pharmacy	Council	and	the	Department	of	Health	in	order	to	protect
the	public.
	

Covid-19	has	extreme
impact	on	children’s

healthcare
The	global	Covid-19	pandemic	has	had	an	extreme

impact	on	children’s	lives	in	ways	that	will	be	felt	for	years
to	come,	reported	–	Health-e	News	(8	September	2021).

According	to	the	Children	and	Covid	advocacy	brief	series,	developed	by	the	Children’s
Institute,	primary	healthcare	services	for	children	under	five	dropped	by	almost	25%,

leading	to	a	decrease	in	the	screening	and	treatment	of	acute	malnutrition,
HIV	and	tuberculosis	(TB).

“When	the	pandemic	emerged,	children	were	considered	to	be	at	a	lower	risk	of
infection	and	developing	complications	than	adults,	prompting	the	country	to	take
an	adult-centred	approach	to	Covid-19,”	said	Eastern	Cape	specialist
paediatrician,
Dr	Nomlind	Makubalo	.
According	to	Prof	Neil	McKerrow,	head	of	paediatric	and	child	health	at	KwaZulu-
Natal	Department	of	Health,	the	pandemic	resulted	in	the	closure	or	reduction	of
routine	child	health	services	during	the	first	wave	to	release	staff	for	Covid-19
tracing	activities;	a	decline	in	preventative	programmes;	and	an	increase	in
neonatal	deaths	due	to	the	impact	on	capacity	to	offer	respiratory	support	to
newborns.
In	Gauteng	there	was	a	decline	in	routine	health	services	such	as	vaccination,
growth	monitoring,	antenatal	care,	TB	and	HIV	services.

Meanwhile,	acting	health	Director-General,	Nicholas	Crisp,	said	government	wants	to
vaccinate	children,	but	first	needs	to	get	to	the	elderly	and	undocumented.
	

Coronavirus		Update:	(13	September	2021)

South	Africa:
Total	cases	reported:	2,86-m
Deaths:	84	877

Worldwide:
Total	cases	reported:	219-m
Deaths:	4,55-m

NEWS	ON	MEDICAL	SCHEMES

Discovery	to	introduce	mandatory
jabs	for	staff	members

Discovery	CEO,	Adrian	Gore,	announced	that	all	his	staff
will	be	required	to	be	vaccinated	as	of	2022

Gore	said	Discovery	sought	legal	advice	on	whether	to	institute	a	mandatory	vaccination
policy.	49%	of	Discovery’s	roughly	10	000	staff	members,	including	contractors	and
temporary	workers,	had	already	been	fully	vaccinated.
“While	Minister	Joe	Phaahla	told	parliament	the	government	is	exploring	the	scope	for
businesses	and	public	amenities	to	require	proof	of	vaccination,	there	is	no	consensus
on	the	issue,”	reported	Business	Day	(3	September	2021).

Meanwhile,	Discovery	Health	announced	that	the	medical	scheme's	network	rules
will	be	reinstated,	effective	from	September	15.	This	follows	reports	that	the
hospital	environment	has	stabilised	from	a	bed	capacity	perspective	across
provinces.	Future	adjustments	will	be	considered	in	response	to	changing
circumstances	if	required.

Medshield	blames	Covid-19	for	contribution	hikes
	Medshield	has	announced	a	6.3%	weighted	average	medical	aid	increase	for	2022,

despite	the	regulator’s	recommendation	that	medical	schemes	should	raise	their	2022
contributions	by	no	more	than	4.2	%.

Since	the	onset	of	Covid-19,	Medshield	has	paid	more	than	R500-m	in	pandemic-related
claims	and	vaccinated	around	40	000	of	its	members.

Medscheme	offers	open	comms
channels	to	doctors

Medscheme	released	a	statement	offering	doctors	a	service	to	make	contact	with	a
Medical	Advisor	(MA)	via	email	or	SMS.	For	GEMS	patients/members,	send	an	email	to
gemsdoctors@medscheme.co.za;	for	patients	belonging	to	other	schemes	administered
by	Medscheme,	email	your	query	to	medschemedoctors@medscheme.co.za.

For	Emails:	Provide	the	following	information:	Specialist	practice	number;	specialist	full
name	and	surname;	patient	membership	number	and	dependant	code/name;
authorisation	or	reference	number	(if	available);	requested	date	and	two	(2)	requested
times	for	an	MA	to	call	back	(optional),	and		Indicate	in	short	the	nature	of	the	clinical
query,	e.g.	Hospital,	Chronic	Medicine	or	Oncology	relate	query	(optional)
For	SMS:	Send	an	SMS	with	the	above	required	information	to	44845.
The	MA	will	be	available	to	return	calls	between	09:00	–	16:00	from	Monday	to	Friday.
*Medscheme	Hospital	Benefit	Management	(HBM)	Funding	Protocols	are	now	available
on	the	website	www.medscheme.com

CIRCULARS	FROM	THE	CMS

The	following	circulars	were	published
by	the	CMS	in	August/September	2021

Circular	44	of	2021
Quarterly	Statutory	Returns
Submission	for	2021
	
Circular	45	of	2021
Proposed	new	annual	return	system

Circular	46	of	2021
Proposed	amalgamation	between
Sisonke	Health	and	Lonmin	Medical
Schemes	effective	1	October

Circular	47	of	2021
Request	for	HIV,	TB	and	STI
data	for	the	SA	National	Aids
Council	(SANAC)
	
Circular	48	of	2021
Approved	levies	for
Medical	Schemes	2021/2022
	

SPECIAL	NOTES

Psychiatric	Practice	for	sale	in	Pretoria	East	and	Centurion
A	24-year-old	practice	in	the	East	of	Pretoria	and	in	Centurion	is	available	to	a	newly
qualified	Psychiatrist.	The	offices	are	in	two	well	established	independent	Psychiatric

facilities	with	a	good	referral	base.
	

For	further	enquiries:
contact	Dr	Ramjee	at	082	855	2838

	Vacancy	for	Specialist	Physician
We	need	an	energetic	Specialist	Physician	to	join	our	well	established	practice

at	Life	West	Coast	Private	Hospital.
Must	be	willing	to	work	after-hours.

Life	West	Coast	Private	Hospital	has	61	General	ward	beds	and		a	6	bed	ICU
	

For	more	info,	please	email
accounts@westcoastphysician.co.za

	

To	advertise	in	Private	Practice
Review	please	contact:	maretha@healthman.co.za

	

Private	Practice	Review	provides	news	and	opinion	articles	as	a	service	to	our	members	to	enhance	their
understanding	of	the	health	care	industry.	The	information	contained	in	these	publications	is	published	without
warranties	of	any	kind,	either	express	or	implied.	Private	Practice	Review	are	published	solely	for	informational
purposes	and	should	not	to	be	construed	as	advice	or	recommendations.	Individuals	should	take	into	account
their	own	unique	and	specific	circumstances	in	acting	on	any	news	or	articles	published.	Often	these	articles
originate	from	sources	outside	our	organization	that	are	reported	in	the	national	press.	Consequently,	any
information,	trademarks,	service	marks,	product	names	or	named	features	are	assumed	to	be	the	property	of
their	respective	owners,	and	are	used	solely	for	informative	purposes	in	our	publications.	There	is	furthermore	no
implied	endorsement	of	any	of	the	products,	goods	or	services	mentioned	in	our	publications.
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