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NOTICE
Private	Practice	Review	presents	the	reader	with	a	summary	of	the	most	relevant	breaking	news	in	the	local	and	global

healthcare	industry,	as	obtained	from	media	sources,	inc luding	the	public 	broadcaster,	independent	television
broadcasters,	independent	news	agencies,	newspapers,	radio	and	news	sites.	HealthMan	strives	to	quote	the	Original
Source.	HealthMan	compiles	this	information	to	provide	the	reader	with	a	brief	overview	of	the	most	recent	events	and
developments	as	they	are	reported	in	the	media.The	views	and	opinions	expressed	in	Private	Practice	Review 	are	those

of	the	authors	of	the	media	sources	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	or	opinions	of	HealthMan,	its	directors,
employees	and	associates.
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FOOD	FOR	THOUGHT

FOCUS	ON:	Views	on	National	Health	Insurance

NHI	Bill's	approval
followed	by	'barrage

of	criticism'
Following	the	approval	of	the	NHI	Bill	in	Parliament	on	13	June	2023	Health	Minister
Joe	Phaahla	said	the	government	is	determined	to	implement	NHI	and	would	defend

the	reforms	all	the	way	to	the	Constitutional	Court,
reported	Eyewitness	News	(14	June	2023).

“It	has	faced	a	barrage	of	criticism	from	the	private	sector	in	the	three	weeks	since
Parliament’s	Portfolio	Committee	on	Health	approved	it.	Warnings	were	sounded	by
Business	Leadership	SA,	the	Board	of	Healthcare	Funders	and	the	Health	Funders
Association,	the	two	most	prominent	professional	organisations	for	doctors	and	medical
specialists,	and	SA’s	biggest	medical	scheme	administrator	Discovery	Health.	During	MPs’
consultation	on	the	bill,	concerns	were	also	raised	by	civil	society	organisations,	patient
advocacy	groups,	and	Parliament’s	legal	advisers,	who	warned	that	it	might	be
unconstitutional.”

One	of	the	bill’s	most	contentious	aspects	is	its	provisions	on	medical	schemes,	which,
when	NHI	is	fully	implemented,	will	only	be	permitted	to	provide	‘complementary’	cover	for
services	not	covered	by	the	fund.

Critics	emphasised	the	Bill’s	weak	governance	provisions,	which	they	say	leave	the	NHI
fund	open	to	corruption.

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below

Read	More

For	an	extensive	summary	of	NHI's	implications	on	South	Africans,	read
Emsie	Ferreira's	article:	'Ideology	weighs	down	the	NHI'

in	Mail	&	Guardian,	23	June	2023.

	

Click	Here	to	Watch	the	Clip

SAPPF's	CEO,	Dr	Simon	Strachan,	recently	took
part	in	a	discussion	on	the	NHI	Bill	on	the

current	affairs	television	show	In	Gesprek	met
Lourensa	Eckard	on	kykNet.

	
Click	on	the	button	below	to	watch	the	clip

	

It’s	all	or	nothing,	says
Health	Minister	Joe	Phaahla
Fin24	reported	on	15	June	that	Health
Minister	Joe	Phaahla	has	indicated	there	is
little	possibility	for	amending	the	National
Health	Insurance	(NHI)	Bill	as	it	advances
through	the	National	Council	of	Provinces
(NCOP),	despite	significant	objections	from
private	healthcare	stakeholders	and
leading	opposition	political	parties.
“Phaahla	stated	that	allowing	private
medical	insurance	to	co-exist	with	the	NHI
was	not	feasible.”

NHI	will	deal	with	issues,
says	Nicholas	Crisp	
Nicholas	Crisp,	the	department’s	Deputy
Director-General	for	NHI,	stated	that	health
officials	have	pondered	how	the	HMI’s
suggestions	align	with	the	government’s
plans	for	NHI	and	found	some	unworkable.
–	Business	Day	(14	June	2023)
“Crisp	pointed	out	that	parts	of	the	HMI’s
report	align	with	the	vision	for	NHI,	such	as
the	suggestion	for	all	medical	schemes	to
provide	a	singular,	standardised	benefits
package	instead	of	numerous	current
options.”

	

Read	More

Also	read	Anthony	Butler’s	article	in	Business	Day	(23	June	2023)
'The	anxiety	about	our	version	of	NHI	is	justified'

	

Alarm	bells	ring	over	NHI
“SA	may	be	staring	down	the	barrel	of	a	giant	mess.	Now	that	National	Health	Insurance
(NHI)	is	fast	becoming	a	reality,	the	healthcare	sector	is	highly	concerned	about	the

quality	of	future	care	and	the	immense	opportunity	cost	to	the	country,”	
reported	The	Citizen	(15	June	2023)

Medicare24’s	CEO	Mike	van	Wyk,	who	wrote	his	master ’s	thesis	on	public	health	and
the	NHI,	says	NHI	will	radically	alter	doctor-patient	relationships,	with	a	costly	call	centre
dictating	patient	allocation	to	healthcare	providers	based	on	proximity.
“Pointing	to	the	troubles	of	the	British	NHS	and	the	long	waiting	times	in	Canada,	Van	Wyk
emphasised	the	complexities	of	the	medical	sector	and	doubts	over	the	viability	of
universal	healthcare,	given	South	Africa’s	limited	resources	and	healthcare	professionals.

“The	Freedom	Front	Plus	has	accused	the	ANC	of	using	the	NHI	as	a	vote-gathering
tool	for	the	2024	elections.

“The	Democratic	Alliance 	leader	John	Steenhuisen	previously	argued	that	the
government	currently	lacks	the	capacity	to	manage	healthcare	and	doubts	whether	the
NHI	would	address	South	Africa’s	health	concerns.

“The	Hospital	Association	of	South	Africa	(HASA)	deems	the	dismissal	of	governance
structure	and	operational	efficiency	concerns,	among	others,	as	short-sighted	and
unwise.	It	advocates	for	a	multi-player	model	that	would	distribute	control	away	from	the
government.

“The	SA	Private	Practitioners	Forum	(SAPPF)	called	for	more	information	about	the
NHI’s	operational	details.	SAPPF	CEO	Simon	Strachan	expressed	concerns	about	the
unclear	status	of	out-of-hospital	specialist	care	and	how	doctors	will	be	contracted	to	the
NHI.”

“SA	Medical	Association	(SAMA)	Chair,	Dr	Mvuyisi	Mzukwa,	has	it	spot-on	when	he
says	the	NHI	Bill	is	being	used	for	‘electioneering’	purposes.	While	universal	healthcare	is
attractive	and	needs	massive	reform	to	the	state-run	health	sector,	many	health	experts
have	said	the	NHI,	as	currently	configured,	is	not	the	way	to	do	it.”
	

National	Health	Insurance	is	a	big	fat	empty	promise,
wrote	Neesa	Moodley	in	Daily	Maverick	(26	June	2023)

	
"Alex	van	den	Heever,	the	Chair	of	Social	Security	Systems	Administration	at	the
University	of	the	Witwatersrand,	argues	that	the	initial	draft	of	the	Bill	had	so	many
flaws	that	the	ANC	faced	a	dilemma	of	either	attempting	to	modify	the	framework	in
Parliament	or	returning	it	to	the	Department	of	Health	for	amendments,	which	would	have
been	humiliating.	Van	den	Heever	accuses	the	government	of	overlooking	issues	raised
by	industry	stakeholders,	and	of	pursuing	unworkable	legislation.	He	points	out	that	South
Africa’s	healthcare	expenditure	as	a	proportion	of	GDP	far	exceeds	that	of	other
developing	economies.	He	identifies	a	lack	of	accountability	and	systemic	corruption	as
the	primary	governance	issues.

"The	Board	of	Healthcare	Funders	(BHF),	which	represents	all	medical	schemes
except	Discovery	Health	Medical	Scheme,	shares	its	viewpoint.	They	criticise	the
government’s	dismissive	approach	to	concerns	raised	about	governance	structures,
operational	efficiency,	and	the	risk	concentration	in	a	single-payer	system	in	an	unstable
economy	riddled	with	corruption.

"Prelisha	Singh,	a	partner	at	law	firm	Webber	Wentzel,	says	there	remain	many
unresolved	questions	and	concerns	about	the	NHI’s	practical	implementation.	She
suggests	that	the	NHI	Bill	could	face	constitutional	challenges	based	on	its	potential
infringement	on	the	right	to	access	healthcare	services,	property	rights	of	medical
schemes	and	their	administrators,	and	the	right	to	freedom	of	trade,	occupation,	and
profession.

Martin	Versfeld,	another	partner	at	Webber	Wentzel,	adds	that	the	Bill’s
accreditation	requirements	for	service	providers	are	burdensome,	and	there	is	ambiguity
about	how	reimbursement	rates	will	be	set."

To	read	the	article	(15	Jun	2023)	on	the	NHI	Bill	by
	Martin	Versfeld,	Prelisha	Singh,	Glenn	Penfold,	Robert	Appelbaum	at

Webber	Wentzel,	visit	their	website:
The	National	Health	Insurance	Bill	(webberwentzel.com)

Also	Read
Elsabe	Klinck	&	Associates:	NHI	Bill:	STILL	A	WAY	TO	GO...

BUT	ACTION	REQUIRED	BY	STAKEHOLDERS	

Read	More

	

More	Views	on	the	NHI	Bill

Healthcare	is	everybody's	business,	says
BHF

Artificial	Intelligence	may	help	advance
healthcare

NHI:	Business	is	a	capable	and	willing
partner

SA's	healthcare	system	is	riddled	with
fraud,	waste	and	misuse

More	Views	on	the	NHI	Bill

Click	on	the	button	below	to	read	more:

	

There’s	no	pill	for	Phaahla’s	blunder
“It	is	mind-boggling	that	the	Minister	of	Health	has	no	clue	about	one	of	the	essential	facts
he	would	need	to	know:	How	many	nurses	there	are	in	the	health	sector.	In	response	to
the	DA	in	parliament	this	week,	Dr	Joe	Phaahla	said	there	were	just	22	000	nurses	in
South	Africa	to	care	for	a	population	of	just	under	60-m	…	or	an	outrageous	one	nurse	to
about	2	700	people,”	reported	The	Citizen	(23	June	2023).

“Yet	data	from	the	South	Africa	Nursing	Council	last	year	showed	the	country	had	a
nursing	staff	contingent	of	about	280	000,	which	equates	to	one	nurse	per	214	people.
	
“It	is	worrying	that	the	Minister	could	not	only	make	such	a	statement	in	public	-	and	as
part	of	an	official	written	reply	-	but	that,	in	doing	so,	neither	he	nor	his	senior	staff	picked
up	such	a	blatant	error.	These	are	the	people,	remember,	who	expect	to	be	entrusted	with
hundreds	of	billions	of	taxpayers’	money	to	build	their	utopian	National	Health	Insurance
(NHI)	scheme.”

FINANCIAL	NEWS

Profit	versus	Health
Only	four	industries	in	the	world	account	for	about
one-third	of	global	preventable	deaths.	They	are:
unhealthy	processed	food	and	drinks,	fossil	fuels,

alcohol	and	tobacco.	
–	The	Conversation	Africa	(27	March	2023).

These	four	industries	cause	19-m	deaths	annually,	according	to	a	recent	series	of	reports
published	in	The	Lancet.

“The	world’s	largest	commercial	companies	routinely	operate	in	a	way	that	masks	their
practices	and	allows	them	to	continue	and	expand	in	the	name	of	neoliberal	economic
freedoms.	As	a	result,	these	transnational	corporations	drive	rapidly	rising	sickness	and
death	levels,	disability,	environmental	damage	and	widening	social	inequities.”
	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

	

‘The	cost	of	ignoring
SA’s	dying	people’

Research	by	the	SA	Medical	Research	Council	(SAMRC)	found	that	government
could	save	R3.3-bn	annually	if	it	were	to	provide	home-based	care	for	only	half

of	the	South	Africans	who	require	palliative	care,
reported	City	Press	(7	May	2023).

According	to	Dr	Ewa	Skowronska,	CEO	of	the	Hospice	and	Palliative	Care	Association	of
SA,	the	private	sector	could	save	R571-m	each	year	by	adopting	globally	recommended
home-based	care.	Skowronska	said	the	implementation	of	the	policy	for	palliative	care,
which	the	government	had	sanctioned	in	2017,	had	been	sluggish,	mainly	due	to
insufficient	government	funding	and	an	uneven	distribution	of	resources	among	the
provinces.

Healthcare	activist	Mark	Heywood	stated	that	Covid-19	had	highlighted	the	importance	of
palliative	care,	as	there	had	been	an	estimated	340	000	excess	deaths	during	the	Covid-
19	pandemic.
	

Pharmaceutical	companies
made	billions	from	Covid
Reuters	reported	on	6	February	that
Western	drugmakers,	including	Pfizer,
BioNTech,	Moderna,	Gilead	Sciences,
AstraZeneca,	and	Merck,	earned	about
$100-bn	in	revenue	from	Covid-19
vaccines	and	treatments	in	2022.
“However,	company	and	analyst	estimates
suggest	those	sales	could	fall	by	nearly	two
thirds	in	2023	due	to	built-up	product
inventories	worldwide.	Population	immunity
from	high	vaccination	rates	and	previous
infections	also	means	that	demand	for
treatments	could	dip.”
In	2022	Pfizer	earned	$56-bn	but	expects
revenue	to	drop	to	around	$21.5-bn	in
2023;	Moderna	earned	about	$18.4-bn	in
2022,	but	expects	2023	revenue	to	fall	to
about	$7-bn;	Merck	reported	sales	of	$5.7-
bn	from	the	treatment	in	2022	and	expects
a	drop	to	below	$1-bn	in	2023.	Other
companies	have	seen	a	more	modest
effect	from	their	Covid-19	businesses.

PPEs	marked	up	to	236%
and	sold	to	SAPS	
Despite	the	Competition
Commission	finding	that	a	company
marked	up	by	a	whopping	236%	the	hand
sanitiser	it	sold	to	the	SAPS	during	the
pandemic	–	scoring	R515m	in	the
transaction	–	it	seems	unlikely	any	heads
will	roll	any	time	soon,
reported	Medical	Brief	(24	May	2023)
Red	Roses	Africa	(Pty)	Ltd,	which	had
bought	the	sanitiser	directly	from	Dis-
Chem	before	inflating	the	price	and	selling
it,	has	been	referred	to	the	Competition
Tribunal	and	the	NPA.	Red	Roses	had
supplied	SAPS	with	90	000	25-litre
containers	of	sanitiser	at	R4	700	per	25-
litre	container,	with	“a	gross	mark-up	of
236%”.

In	April	2023,	Blue	Collar	Occupational
Health	was	found	guilty	of	excessive
pricing	after	supplying	SAPS	with	10	000
25-litre	containers	of	sanitiser	at	R3	550
(including	VAT)	per	container.
	

	Millions	wasted
The	Department	of	Health	may	lose	R3.9-bn	if	its	stock	of
7.48-m	doses	of	Pfizer ’s	Covid-19	vaccines	expires	before

being	used,
reported	Business	Day	(23	June	2023).

“Even	if	SA’s	medicines	regulator,	the	SA	Health	Products	Regulatory	Authority
(SAHPRA),	agrees	to	Pfizer ’s	request	to	extend	the	shelf	life	of	these	vaccines	by	six
months,	the	current	vaccination	rate	will	barely	make	a	dent	in	the	government’s
stockpile.”

Health	Minister	Dr	Joe	Phaahla	told	Parliament	that	by	19	June	only	22.8-m	of	SA’s
population	of	60.8-m	people	has	received	at	least	one	Covid-19	vaccine.

“The	department	also	purchased	large	quantities	of	Johnson	&	Johnson’s	(J&J)	Covid-19
shot,	and	the	Minister	said	that	20.8-m	doses	worth	R2.68-bn	might	go	to	waste.	A	third	of
these	shots	expire	by	the	end	of	August,	and	the	remainder	will	have	all	expired	by	the
end	of	February	2024,	according	to	Deputy	Director-General	for	National	Health
Insurance	Nicholas	Crisp,
	
“According	to	Wits	vaccinologist	Shabir	Madhi	fewer	vaccines	would	have	gone	to
waste	if	there	had	been	better	planning.	He	said	scientists	who	advised	the
government	on	its	Covid-19	response	raised	concerns	right	at	the	start,	saying	the
Health	Department	had	aspirational	goals	without	a	meaningful	strategy.”
	

	

1	000	surgeries	a	condition	for	Mediclinic	merger
BusinessLive	reported	on	24	March	that	the	merger	between	hospital	group	Mediclinic
and	its	shareholder	Remgro,	with	Switzerland’s	MSC	Mediterranean	Shipping,	has	been
approved	by	the	Competition	Tribunal.	The	Mediclinic	group	operates	74	hospitals,	five
subacute	hospitals,	two	mental	health	facilities,	20	day	clinics	and	22	outpatient	clinics	in

SA,	Namibia,	Switzerland	and	the	Middle	East.
The	Competition	Tribunal	noted	several	conditions	for	the	merger,	including

that	Mediclinic	will	provide	support	in	addressing	surgical	backlogs	in	the	public
healthcare	sector	by	performing,	with	partnering	practitioners	and	specialists,	at	least
1000	pro	bono	surgeries	at	its	facilities	in	South	Africa	in	aggregate	over	its	next	five

financial	years.

	

Bayer	stops	Clicks'	selling
cheaper	generic	drug
“In	a	lawsuit	regarding	patent	rights	and	‘evergreening’
practices,	pharmaceutical	company	Bayer	has	successfully

prevented	SA	pharmacy	chain	Clicks	from	selling	a	cheaper,	generic	version	of	a	blood-
thinning	medication,”	reported	GroundUp	(9	June	2023).

The	judge	upheld	Bayer ’s	patent	extension	on	rivaroxaban,	due	to	a	change	in	dosage,
through	2026,	despite	the	drug’s	initial	patent	expiry	in	December	2020	and	the
subsequent	introduction	of	generic	versions	by	rivals	Austell	and	Dr	Reddy’s.

“Pharmacies	Dis-Chem	and	Alpha	Pharm	settled	with	Bayer,	agreeing	not	to	sell	the
generic	drugs,	but	Clicks	resisted.”
	

Sanlam	obtains	controlling
stake	in	AfroCentric
Business	Day	reported	on	31	May	that
Sanlam	has	concluded	its	acquisition	of	a
controlling	stake	in	AfroCentric	Investment
Corporation,	a	black-owned	investment
holding	company	with	interests	in	the
healthcare	market.
“The	prized	possession	in	the	AfroCentric
stable	is	the	Medscheme	medical	scheme
administration	business	and	a
pharmaceutical	business,	which	will	allow
Sanlam	to	add	a	healthcare	offering	to	its
existing	suite	of	financial	products	spanning
investments,	insurance,	retirement,
financial	planning	and	wealth	management.

Dis-Chem	CEO	steps	down
after	40	years
Fin24	reported	on	16	May	that	Dis-Chem’s
CEO	Ivan	Saltzman	will	be	stepping	down	at
the	end	of	June	after	more	than	40	years
leading	the	company.
“Saltzman,	who	founded	the	company	in
1978	with	his	wife	Lynette,	will	remain	on
board	as	an	executive	director	and
executive	management	team	member.	Rui
Morais,	the	current	CFO	and	Saltzman’s
designated	successor	since	August	2021,
will	take	over	as	CEO	starting	from	July	1.
The	company	also	announced	that	Julia
Pope,	the	executive	head	of	finance,	will
assume	the	role	of	CFO.”

PHARMACEUTICAL	NEWS

FOCUS	ON:	The	Biovac	Saga

'State's	cheap	shot
at	Biovac'

The	government’s	decision	to	switch	to	a	cheaper	supplier	of	pneumococcal
vaccines	has	dealt	a	blow	to	Biovac,	the	country’s	state-backed	vaccine

manufacturer.
–	Business	Day	(19	April	2023)

	
“While	the	move	could	save	money	for	the	Department	of	Health,	it	contradicts
government	policies	aimed	at	boosting	domestic	vaccine	manufacturing	and	ensuring
supply	security	for	Africa.	Biovac,	which	entered	into	a	partnership	with	Pfizer	in	2015	to
manufacture	the	Prevenar13	vaccine,	won	the	contract	to	supply	the	government	in	2019
and	was	expected	to	continue	supplying	it	until	January	2024.	However,	the	latest	tender
has	been	awarded	to	Cipla,	which	has	no	local	manufacturing	capacity	and	will	need	to
import	the	vaccines	from	India.

On	20	April	Business	Day	reported	that,	according	to	Cipla,	a	contract	with	Cipla
rather	than	Biovac,	will	save	the	government	R2.-4-bn
Paul	Miller,	CEO	of	Cipla	SA,	said	that	given	the	nation’s	current	economic
difficulties,	the	effect	of	the	savings	on	this	tender	is	particularly	substantial.	Even
while	the	health	sector	received	more	funding	in	this	year ’s	budget,	it	wasn’t
enough	to	offset	the	impact	of	the	cuts.

	

Also	Read:	the	Editorial	Comment	in	Business	Day	(21April	2023)	
'Maybe	penny-wise,	but	very	pound-foolish'

Cipla's	bid	price	at	least	half
that	of	Biovac

In	a	statement	released	on	19	April	2023,	the	National	Department	of	Health	revealed	that
Cipla	had	submitted	a	bid	price	at	least	half	that	of	Biovac’s	for	the	three-year	contract.

“The	department	believes	that	the	cost	savings	from	this	move	will	allow	for	increased
services	in	the	immunisation	programme	and	help	prevent	more	vaccine-preventable
diseases,”	reported	Business	Day.	For	the	upcoming	tender	starting	in	2024,	Cipla	will
supply	12.6-m	doses	of	a	10-valent	pneumococcal	vaccine	for	R97.06	per	dose,	while
Biovac	currently	supplies	the	government	with	a	13-valent	pneumococcal	vaccine,
Prevnar,	at	R288.32	per	dose.
	

Biovac	disputes	Cipla's	claims
“Pfizer	determines	the	price	of	Prevnar	13	in	SA	and	claims
that	it	is	superior	to	Cipla	SA’s	10-valent	vaccine	as	it
offers	protection	against	more	strains	of	pneumococcal
disease.

"However,	Cipla	SA	and	the	Health	Department	disagree.	According	to	Wits	vaccinologist
Shabir	Madhi,	no	direct	studies	have	compared	the	efficacy	of	the	two	vaccines,	and	the
strains	not	included	in	the	10-valent	shot	are	a	low	percentage	of	pneumococcal	disease
in	SA.”	-	Business	Day	(26	April	2023)

Government	urged	to	address	Biovac	case
Olive	Shisana,	President	Cyril	Ramaphosa’s	special	adviser	on	social	policy,	urged	the
government	to	accelerate	the	development	of	new	procurement	laws	to	address	the

“policy	misalignment”	that	caused	state-backed	vaccine	manufacturer	Biovac	to	lose	a
crucial	contract	to	a	competitor	importing	goods	from	India.	–	Business	Day	(5	May	2023)

“Shisana	suggested	that	the	government	expedite	the	Public	Procurement	Bill	and
purchase	local	products,	even	if	they	are	more	expensive,	as	this	would	ultimately	benefit

the	country	and	the	economy.	

RAF's	decision	to	stop	paying	was	unlawful
"The	Road	Accident	Fund’s	(RAF)	decision	to	stop
paying	medical	schemes	was	unlawful.	This	is	the

implication	of	Judge	Mandla	Mbongwe’s	ruling	in	the
Pretoria	High	Court	(23	January)	to	deny	the	RAF
leave	to	appeal	against	industry	wide	implications,
as	it	gives	medical	schemes	and	their	administrators
assurance	that	they	can	continue	to	claim	from	the

RAF	on	behalf	of	their	members,”
reported	Business	Day	(24	January	2023).	

	

New	twist	in	Discovery	Health’s	feud	with	RAF
Business	Day	reported	on	26	June	that	Discovery	Health	says	it	may	face	daily	losses	of

up	to	R2-m	due	to	its	dispute	with	the	RAF.	This	follows	a	ruling	on	26	June	by	the
Pretoria	High	Court	that	Discovery	failed	to	substantiate	that	it	would	incur	irreparable

damage	until	the	Apex	Court	hears	and	resolves	its	dispute	with	the	RAF.
Discovery	will	appeal	the	ruling.
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companies

GSK	licences	cheap	copies	of	HIV
medicines

Pharma	industry	pushes	for	a	licence	to
make	generic	HIV	injection
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GENERAL	NEWS

Health	Minister	given
another	opportunity
to	defend	CoN
Dr	Simon	Strachan,	CEO	of	the	South	African	Private	Practitioners’	Forum	(SAPPF),
expressed	disappointment	that	Judge	Brenda	Neukircher	of	the	Pretoria	High	Court	ruled
on	14	June	2023	that	the	Minister	of	Health	may	once	more	defend	his	plans	to	control
where	doctors	work.	-	Business	Day	(21	June	2023).

Judge	Neukircher	has	revoked	a	previous	court	ruling	(June	2022)	by	acting	Judge
Thembi	Bokako	regarding	the	CoN,	agreeing	with	the	department’s	claim	that	the	Minister
was	not	properly	informed	when	the	lawsuit	was	launched.	

Dr	Strachan	argued	that	the	CoN	would	cause	uncertainty	for	healthcare	professionals,
impacting	businesses	and	individuals.

In	a	previous	ruling	(June	2022)	acting	Judge	Thembi	Bokako	approved	a	challenge	to
the	constitutionality	of	the	act’s	CoN	regulations,	brought	forward	by	trade	union
Solidarity,	SAPPF	and	five	other	entities.

If	approved,	the	National	Health	Act’s	CoN	regulations	will	force	doctors	and	health
facilities	to	apply	for	a	“certificate	of	need”	before	starting	or	expanding	a	practice.
Solidarity	spokesperson	Perriu	Marx	affirmed	that	their	stance	had	not	changed	and	they
had	no	additional	arguments	for	the	court.
	

New	‘blood	fridge’	to	reduce	supply
issues
The	SA	National	Blood	Services	(SANBS)	has	launched	a
smart	blood	fridge,	called	Bophelo,	to	reduce	turnaround
times	for	patients	to	receive	blood.	–	Health-e	News
(7	March	2023).
The	fridge	operates	as	a	vending	machine,	and	healthcare
workers	use	a	unique	code	sent	to	them	by	SANBS	to
access	cross-matched	blood.	Bophelo	is	expected	to
improve	supply	reliability	at	hospitals	that	do	not	have
blood	banks	on	site.
The	SANBS	will	monitor	stocks	remotely	and	make	blood
available	when	needed.	Following	the	pilot’s	success,	10
more	smart	fridges	will	be	rolled	out	to	other	hospitals.

	

New	energy	drinks	pose	risks
for	children	and	pregnant

women
“PRIME	energy	drinks,	now	on	South	African	shelves	and	heavily	promoted	around	the
globe,	have	generated	frenzied	sales	and	even	bans	in	some	schools.	But	the	drinks	may
pose	problems	to	under-18	and	pregnant	or	breastfeeding	mothers,”	wrote	Dr	Evangeline
Mantzioris	in	The	Conversation.

Microsoft	Start	reported	on	4	May:	“PRIME	has	become	an	international	viral	sensation
following	its	hugely	successful	launch	in	January	2022	by	YouTube	sensations	Logan
Paul	and	KSI,	who,	combined,	boast	around	100-m	social	media	followers.	Initially,	due	to
the	drink’s	massive	popularity	in	South	Africa,	supply	and	demand	went	through	the	roof,
with	some	retailers	selling	the	drink	at	R479	a	bottle.

"Despite	the	hype	around	the	launch	of	PRIME	Hydration,	many	schools	have	barred
pupils	from	bringing	the	viral	sensation	drink	to	school,	due	to	its	caffeine	content."
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