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NOTICE
Private	Practice	Review	presents	the	reader	with	a	summary	of	the	most	relevant	breaking	news	in	the	local	and	global

healthcare	industry,	as	obtained	from	media	sources,	inc luding	the	public 	broadcaster,	independent	television
broadcasters,	independent	news	agencies,	newspapers,	radio	and	news	sites.	HealthMan	strives	to	quote	the	Original
Source.	HealthMan	compiles	this	information	to	provide	the	reader	with	a	brief	overview	of	the	most	recent	events	and
developments	as	they	are	reported	in	the	media.The	views	and	opinions	expressed	in	Private	Practice	Review 	are	those

of	the	authors	of	the	media	sources	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	or	opinions	of	HealthMan,	its	directors,
employees	and	associates.
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FOOD	FOR	THOUGHT

'Economic	reality
bites	NHI	diehards'

Read	More

“The	irreconcilable	messages	within	the	government	over	National	Health
Insurance	(NHI)	illustrate	that	the	chasm	between	what	politicians	say	will	happen

and	what	actually	can	happen,	has	never	been	so	vast,”
wrote	Rob	Rose 	in	Financial	Mail	(28	September	2023).

Addressing	the	United	Nations	(UN)	in	New	York,	President	Cyril	Ramaphosa	recently
said:	“We	remain	committed	to	implementing	universal	health	coverage	through	the

establishment	of	NHI.”
	

A	few	days	earlier,	Finance	Minister	Enoch	Godongwana	said:	“The	mechanics	proposed
in	the	bill	create	tension	between	[the]	National	Treasury	and	the	National	Health
Department.”		

Godongwana	said,	instead	of	ploughing	billions	into	NHI,	he	would	rather	invest	in
upgrading	our	hospitals	and	infrastructure	to	‘make	them	more	attractive	to	everybody’.
	
According	to	the	Solidarity	Research	Institute,	VAT	will	have	to	be	increased	from

15%	to	22%	to	fund	NHI.
	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

NHI	leaves	medical
insurers	in	the	dark,
say	legal	experts

BusinessTech	reported	on	2	October	that	-	according	to	legal	experts	at	the	law	firm
Webber	Wentzel	-	SA’s	National	Health	Insurance	Bill	(NHI)	has	left	many	questions	and
mounting	worries	over	what	will	happen	to	the	country’s	medical	insurance	industry	once
it	has	been	implemented.

“While	the	NHI	Bill	gives	a	cursory	explanation	for	what	will	happen	to	medical	schemes
under	the	NHI	–	specifically	that	they	will	only	be	able	to	cover	services	not	covered	by
the	NHI	–	the	legal	experts	said	the	private	medical	insurance	industry	is	far	more
nuanced,	and	has	been	left	in	the	lurch.”

In	March	2017,	the	Council	for	Medical	Schemes	(CMS)	issued	an	exemption	framework
for	insurers	as	a	transitional	arrangement	while	the	development	of	a	low-cost	benefit
option	(LCBO)	for	medical	schemes	was	developed.	In	January	2022,	an	extension	of	a
further	two	years	was	granted.
	

“However,	even	this	whole	process	risks	being	snuffed	out	by	the	NHI	–	leaving
questions	over	what	will	happen	once	the	exemptions	lapse."

	
To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Read	More

NHI	Bill	continues
to	face	criticism

“The	National	Health	Insurance	(NHI)	Bill,	passed	by	the	National	Assembly	in	June	and
now	with	the	National	Council	for	Provinces,	will	likely	face	legal	action	if	it	proceeds	in	its

current	form.”	-	Business	Report	(6	October	2023).
	

According	to	trade	union,	Solidarity:	Should	the	government	decide	to	proceed	with	the
NHI,	it	would	request	a	cost	order	against	President	Cyril	Ramaphosa,	the	Minister	of
Finance,	Enoch	Godongwana	and	the	Minister	of	Health,	Joe	Phaahla,	to	hold	them
individually	liable.

Inputs	and	reports	-	also	from	the	Solidarity	Research	Institute	-	clearly	explained	how
unaffordable	and	unworkable	the	NHI	was.	Accountability	would	also	be	demanded	from
the	National	Treasury,	the	Department	of	Health	and	the	National	Council	of	Provinces,
which	were	all	responsible	for	establishing	the	NHI.

Medical	schemes	and	insurers	expressed	concern	about	how	the	Bill	would	affect	their
current	businesses.
	

Click	on	the	button	below	to	also	read:
Calls	intensify	for	the	government	to	address	several

shortcomings	of	NHI	–	IOL,	13	October	2023

Also	Read

90%	of	SA	students
want	jobs	abroad,	but	...

The	latest	Student	Confidence	Index	conducted	by	the
Professional	Provident	Society	(PPS)	found	that	at	least

90%	of	university	students	want	to	work	abroad,
reported	Medical	Brief	(11	October	2023).

The	latest	Student	Confidence	Index,	conducted	by	the	Professional	Provident
Society	(PPS),	found	that	at	least	90%	of	university	students	–	including	those	studying
medicine	–	want	to	work	abroad	once	they’ve	qualified,	seeking	greener	pastures.

"The	survey	involved	more	than	2	400	participants,	which	included	undergraduates	and
postgraduates	studying	at	a	public	or	private	university	towards	a	profession-specific
degree	such	as	medicine,	psychology,	engineering	(civil,	chemical,	securing	and
network),	law,	accounting	and	business	management.”

78%	of	participants	rated	crime	and	corruption	as	the	topmost	worrying	factors	about
living	in	SA,	with	65%	citing	unemployment,	66%	the	failing	infrastructure,	and	52%	the
cost	of	living	and	the	economy.	This	led	to	90%	of	students,	especially	among	younger
black	students,	wanting	to	live	and	work	overseas	–	compared	with	39%	recorded	last
year.
	
However,	the	PPS	Index	also	noted	that	67%	would	consider	returning	from	abroad
to	contribute	to	the	economy,	with	their	love	for	SA	and	their	families	being	key

drivers	that	would	motivate	them	to	return	home.

NEWS	FROM	GOVERNMENT

Poor	performance
drains	health	funds
The	SA	government	has	not	achieved	its	goal	of	decreasing	medical	negligence

claims	against	provincial	health	departments,
reported	Business	Day	(27	September	2023).

The	Auditor-General	(AG)	recently	warned	that	medico-legal	claims	against	the
National	Department	of	Health	soared	to	an	'unsustainable	R125bn,	despite	measures
taken	to	reduce	medical	claims	for	negligence'.

Thabelo	Musisinyani,	acting	business	leader	in	the	AG’s	office,	said	“At	the	end	of
March	2022,	there	were	15	000	claims	that	had	been	lodged	against	the	department	-
valued	at	R125bn.	Ninety-six	percent	of	the	claims	are	attributed	to	medico-legal	claims.
During	the	2021/22	financial	year	the	department	paid	just	over	R800m	towards	medical
claims.	–	Medical	Brief	(28	September	2023).

According	to	Maryke	Schneigansz,	the	AG	coordinator	for	health	sector	performance
auditing,	some	provinces	diverted	health	service	funds	to	cover	claims	costs.
Also,	provincial	health	departments’	legal	teams	lack	the	expertise	to	handle	these	cases.
	

Minister	highlights	the	dire
state	of	the	RAF

Transport	Minister	Sindisiwe	Chikunga	recently	revealed	in
Parliament	that	-	from	2021	to	2023	-	1	725	default

judgments	were	issued	against	the	technically	insolvent
Road	Accident	Fund	(RAF),

reported	Business	Day	on	16	October	2023.

“The	reasons	for	the	default	judgments	are	‘mainly	that	the	RAF	elected	not	to	defend
legal	action	for	claims	that	became	valid	in	terms	of	section	24(5)	of	the	RAF	Act’,

”DA	MP	Alf	Lees	reacted	that	the	RAF	is	‘a	mess’,	and	CEO	Collins	Letsoalo	is	mainly
responsible	because	he	did	not	want	to	incur	further	legal	costs	in	defending	valid	claims.
“Lees	said	the	extent	of	the	mismanagement	and	rot	at	the	RAF	is	much	worse	than
thought	and	requires	robust	intervention	by	the	Minister	of	Transport."

Duplicate	payments,	some	of	millions	of	rand	each,	appear	to	be	paid	by	the	RAF
because	of	an	antiquated	system	based	mainly	on	paper	hard	copies,	he	said.
	

CC	rejects	RAF's	application	to	appeal
On	19	October	Business	Day	reported	that	the	Constitutional	Court	(CC)	has	rejected

the	Road	Accident	Fund’s	(RAF)	application	to	appeal	against	a	High	Court	ruling
compelling	it	to	resume	payments	to	medical	schemes.

According	to	Ryan	Noach,	CEO	of	Discovery	Health,	the	RAF	owes	Discovery’s	client
schemes	about	R140m.

Meanwhile,	RAF	CEO,	Collins	Letsoalo,	said	the	organisation	would	not	resume	payments
of	expenses	that	medical	schemes	had	paid.

	

SAMA	lashes
out	at

President

The	South	African	Medical	Association	(SAMA)	criticised	President	Cyril	Ramaphosa	for
not	releasing	the	Special	Investigating	Unit’s	(SIU)	report	on	an	investigation	into	the
Health	Professions	Council	of	South	Africa	(HPCSA).	Although	the	investigation	was
concluded	in	March	this	year,	the	report	has	not	been	made	public	yet.
	
News24	reported	on	12	October	that	the	Special	Investigating	Unit	(SIU)	confirmed	that	it
had	completed	its	probe	into	"maladministration	in	connection	with	the	affairs"	of	the
Health	Professions	Council	of	South	Africa	(HPCSA).	However,	the	report	–	that	was
submitted	to	the	President	by	14	March	2023	-	has	yet	to	be	released.	The	investigation
followed	a	proclamation	signed	in	May	2019	by	President	Ramaphosa.

“In	August,	the	Competition	Commission	revealed	to	News24	that	the	HPCSA,	for	the	last
12	years,	has	been	operating	with	illegal	and	anti-competitive	rules,	dispensing	punitive
fines	of	up	to	R60	000	for	professionals	who	have	breached	the	council's	unlawful
regulations.

In	a	media	statement,	the	DA	agrees	with	SAMA	that	burying	the	report	is
severely	detrimental	to	the	medical	health	profession	and	the	health
sector.	"It	cannot	be	that	the	body	responsible	for	registering	and
accrediting	medical	professionals	are	protected	by	the	President,
especially	at	the	cost	of	health	care	in	the	country."

Health	Minister	concerned	about	budget	cuts
Health	Minister	Dr	Joe	Phaahla	warned	that	the	'cost	containment'	directives	from	the

National	Treasury	might	degrade	healthcare	quality.
-	Daily	Maverick	(29	September	2023).

Although	understanding	the	need	for	budget	cuts	-	given	the	economy	-	healthcare	is
particularly	vulnerable,	especially	with	the	added	stress	from	diseases	like	HIV,	TB	and

rising	mental	health	issues	exacerbated	by	Covid-19,	said	Phaahla	at	a	media
conference.

According	to	Phaahla,	he	has	met	with	top	officials	in	the	Department	of	Health	to	discuss
cost-saving	means	without	compromising	care	quality.

	

FINANCIAL	NEWS

SA	doctors’	income	same
as	in	2012/2013

A	panel	hosted	by	the	SA	Medical	Association	(SAMA)
that	reviewed	salary	trends	for	doctors	over	the	last

decade,	revealed	that	SA	doctors’	wages	have
remained	stagnant,	with	their	current	earnings

roughly	equivalent	to	what	they	made	in	2012	and
2013,

News24	(12	October	2023).

This	has	resulted	in	them	earning	about	13%	below	the	anticipated	income	for	their
profession	when	accounting	for	inflation.	Some	of	the	main	reasons	for	these	trends	are
the	Covid-19	pandemic,	the	Rand’s	devaluation	against	the	US	dollar,	and	supply	chain
issues.

“According	to	health	economist,	Dr	Sandile	Mhlongo,	interns	earn	about	R40	000	less
annually	than	they	should,	medical	officers	R60	000	less,	and	registrars	R75	000	less.	A
notable	insight	was	the	heavy	dependence	of	doctors	on	overtime	pay.”
	

Ascendis	may	de-list	from	JSE

Business	Day	reported	on	27	September	that	healthcare	company	Ascendis	Health,
which	sells	vitamins	and	medical	devices,	is	considering	delisting	from	the	Johannesburg
Stock	Exchange	(JSE)	a	decade	after	its	entry.	Despite	its	previous	struggles	with	debt,
Ascendis	has	streamlined	its	operations	by	selling	assets.	Its	shares	had	once	reached	a
high	of	R29	but	fell	due	to	unsustainable	debt	levels	from	international	expansion.
	

Pfizer	slashes	revenue
Reuters	reported	on	15	October	that	Pfizer	slashed	its	full-
year	revenue	forecast	by	13%	and	said	it	will	cut	$3.5bn
worth	of	jobs	and	expenses	due	to	lower-than-expected
sales	of	its	Covid-19	vaccine	and	treatment.

“Pfizer	earned	record	revenue	in	2021	and	2022,	topping	$100bn	in	2022,	after
developing	its	vaccine	Comirnaty	with	German	partner	BioNTech	SE	and	antiviral
treatment	Paxlovid.”
	

PHARMACEUTICAL	NEWS

Investigation	into
weight-loss	drugs'	effect
on	suicidal	thoughts

The	US	Food	&	Drug	Administration	(FDA)	is	evaluating	reports	about	patients’
complaints	regarding	side-efects,	such	as	depression,	when	taking	diabetic	drugs

(like	Ozempic	and	Mounjaro)	approved	for	weight	loss,
reported	MedicalBrief	(5	Octpber	2023).

	
The	FDA	received	265	reports	of	suicidal	thoughts	or	behaviour	from	patients	while	taking
these	or	similar	medicines	since	2010.	More	than	half	of	them	described	suicidal	thoughts
appearing	shortly	after	the	person	started	the	medicine	or	increased	the	dose.	
	

Potentially	life-saving
TB	vaccine	stalled

Major	pharmaceutical	company	GSK	appears	to	have	shifted	its	focus	from	global	public
health	to	cater	more	to	the	profitable	US	market,”

reported	Daily	Maverick	(5	October	2023).

While	sidelining	a	potential	vaccine	for	TB	-	a	disease	that	kills	1.6m	mostly	poor	people
annually	-	GSK	concentrated	on	a	shingles	vaccine	that	mainly	affects	the	elderly,	mostly
insured	by	the	US	government.

Currently,	GSK’s	TB	vaccine	is	the	only	one	fitting	the	WHO’s	criteria	for	a	viable	solution.
Its	Phase	3	Trial	is	slated	for	next	year.	In	the	interim,	an	estimated	9m	individuals	will
succumb	to	TB.

NEWS	FROM	SAPPF

From	the	October	SAPPF
Newsletter:

NHI	Bill	and	potential	legal
challenges

Two	lawyers	from	Webber	Wentzel	Attorneys,	Prelisha	Singh	and	Martin
Versveld,	discussed	details	around	the	NHI	Bill	and	its	implementation	during	a
webinar	hosted	on	20	September.

They	also	addressed	the	topic	of	the	potential	legal	action	healthcare	providers
could	take.	Although	there	may	be	legal	issues	that	can	be	challenged,	legal
experts	will	need	to	prove	that	the	Bill	infringes	on	the	central	provisions	or
rights	guaranteed	by	the	Constitution.	

"Whilst	the	intent	of	providing	free	universal	healthcare	for	all	is	laudable,
the	intent	is	not	the	problem."

	

B4SA	&	HASA	present	their
position	on	NHI

Roseanne	Harris	from	Business	for	South	Africa	(B4SA	)and	Melanie	De	Costa	from	the
Hospital	Association	of	the	SouthAfrica	(HASA)	recently	shared	their	position	on	the	NHI
with	SAPPF	members.

This	forms	part	of	SAPPF's	attempt	to	gain	a	better	understanding	on	how	the	industry	as
a	whole	is	approaching	the	NHI	Bill	and	health	reform.

Read	more	in	the	SAPPF	October	Newsletter
	

Opportunities	to	train	public
sector	doctors	in
the	private	sector

HASA	has	requested	SAPPF	to	explore	the	possibility	of	training	public	sector	doctors	in
the	private	sector,	due	to	several	problems	in	the	public	healthcare	sector.

This	will	require	the	identification	of	willing	doctors,	units	and	appropriate	practices.
The	Committee	of	Deans	will	need	to	assess	the	kind	of	training	required.	In	order	to	do
this,SAPPF	members	interested	in	taking	part	in	the	project,	were	requested	to	complete
a	short	survey.

The	October	SAPPF	can	be	read	on	the	SAPPF	website	or	the	SAPPF	APP

GENERAL	NEWS

Delivering	babies:
gynaes	‘play	it	safe’	

SA	gynaecologists	and	obstetricians	are	grappling	with	rising	medico-legal	claims,
with	some	paying	over	R1m	annually	for	medical	indemnity	cover,

reported	Times	Live	(2	October	2023).
	

“Many	private-sector	gynaecologists	now	require	patients	to	agree	to	a	pre-mediation
meeting	clause	before	treatment.	This	approach,	initiated	by	the	South	African	Society	of
Obstetricians	and	Gynaecologists	(SASOG),	mandates	a	free	pre-mediation	meeting	in
dispute	cases	to	determine	mediation	or	litigation.”

According	to	SASOG	spokesperson,	Prof	Ismail	Bhorat,	mediation	is	an	efficient	process,
the	environment	is	non-adversarial,	where	proper	scientific	causation	can	be	discussed,
where	patients	can	ask	relevant	questions	about	the	adverse	event	and	often	closure	for
patients	is	reached	in	a	relatively	short	time.
	

Nurses	threaten	not	to	wear
uniforms

News	24	reported	on	4	October	that	nurses	are
threatening	to	work	in	their	own	clothes	if	a	dispute	over

the	provision	of	uniforms	is	not	resolved.

Since	2005,	nurses	have	received	an	annual	allowance	to	buy	their	uniforms.	However,	in
March	this	year	government	agreed	that	the	Public	Health	and	Social	Development
Sectoral	Bargaining	Council	should	provide	uniforms.	As	a	result,	nurses	did	not	receive
their	usual	allowance	in	April	-	R2	600	per	year	-	and	are	still	waiting	for	their	uniforms.

The	Democratic	Nursing	Association	of	SA	(DENOSA)	proposed	that,	if	the	department
could	not	supply	uniforms	by	October,	it	must	pay	nurses	an	allowance	as	before.	If	the
department	failed	to	provide	uniforms	or	pay	an	allowance,	DENOSA’s	84	000	members
would	embark	on	indefinite	protest	action	by	wearing	their	own	clothes	to	work.
	

Africa	should	prepare
for	next	pandemic

“The	Health	Justice	Initiative	(HJI)	recently	released	SA’s	previously	secret	Covid-19
vaccine	deals,	revealing	our	limited	bargaining	power	to	secure	and	negotiate	the	prices

of	vaccine	doses	from	pharmaceutical	manufacturers	overseas,”
wrote	Michael	Mynhardt,	group	executive:	pharmaceutical	manufacturing	at	Avacare

Health	Global,	in	News24	(9	October	2023).
	

“By	improving	Africa’s	pandemic	preparedness	through	the	localised	production	and
manufacturing	of	pharmaceutical	products,	we	can	play	an	indelible	role	in	strengthening
our	healthcare	systems	to	benefit	people	before	and	after	any	viral	outbreak,”	wrote
Mynhardt.

Vaping	among	children	on	the	increase
Vaping	has	become	a	scourge	among	children	that’s	as
alarming	as	cigarette	smoking	used	to	be,	both	in	SA	and
worldwide.	Experts	are	saying	few	of	the	consumers	have
any	idea	of	the	effect	this	could	have	on	their	health	as
children	as	young	as	eight	are	being	treated	for	nicotine
addiction,	reported	MedicalBrief	(18	October	2023).

A	recent	survey	by	the	University	of	Cape	Town's	pulmonary	division	and	the	UCT	Lung
Institute	in	nine	high	schools	across	three	provinces	–	private	and	government	–	found
the	average	age	of	initiating	vaping	was	15,	the	habit	among	pupils	ranging	from	6.2%	for
grade	8s	to	26.5%	for	those	in	matric.	The	questionnaire	also	found	that	more	than	half
(54.5%)		of	the	adolescents	vaping,	had	attempted	to	quit	but	expressed	a	need	for
further	resources	to	help	with	anxiety	(39%)	and	cravings	(19.8%)	in	these	attempts.

NEWS	FROM	MEDICAL	SCHEMES

Dr	Ryan	Noach	to	leave	Discovery	Health
In	a	media	statement	(12	October	2023)	Discovery	Health	announced	that	its	CEO,	Dr
Ryan	Noach,	will	be	leaving	the	group	in	2024.	He	will	be	succeeded	by	the	Deputy	CEO
of	Discovery	Health,	Dr	Ronald	Whelan.	Dr	Noach	is	leaving	Discovery	Health	to	pursue
an	entrepreneurial	opportunity	in	South	Africa,	that	is	outside	of	the	healthcare	and

financial	services	sectors,	and	has	no	competitive	bearing	on	Discovery.

	

CMS	orders	schemes	to
withdraw	announcements
Business	Day	reported	on	12	October	that	the	Council	for
Medical	Schemes	(CMS)	has	ordered	some	major	medical

schemes	to	retract	announcements	about	their	2024
contribution	increases	and	product	details.

Read	More

“The	CMS’	acting	registrar,	Zongezile	Baloyi,	sent	letters	to	leading	medical	schemes
such	as	Discovery	Health,	Bonitas,	Momentum,	Bestmed,	and	Medihelp	accusing	them	of
undermining	the	council’s	authority	and	instructed	them	to	withdraw	their	2024	product
details.

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Proposed	increases	likely
to	be	‘approved’

Read	More

“The	skirmish	with	the	CMS	aside,	it	is	likely	that	the	proposed	increases	tabled	by
medical	schemes	will	be	‘approved’	-	a	technical	administrative	hurdle,	nothing	more,”

reported	Moneyweb	(17	October	2023).
	

According	to	Alexforbes,	an	independent	healthcare	consultant,	the	average	medical
scheme’s	average	contribution	increases	announced	so	far	are:

Thebemed	(11	249	members);	9.45%
Sizwe	Hosmed	Medical	Fund	(65	485	members):	10.02%
Fedhealth	Medical	Scheme	(68	801	members):10.8%
Medshield	Medical	Scheme	(74	206	members):	8.9%
Medihelp	(87	269	members);	15.97%
Bestmed	Medical	Scheme	(100	689		members):	9.6%
Momentum	Medical	Scheme	(156	439	members):	9.6%
Bonitas	Medical	Scheme	(340	119	members):	6.9%
Discovery	Health	Medical	Scheme	(1	353	012	members):	7.5%

(It	is	essential	not	to	look	at	the	increases	in	isolation.	A	comparison	needs	to	be	done	to
include	the	impact	of	Covid-19).
	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:

Discovery	slashes
MSAs	on	some	popular

plans

Read	More

“Members	and	beneficiaries	of	the	most	popular	plans	offered	by	Discovery	Health
Medical	Scheme	(DHMS)	will	see	sharp	cuts	to	their	medical	savings	accounts	(MSAs)

from	2024,”	reported	Moneyweb	(2	October	2023).
	

“For	the	Classic	Saver	plan	(including	the	Delta	variant),	the	allocation	is	reduced	from
25%	to	20%,	Essential	Saver	(and	Delta)	from	15%	to	10%,	and	Coastal	Saver	from	20%
to	15%.	This	means	that	for	a	main	member	of	the	Classic	Saver,	their	MSA	will	drop	from
R12	180	this	year	to	R10	020	next	year.	On	Essential	Saver,	the	MSA	will	reduce	from
nearly	R6	000	this	year	(R5	796)	to	R4	008	in	2024.	In	the	case	of	Essential	Saver,	the
cut	is	33%	(from	15%	to	10%	allocation);	on	Coastal	Saver	it	is	25%,	while	on	Classic
Saver	the	drop	is	20%.	The	change	becomes	even	more	acute	in	the	allocation	to	the
MSA	for	children.

According	to	Discovery	Health	CEO,	Dr	Ryan	Noach,	had	DHMS	not	implemented	these
reductions	to	the	MSA	allocations,	the	contributions	for	these	plans	would	have	increased
by	between	8%	and	11%.
	

To	read	more,	click	on	the	button	below:
	

CMS	should	stop	throwing	its	weight	around
On	19	October	Business	Day	wrote	in	its	editorial	column:

“The	aggressive	attack	by	the	CMS	on	industry	players	for	ostensibly	jumping	the	gun	by
publicising	their	plans	for	2024	before	regulatory	approval	is	entirely	misplaced.

“Instead	of	tilting	at	windmills,	the	CMS	should	tackle	the	real	problems	confronting	the
industry,	of	which	there	are	many.”

	

CMS	CIRCULARS

New	circulars	published	by	the	CMS	in
October	2023:

Circular	33	of	2023:
Prescribed	Minimum	Benefit	definition
guideline	for	inflammatory	bowel	disease
(Ulcerative	colitis	and	Crohn’s	disease)

Circular	34	of	2023:
Live	Webinar	for	Healthcare	Brokers

Circular	35	of	2023:
Proposed	Amalgamation	between
Compcare	Medical	Scheme	and
Suremed	Health

Circular	36	of	2023:	
Induction	Programme	for	Trustees
of	closed	schemes

SPECIAL	NOTES

Exciting	opportunity	for	ophthalmic	surgeons
Exciting	opportunity	for	ophthalmic	surgeons	with	the	UK	and	Europe’s	leading	private
provider	of	cataract	surgery,	lens	replacement	surgery	and	laser	eye	surgery,	Optical
Express.	Optical	Express	are	at	a	pivotal	point	in	their	business	journey	and	are	looking
for	South	African	educated	ophthalmic	surgeons	who	want	to	relocate	to	the	UK	or	Ireland
and	join	their	highly	professional	team,	making	a	real,	lasting	difference	to	the	lives	of

their	patient’s	and	you	as	their	employee.

For	more	info
Email:	stuartlogan@opticalexpress.com

Phone:	+44	(0)	7787792573

To	advertise	in	Private	Practice	Review	
please	contact:	maretha@healthman.co.za

	

	
Private	Practice	Review	and	HealthView	provides	news	and	opinion	articles	as	a	service	to	our	members	to	enhance	their	understanding	of	the	health	care
industry.		The	information	contained	in	these	publications	is	published	without	warranties	of	any	kind,	either	express	or	implied.	Private	Practice
Review	and	HealthView	are	published	solely	for	informational	purposes	and	should	not	to	be	construed	as	advice	or	recommendations.	Individuals
should	take	into	account	their	own	unique	and	specific	circumstances	in	acting	on	any	news	or	articles	published.	Often	these	articles	originate	from
sources	outside	our	organization	that	are	reported	in	the	national	press.	Consequently,	any	information,	trademarks,	service	marks,	product	names	or
named	features	are	assumed	to	be	the	property	of	their	respective	owners,	and	are	used	solely	for	informative	purposes	in	our	publications.	There	is
furthermore	no	implied	endorsement	of	any	of	the	products,	goods	or	services	mentioned	in	our	publications.
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